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AWAY FROM YOU

S ou n d s o f c r ic k e t s  and c h ic k a d e e s
A w a sp  c r a w lin g  on the in s id e  o f th e  p o r c h  s c r e e n
P la in t iv e  s m a l l  w h is t le  o f  a w h ite  - c r o w n e d  s p a r r o w
M o r n in g  c ic a d a s  in  the t r e e s  by the h ot g a r d e n
I th in k  o f  h o ld in g  g e n t ly  a t ig h t f is t fu l  o f y o u r  b la c k  h a ir  and k i s s in g  you
A h o u se  c h a ir  le f t  o u ts id e  in the su n  by th e  to m a to e s
Y ou s to o d  m e  b e fo r e  th e  d o o r s  I'd k ep t c lo s e d
A  ja y  h o n k in g  and le c t u r in g ,  w o n 't s to p , in  th e  c e d a r s  — lik e  m e
A h u ge b la c k  ant w o b b lin g  by a s  it c a r r i e s  a n o th e r
Y ou h a v e  b e e n  th e  w a y  th a t w a s  o p e n e d  fo r  m e
M o t io n le s s  p la n k s s la n te d  a g a in s t  th e  c a b in - s id e  and an e m p ty  t in  b u ck et u n d er th em  
A g a in s t  y o u  I 'v e  l im p e d  t i l l  I c o u ld  w a lk  a g a in  and th en  b e s id e  you  w a lk ed  
T i l l  h u rt and  lim p in g ;  and  s ta y e d , e v e n  w h en  y o u  d id  the h u rtin g
W h a te v er  w ild f lo w e r  b lo s s o m  y o u  a r e ,  I 'm  s t i l l  n o t s u r e  o f y o u r  n a m e
W e a th e r e d  w o o d , n e w  b lo o m s , q u ie t  p e a c e , le a n in g  t r e e ,  the o p en  c a b in  d o o r  
E v e r y th in g , w h en  I a m  in  m y  th o u g h ts  o f y o u , b e g in s  to  s ig n ify  
I w an t to  b e , I w an t to  h a v e  b e e n , s o m e  o f th is  to  you
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A R T IS T  U N K N O W N , F R O M  "5 0  Y E A R S  O F  S O V IE T  A R T "
A t r e e  s to o d , o n c e , a m o n g  the r a n k s  o f f o r e s t  f e l lo w s ,  
R o o ts  c lu tc h in g  e a r th  l ik e  p ie r c in g  f a lc o n  t a lo n s ,  
T ru n k  u p th r u s t  to  ta k e  h is  p ie c e  o f  sk y .
(A s  i f  h u b r is  to o k  sh a p e  in  that t r e e . )

W ith in  th a t s o a r in g  tru n k , c o n c e a le d  fr o m  a l l  
B u t s e a r c h in g  in m o s t  e y e ,  th e r e  g r e w  a flaw ;
A  d e f e c t  o f  h is  w o o d e n  h e a r t .
S o  th a t , th e  h ig h e r  and  w id e r  th at h e  r e a c h e d ,
T h e  n e a r e r  he c a m e  to  h is  d e s t in e d  f a l l .
(O e d ip u s  a m o n g  th e  r a c e  o f  t r e e s ' .)

W ith lig h tn in g  c r a c k  th e  tru n k  s p l i t s  w id e
A nd in  th e  to p  b e g in s  a s ig h
T h at tu r n s  to  r u s h in g , r o a r in g  so u n d
A s t r e e  f a l l s  h e a d lo n g  to w a r d  th e  g r o u n d .
(A  so u n d  h e a r d  a t P e n t a c o s t ,  th e n  l o s t . )

A nd e v e r  s in c e  th a t h e a d lo n g  f a l l
H a v e  lo v e r s  o f  th e ir  s e l f - S o p h ia
In p r a c t ic e  o f th e  p h ilo s o p h ic  c r a f t
D e b a te d  w h e th e r , i f  no  m a n  a t s o m e  p la c e  w ith in  e a r ,  
T h e r e  w a s  so u n d  a s  t r e e  c r a s h e d  on g r o u n d .
(I 'm  to ld  i t ' s  n o t th e  f a l l  th a t h u r ts  —
O n ly  th e  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  e a r th .)

NONE BUT WORMS
O h, a l l  th e  m e a s u r in g  i n s t r u m e n t s  of m in d  
b e g in  to  s h r i n k  a s  th e y  a p p r o a c h  th e  s p e e d  
o f l ig h t  w h e r e  y o u n g  g i r l ' s  th ig h s  b e c o m e  e x t in c t ,  
c o n s u m e d  a n d  s w a l lo w e d  up  by  u n c r e a t e d  n ig h t .

A n d  th a t  m a k e s  m o n s t r o u s , th o s e  s o f t  p a s t e l s  
o f  m e m o r y  th a t  t a u n t  u s  in  th e  s u n s e t , n o s t a l g i a s , 
th e  p a s t  s t r i p p e d  b a r e  o f s o l id  p ig m e n ta t io n ,  
a n d  p a in  b e c o m e  a  r e l i c  o f d e s i r e .

Y o u th  s m i l e s  b a c k  a t  u s
l ik e  a  s c a r c i t y  o f d a n d e l io n s
a n d , oh , th o s e  s a d  f a r e w e l l s !

R I C H A R D  S A N D E R S

C lo s e  to  O ly m p ia , o n c e , in  a g r o v e  o f s o a r in g  f ir ,
I s a t  a m o n g  an  o v e r n ig h t  r e tr e a t  o f  B a p t is t  m e n .
In th e  e a r ly  m o r n in g  h o u r ,
A s w e c o n s u m e d  r e t r e a t  in  b a r r a c k s  b o w e r ,
I w o k e  to  a  so u n d  w h ic h  s h u d d e r e d  the ground:
A  s t e a d y ,  p u ls in g , d r iv in g  s n o r e
F r o m  a  b r o th e r  on  s l e e p ' s  o th e r  s h o r e .
T h e n , on  th is  g r o u n d in g  b a s s o o n  b ea t
(A s  w h en  so u n d  r e tu r n s  to  th e  O de to  J o y ) ,
T h e  m u s ic  b e g a n  in  th a t s l e e p - f i l l e d  room :
A  sy m p h o n y  o f  s n o r in g  m en .
O f t h e m e s  b eg u n , e c h o e d , and a n s w e r e d ;
D u e t s , e n s e m b l e s , d im in u e n d o s  and c r e s c e n d o s ;
T h e t h r i l l  o f  o b lig a t to  t r i l l s .  . . M u s ic  f r o m  th e  lan d  o f  s l e e p .

I lo n g e d  fo r  s o m e  m e a n s  to  r e c o r d  that so n g  
So I c o u ld  p la y  it  a g a in  fo r  the a w a k en ed  th ron g  
A s th e y  s a t  in  s to n y  s i l e n c e  b e fo r e
T h e v o ic e  o f on e w ho c r ie d :  " B r o t h e r s ,  w e  
A r e  s o  c o ld .  So  c o ld . . ."
(C an  L o v e  a w a k e  to  th e  so u n d  o f  s n o r e s ? )

A t a fu n e r a l ,  o n c e , I h e a r d  th is  p la in t iv e  cry :
" S h e 's  g o n e ; I 'm  a l l  a lo n e . And I 'l l  be lo n e ly  ' t i l l  I d ie ."

I had a d r e a m . I d r e a m e d  of l ib e r a t in g  L ove  
T h at c a r r ie d  us to H e a v e n 's  g a te  
W h ere  a n g e l s , a l l ,  c o m m u n ic a t e .
N o w  t e l l  m e , y o u , w ho a r e  s o  w is e  —
M id st  c r a s h in g  s i l e n c e ,  s le e p in g  s n o r t ,
And l i t t l e ,  lo n e ly ,  s e l f i s h  c r y  —
T h e so u n d  a d r e a m  m a k e s  w h en  it d ie s .
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DARK CIRCLE

M y l i t t l e  o n e ,
th e y  r o a s t e d  p ig s  in  N e v a d a  
a s  a  t e s t  
in  th e  5 0 's
a n d  on  th e  f i lm  y o u  c a n  s e e  
p e o p le  w ith  s u i t s  on 
in  th e  c o n f u s e d  p e n  
a n d  th e n  on  th e  v a s t  
s t r e t c h i n g  d e s e r t  f lo o r  
th e y  s l i p  th e  p ig s  in to  
a lu m in u m  c lo th e s  
h o le s  c u t  in  th e  s id e s  
a n d  th e n  th e y  a r e  p la c e d  
in to  b o x e s  on  s t i l t s  
a l l  in  a  ro w
a n d  b l a s t e d  w ith  a  n u c l e a r  
b l a s t  to  s e e  h o w  w e l l  t h e i r  
s k in  s u r v i v e s
a  p lu to n iu m  w in d .

So l ik e  h u m a n  s k in .
So  l ik e  s u e d e  on m y  s h o e s .  
So l ik e  th e  s p l i t  in  th e  
a v o c a d o  p i t  I k e e p  a b o v e  
w a t e r  to  s a v e ,
s e e in g  th e  k n o t te d  th in g  
in s id e  th a t  t a k e s  f o r e v e r  
to  g ro w ,
s e e i n g  m y  h a i r  in  b r a i d s ,  
th e y  w r a p  a r o u n d  m y  n e c k  
o w n in g  m e .

I a m  a  p y r o m a n i a c  a n d  
m y  s i l k e n  s t r a n d s ,  
t i e s  f o r  a  C o le m a n  
l a n t e r n  m a n t e l .
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