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LOOK WTO Mt EYES! YOU’RE GETTOM 
VERY, VEST TIRED! YOU’RE GOMfl TO SLEEP! 
AND WHEN YOU AWAKE,YOUlL BE LIVING 

IN A WONDERFUL LAND WHERE THERE 
IS NO SEX-BIAS («PREJUDICE. 

.WHERE THERE IS NO POLLUTION, 
i POVERTY,OR UNEMPLOYMENT. 

YOU SEE n  MCW.DON T YOU?!! 
ISN’T IT BEWITIFWL7!.-
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THE FUTURES FOUNDATION

by Rob Sawyer

H a p p y  N ew  Y e a r :  Y e a h . . . F o r  w h o ?  C e r ta i n ly  
n o t  th e  d i s i l l u s i o n e d .  N o th in g  h a s  c h a n g e d  f o r  
th e  h u n g r y ,  h o m e l e s s ,  a n d  h e l p l e s s .  O u r  c h i l ­
d r e n 's  f u t u r e s  h o ld  l e s s  p r o m i s e  th i s  y e a r  
th a n  e v e r  b e f o r e ,  b u t w e d o  n o t  c a r e  e n o u g h  a s  
a  w h o le  to  l e a v e  th e m  a  l e g a c y  th e y  c a n  l iv e  
w ith . We p r id e  o u r s e l v e s  w ith  b e in g  h u m a n , a n d  
a c t  in  a  m a n n e r  th a t  m a k e s  e v e n  th e  m o s t  
v ic io u s  a n im a l s  s e e m  k in d  by  c o m p a r i s o n .
We h a v e  t a k e n  s o m e  s t e p s  in  th e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n ,  
b u t o v e r a l l ,  w e m a y  a s  w e ll  be  w a lk in g  b a c k ­
w a r d s  .

T h e  h u m a n  r ig h t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  A m n e s ty  
I n t e r n a t io n a l ,  r e p o r t e d  in 1984 th a t  " m o r e  th a n  
a  t h i r d  o f th e  w o r l d 's  g o v e r n m e n ts  h a v e  u s e d  
o r  t o l e r a t e d  t o r t u r e  o r  i l l - t r e a t m e n t  o f p r i s ­
o n e r s  in  th e  1 9 8 0 s ."  G o v e r n m e n ts  c a n  o n ly  
a b u s e  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to  g o v e r n  if  th e  p e o p le  th e y  
g o v e r n  a l lo w  th e m  to  do  s o .  A m n e s ty  I n t e r ­
n a t io n a l  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  to  e x p o s e  a n d  s to p  th e  
u s e  of t o r t u r e , w ith  m u c h  s u c c e s s .  S t i l l ,  m o s t  
o f  us c o n t in u e  to  r e m a in  ig n o r a n t  o f t h i s  s a d  
f a c t .

T h e  G lo b a l  2 0 0 0  S tu d y  c o n d u c te d  d u r in g  th e  
C a r t e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s t a t e d  th a t ,  " I f  p r e s e n t  
t r e n d s  c o n t in u e ,  th e  w o r ld  in  2 0 0 0  w i l l  be  m o r e  
c r o w d e d ,  m o r e  p o l lu te d ,  l e s s  s t a b l e  e c o lo g i c a l ly ,  
a n d  m o r e  v u ln e r a b l e  to  d i s r u p t i o n  th a n  th e  
w o r ld  w e l iv e  in  n o w ."  T h a t  is  j u s t  t h i r t e e n  
y e a r s  f r o m  n o w . W hat w i l l  2 0 2 5  be  l ik e ?

E v e n  if  a  p e r s o n  h a s  t im e  to  c o n s i d e r  s u c h  
th in g s  w h e n  n o t  p r e o c c u p ie d  w ith  th e  t r a p p in g s  
o f  m a t e r i a l i s m ,  s / h e  m a y  f e e l  th a t  n o th in g  c a n  
c h a n g e  t h in g s .  So w hy  t r y ?  T h in k  a b o u t  th a t  th e  
n e x t  t im e  y o u  lo o k  in to  a  c h i l d 's  e y e s .

We d o  n o t  h a v e  to  s p e n d  o u r  t im e  m e s m e r ­
iz e d  by p r i m e - t i m e  t e l e v i s i o n ,  a n d  w o r r y in g  
a b o u t  o u r  i m a g e s .  G r a n te d ,  th e  t a s k  o f  c r e a t ­

in g  a  b e t t e r  w o r ld  i s  n o t  a  p l e a s a n t  o n e , b u t a r e  
w e r e a l l y  s o  s e l f - c e n t e r e d  th a t  w e w il l  a b a n d o n  
h o p e  f o r  th e  f u tu r e ?  We c a n n o t  c o n t in u e  to  la y  
th e  f o u n d a t io n  of h e l l  a n d  e x p e c t  to  be r e c e iv e d  
in  h e a v e n .

T h e  U n ite d  S t a te s  h a d  a  P r e s i d e n t  w ho f e l t  
c o m p a s s io n ,  lo o k e d  to w a r d  th e  f u tu r e ,  a n d  c a r e d  
a b o u t  p e o p le .  We th o u g h t  h e  w a s  to o  w e a k - k n e e d .  
So w e e l e c t e d  a  to u g h  g u y  w ho  b e l i e v e s  y o u  c a n  
m a k e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  p e a c e  by h o ld in g  g u n s  to  
p e o p le 's  h e a d s .  R o n a ld  R e a g a n  c a l l s  h i m s e l f  a  
C h r i s t i a n ,  b u t h is  p o l i c i e s  p a r a l l e l  S o c ia l  D a r ­
w in i s m .

If th e  S ta tu e  o f  L i b e r t y  c o u ld  e x p r e s s  e m o ­
t io n ,  h e r  t e a r s  m ig h t  h e lp  b a la n c e  th e  s c a l e s  
f o r  j u s t i c e .  B u t a n y o n e  w h o  b e l i e v e s  t h e r e  is  
j u s t i c e  in  th i s  o r  a n y  o t h e r  c o u n t r y  h a s  le d  a 
v e r y  s h e l t e r e d  l i f e .  A s k  a n y  s o c io l o g i s t  how  
m u c h  j u s t i c e  t h e r e  i s ,  s / h e  w il l  l ik e ly  t e l l  you  
th a t  t h e r e  is  v e ry  l i t t l e .  Y ou do n o t s e e  k id s  
b o r n  w ith  s i l v e r  s p o o n s  in  t h e i r  m o u th s  s i t t in g  
in  th e  c a g e s  w e h a v e  b u i l t  f o r  th e  l e s s  f o r tu n a te .  
If h i s t o r y  r e p e a t s  i t s e l f ,  t h o s e  s i l v e r  s p o o n s  
m a y  s o o n  be m o ld e d  in to  g u i l l o t i n e s .  L e t 's  
h o p e  n o t .  We s h o u ld  s o m e h o w  be a b le  to  t r a n ­
s c e n d  c o n f l i c t .  A f te r  a l l ,  w e a r e  a n a t io n  of 
C h r i s t i a n s , a r e n ' t  w e ?  H e ll  no! We a r e  a n a tio n  
o f m a t e r i a l i s t s  p r e t e n d in g  w e h a v e  e t h i c s .  As 
lo n g  a s  o u r  ow n n ic h e  is  s e c u r e ,  w e a r e  h a p p y . 
C o l l e c t iv e ly ,  th o u g h , w e a r e  w a lk in g  d ow n  a 
c o r r i d o r  th a t  l e a d s  s t r a i g h t  to  a  h e l l  o f o u r  
ow n  m a k in g .

E d u c a t io n  is  th e  k e y  th a t  c a n  u n lo c k  th e  d o o r  
to  a  b r i g h t e r  f u tu r e .  B ut w h a t h a v e  we d o n e  
w ith  o u r  l e a r n in g  i n s t i t u t i o n s ?  We h a v e  put 
th e m  in to  th e  s e r v i c e  o f f a c e l e s s  m o n s t e r s  
c a l l e d  c o r p o r a t i o n s . O u r  s c h o o ls  do  n o t f o s t e r  
th e  f r e e  th in k in g  th a t  is  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f g r e a t

m in d s .  I n s te a d  th e y  t e a c h  o u r  y o u th  to  c o n fo r m  
to  s t a n d a r d s  s e t  by  m e n  w ho w il l  u t i l i z e  t h e i r  
m in d s  f o r  one o b je c t iv e .  P r o f i t .  Why m u s t  
p e o p le  w a lk  d o w n  l in e s  d r a w n  by  th e  m e n  in  th e  
g r a y  u n i f o r m s  we c a l l  b u s in e s s  s u i t s ?  B e c a u s e  
if  a n  in d iv id u a l  r e f u s e s  to  c o n f o r m  to  t h e i r  
s t a n d a r d ,  th e y  w il l  m a k e  c e r t a i n  s / h e  s t a r v e s .  
T h e n  if  s / h e  s t e a l s  s o m e th in g  to  e a t ,  s / h e  w ill  
b e  lo c k e d  u p  w ith  o t h e r  m a lc o n te n t s  w ho  q u e s ­
t io n  o r  d e fy  a u th o r i t y .

If we c o u ld  s o m e h o w  ta k e  o u r  l e a r n in g  i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s  b a c k  a n d  a l lo w  o u r  c h i l d r e n  to  th in k  in  
a  c r e a t i v e  f a s h io n ,  m a y b e  o u r  k id s  c o u ld  b e g in  
la y in g  th e  f o u n d a t io n  o f a  b e t t e r  w o r ld  f o r  t h e m ­
s e lv e s  a n d  t h e i r  ow n c h i l d r e n .  It i s  g o in g  to  be 
to u g h  to  p u t r e i n s  on  c o r p o r a t i o n s  now  th a t  th e y  
a r e  g lo b a l .  B u t if  w e d o  n o t s to p  th e  c o r p o r a ­
t io n s  f r o m  b e c o m in g  th e  g o v e rn in g  f o r c e s  th e y  
a r e  e v o lv in g  in to ,  th e n  th e  c l a s s  d iv i s io n s  w il l  
c o n tin u e  to  b e c o m e  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  d i s t i n c t ,  
u n t i l  m o s t  o f u s a r e  n o th in g  m o r e  th a n  p r o l e ­
t a r i a n s .  S o u n d  f a m i l i a r ?

P e o p le  k n o w  w h a t is  r ig h t  a n d  w h a t is  w ro n g . 
T h a t  is  w hy w e p o s s e s s  a c o n s c i e n c e .  R e l ig io n  
is  a  p r o d u c t  o f o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  c o n s c i e n c e  th a t  
t r i e s  to  m o r e  c l e a r l y  d e f in e  th e  b o u n d a ry  
b e tw e e n  r ig h t  a n d  w r o n g . L iv in g  in  th e  m o d e r n  
w o r ld ,  it is  o f te n  d i f f ic u l t  to  c l e a r l y  d i s t i n g u i s h  
r ig h t  f r o m  w r o n g .  S t i l l ,  we s h o u ld  be a b le  to  
s e e  th a t  a l l  o f  h u m a n i ty 's  k i l l in g  a n d  b r u t a l i t y  
h a s  n o t b r o u g h t  u s a n y  c l o s e r  to  u to p ia .  We 
s h o u ld  a l s o  k n o w  th a t  o u r  in d iv id u a l  s e l f i s h n e s s  
o f te n  c r e a t e s  a n o t h e r 's  s o r r o w s .  It m a y  be 
h a r d  to  do  w h a t  is  r ig h t ,  bu t i f  w e d o n 't ,  th e n  
th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  w il l  be  h a r d e r  s t i l l .  F o r  a l l  
o f u s .

R o b  S a w y e r  l iv e s  in  S e a s id e .


