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th e  l iv in g  w e r e  o n ly  c u r i o u s  s u r v i v o r s  o f a  v a n is h e d  t im e .  ."

— N ic h o la s  M o n s e r r a t

W IL L IA M  H O G A R T H , " T IM E  SM O K IN G  A P IC T U R E "

1 9 8 7. B y th e  t im e  m o s t  of u s  a r e  a b le  to  w r i t e  it  w ith o u t  
a  s l i g h t  c o g n i t iv e  h e s i t a t i o n . i t  w i l l  s im p ly  be j u s t  1987 . A l r e a d y ,  
a t  i t s  b i r t h ,  th e  n e w  y e a r  is  b e in g  d i s m i s s e d  a s  i r r e l e v a n t , m e  r e ly  
a  m o te  o f  t im e  to  e n d u r e  u n t i l  a  m o r e  s ig n i f i c a n t  y e a r  a r r i v e s ,  
s u c h  a s  1988 (w h ic h  in  p o l i t i c a l  t e r m s  h a s  a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d ), a n d , 
o f  c o u r s e ,  th e  y e a r  2 0 0 0 , w h ic h  we f a l l  t o w a r d  l ik e  a  r o c k  in to  an  
o c e a n .  T h e  v e lo c i ty  o f th e  b i l e n n iu m 's  a p p r o a c h  is  no  lo n g e r  a s  
i m p e r c e p t i b l e  a s  th e  p r e s e n t  d a i ly  r i s e  o f th e  s u n  to w a r d  th e  
n o r t h e r n  h e m i s p h e r e .  We a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  p r e o c c u p ie d  w ith  th e  
y e a r  2 0 0 0 , now  o n ly  t h i r t e e n  y e a r s  a w a y , d r a w n  by  i t s  m a g n e t ic  
p u l l ,  a l th o u g h  b e y o n d  i t  o u r  v i s io n s  a r e  o p a q u e . A b l a s t e d  e a r t h  
b e tw e e n  th e n  a n d  n o w  is  o u r  a n g s t .

w í t \ SÍa r L 1987 u itH e n n u i - 1 t h ° u g h t  a  s p l a s h  in  P a c i f i c  O c e a n  s u r f  
w ith  e ig h t y - e i g h t  y e a r  o ld  B r id g e t  S now  on  n e w  y e a r ' s  d a y  a t  A rc h  
C a p e  w o u ld  s l a p  m e  b a c k  in to  r e a l i t y  a f t e r  a  fe w  w e e k s  o f s lo th
u í u í l V n d  ' M y H nnua l v o w s  h a v e  e v a p o r a t e d  f a s t e r  th a n
u s u a l  a n d  m y  s e l f - e s t e e m  e b b s .  S t a r t in g  o v e r  is  m y  m a j o r  i l l u s io n  
o f  a  n e w  y e a r .  I w i l l  b e  a  b e t t e r  p e r s o n  a n d  n o t g e t  a n g r y  o r  h u r t
r a i i T th a t  d a  tO m ° r e  h o n e s t  a n d  g e n e r o u s .  M a y b e  it is  th e
r a i n  t h a t  d a m p e n s  m y  r e s o l v e ,  o r  th e  C h r i s t m a s  b i l l s .  By F e b r u a r y  
I a m  u s u a l ly  th e  s a m e  p e r s o n  I w a s  l a s t  N o v e m b e r .

T h e  b e g in n in g  of a  y e a r  u s u a l ly  e n v e lo p s  m e  in  g lo o m  D ro b a b lv  
b e c a u s e  I ta k e  a  q u ic k  io o k  a ,  th e  f u tu r e  a n d  s e e  m y ów „  de .a lh  V

a p p r a i s a l  o f  p e r s o n a l  d e a th  d o e s  n o t  w in  r e p r i e v e  f r o m '° U r a g e ° u5

R a in ,  w h ic h  k e e p s  a l iv e  th e  l iv in g  a n d  r e g e n e r a t e s  th e  d e a d , p r o -
tVh°ekier SRkpfile tC tl° n ’ Pa r t i c u l a r l V d u r in g  w in te r  w h e n  t r e e s  t a u n t  u s  w ith  
t h e i r  s k e l e t o n s  a n d  g r a y  i s  th e  b r i g h t e s t  c o l o r .  I th in k  o f w h a t to  
w r i t e ,  a  p o n t i f ic a t io n  on  th e  c o m in g  y e a r .  M y b r a i n  s t a y s  c o z y  by a  
? / e ’ p r e f f-r r i n g to  d r e a m .  P e o p le  w ho  a r e  p o o r  a n d  h o m e l e s s  d r a g  
th r o u g h  th e  w e t s t r e e t s  o u t s id e  m y  w in d o w s , s ta n d in g  o r  s i t t i n g  a n y -
them r< b , ,7 l  a0 “ *, ,1Ong aS  "  f l y ' ’ a m  a  P’ V 'h e c k  f r o m  b e in g  a r r j g  
th e m  b u t I r a r e l y  g l im p s e  m y s e l f  in  t h e i r  s a d  c o ld  f a c e s .  P r o s p e r i t

is  p r o m i s e d  — i t  is  a lw a y s  p r o m is e d ;  a n d  a lw a y s  a s  a  d iv in e  r ig h t  — 
b u t  th e  p u b lic  w e a l th  is  t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  th o s e  w ho n e e d  i t  to  th o s e  
w ho  h a v e  to o  m u c h  o f i t .  G r e e d  fu e ls  th e  s a m e  r e c k l e s s  p e l l  m e l l  
r u s h  to  d i s a s t e r  a s  th e  n u c l e a r  a r m s  r a c e .  We t r y  to  h id e  in 
m a t e r i a l i s m  f r o m  th e  h o r r o r s  it  p r o d u c e s .  W ar lo o m s  a s  a lw a y s .
T h e  d a n g e r  is  t h a t  w e a r e  g o v e rn e d  by  m e n  w ho a c t  l ik e  a  g an g  of 
b o y s  on a d a r e .  T h e y  r u le  us w ith  g r e a t e r  c o n te m p t  a n d  c o n t r a d ic t io n  
th a n  u s u a l .  P e r h a p s  th e  P r e s i d e n t  h a s  d ie d  in  a sh o w b iz  v e r s i o n  of th  
In d ia n  c u r s e  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  th e  c o n t r a - c e p t i o n  a r m s  d e a l  w ith  I r a n .  W< 
™re8ahm f in a l ly  UP f r ° m  U n d er hiS Spe11 th is  y e a r  a s  if  f r o m  a  b a d

W hat w il l  1987 be l ik e ,  w h a t s p le n d id  a c h ie v e m e n t  o r  h o r r i b l e  
s h u d d e r  m ig h t  it  a d d  to  h i s t o r y ?  A y e a r  f r o m  now  we w ill  s t i l l  be 
p e r p l e x e d ,  u n s u r e  o f w h a t h a p p e n e d  o r  w h a t it  f o r e b o d e s .  W hat I 
m o s t  w ish  fo r  1987 is  to  l iv e  th ro u g h  i t ,  an d  I w ish  p e a c e  an d  lo v e ,  
th e  e n d  o f p o v e r ty ,  h u n g e r  an d  w a r  to  g iv e  m e  a  b e t t e r  c h a n c e  I 
l ik e  th e  m e s s a g e  on a  T - s h i r t  th a t  a  m id d le a g e d  m a n  w o re  to  ih e  
T a n g le w o o d  M u s ic  F e s t i v a l  in  L e n o x , M a s s a c h u s e t t s  l a s t  y e a r -  
" I t 's  n e v e r  to o  l a t e  to  h a v e  a h ap p y  c h i ld h o o d ."

— M IC H A E L  P A U L  M cC U S K E R

CAHHOH DF.ACH DOOK COMPANY
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