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LOWER COLUMBIA RIVER
BOWPICKERS

Written & Ph()tographedby James Stotter

Gillnetting is a style of fishing in which the fisherman lets wlir quick ‘ ) t i nal 1 b r ''dog us e,
out several hundred fanthoms of net constructed of a float iust big e ) be o« ‘ i yuple m ¢ ind some gear,
made of corks nli[)llu'd onto a nylon rope [ied to this [ 1 Most f the 510l D [ t ) i ) ned b 1 ( rysle
intervals of several feet is the net with a mesh of four to s Crown st 5 ( ( ( yower u for e fleet
inches, A line weighted with lead tied to the bottom of the mes!
spreads it open, thus forming a wall from the surface of the : : ‘ ia | ; "¢ rom the mouth o
river usually to the bottom. The fish swim into the transpare Kb to Bor : al L € the dam s treat 51l
mesh and get caught by their gills, Unless the net is snaggec : L : cetl ol bow ¢ jmie are used, lThi
or damaged, the fish remain ensnared until the net is hauled ower Co t ‘ responsible for est
and the fish are picked. The end of the net is marked by an Ry W51 . irturii numel 1s to s and communities along
orange ball by day and a white light by night, It is often 1mpos- e UNAKS. UL the Fiver thoug cvela inished or starte
sible to tell one end of a net from several others, [ ; .

Bowpickers is a nickname given to describe the style I 180 I re : notograp
Columbia River salmon fishing boats with the work area for- ' ) . ' : ) r ileet and Tt
ward, ""Picking' is the task of removing fish from the gillnet ! sl A es, whnt : ) L eet there
as the nets are hauled aboard. Unlike other tyvpes of gillnet vas st ; ¢ y - - I'ha eritage ' )
boats, this job of picking is done from the bow of the boat i gl ' sherman, the
rather than the stern, The cabin is placed in the stern and BLE E3% 5150 ' € ' the ¢
from mid-boat forward is open for fish, net storage and work \lderbrook Statio at us ¢ ( )int 1or most ol
area, s adult life, Up |l the da ' ¢ rke e boat
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This basic design has changed little since the lower Columbia ear e 11d ! ‘111 the boats b till helped repa
River salmon fisherv was developed during the 1880s, Originalls :
the entire boat was open and powered by sail, but with the adven:
of gasoline engines a cowling of some sort was needed, This - = 4 W
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