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Call it the

a whisper of hope in a

what you like.

11l it

great equal-

iZer, ( bad economy,

all it an t‘f]'ldl HIU"[JU!'TL:II:I\ I'l'u-il‘([lll'h.* of educa-
tion, sex, race or socioeconomic class. Don't
forget to call Oregon's lottery system a quick
way for the state to earn a buck, a short-term
solution for a long-term problem, which addres-
ses none of the long-term causes and cannot,
therefore, solve them, The lottery is a product
sold by the state, and as such is a mirage, a
creation of ad vertising like any other ]lT'uf]'.ll ks
promising by image and slogan what it can
1ever deliver,

Combine the glowing promotional descrip-
tions of Oregon's lottery, the shining faces of
'V ad hopefuls, and the bright eight-by-ten
smiles of winners, and it would rival a beam
from tl 'illamook lighthouse; yvou'd think the
lottery would save as manvy lives as well,

In defense of state lotteries in general, an
article in The .“i'nafidy Oregonian (July 21,1985)

claimed that a lottery is a cohesive element in

society, It unites across all boundaries of race,

g T . : A
sex, religion, ideology, in the game of chance.
['he odds may

be small, but everyone has an

equal shot, A brief moment of intuitive under -
tanding unites the man in gray pinstripes and
the ma muddy overalls as they rub off the
shiny silver film, and presumably they are
better human beings for that moment. Yeah.

Probably we cheer and
back
'he poor achieve instant equality, the Ore-

claimed. In what realm? Instant

1“'1!1-_"}] or h]l:_"Il or g0

to whatever we were doing.

gonian art |t"l"

equality because they have the same odds? Or

because if they win they have money and are

1ow equal? If that's the equality we're looking

for, we'd do better to learn to play good poker

for il.'_-‘_.'. stakes where the odds are more favor-
able, The unemployed among us are not looking
for equal betting odds, they're looking for a job

or a home and the lottery doesn't do anything
togive them a better chance at either, No matter
how many poor people win big, the structures
they battle with don't change, The lottery may
be an equal opportunity, but it doesn't create
one, a crucial difference the advertising people
avoid delineating,

I'he prime defense, though, is Lottery As Great
Hope. When all other arguments fail, no one can
disagree that the lottery gives people an instant

of hopeful anticipation, reinforced by the crossed

Win up to
$10,000 instantly,
or the expanding
Jackpot Prize in

the Oregon Lottery

fingers logo, and carefully nurtured by the news
media who splash the big winners in banner head-
lines, This could have been you if you had been
one second/minute /hour /day /week earlier/later,
and had walked around the block to buy just
one /two/ten tickets,

We all need hope to get to work in the morn-
ing and make it home at night, The lottery, even
when we don't win, gives us that long-awaited
gleam in the eye, If we can't make the economy
better, we can at least have fun at the bottom.
Handy of the state to make a few bucks off the
deal. Mills close, canneries close, whole towns
have folded, businesses pull their headquarters
out of the state and we don't know vet that a
recovery has been in process since 1984, Offer
a million to one shot at the big one and who
isn't going to bite?

The image of lottery as great hope sidesteps
the reason we need hope in the first place, We
need jobs. We need to have something to do,
somewhere to go, something to feel good about,
and some way to pay the rent, The lottery isn't
going to get us hopping out of bed with bright
anticipation for the new day. The lottery is a
gamble. It's a quick fix like a chocolate bar, We
all need them on occasion, we all use them,
Every once in a while someone wins and pays
off their mortgages and sends their kids to
college and that's nice. But it doesn't guarantee
equality and it does not give anyone any oppor -
tunities they didn't already have,.

Advertisers have to pump the image or buy-
ing tickets wouldn't be nearly so exciting, but
you'd think with the amazing possibilities they
say it holds and the impact on social structures
is World
the economy. The

it is purported to have, that the lottery
War Il come back to save
lottery is no great good and it's no great evil,
It's not meant to change any structures, nor is

it profound enough to change human beings, It's
another escape route for the state budget and
another temporary distraction for the people
who buy in. It's a game; play it or don't. When
it comes to asking whether or not it's a good
thing for Oregon, ask where the proceeds go,
how much goes for advertising, is it financing
itself, is it sufficiently self-perpetuating not to
be a drain on the state's economy. Ask if it's
doing what it was meant to do. It was meant to
be a stop-gap in the budget deficit, not a great
white hope.
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A NATURAL FOODS GROCERY
Lowest Prices On
Spices, Whole Grains,
Flours, Cheese, Dairy
Products, Dried Fruit
Cooperatively run - Discounts Available

1120 Marine Dr., Astoria
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WAS THAT
| JOE'S OLD
1 CAR THAT A
WHIZZED

SURE Bll.l.-W

HE JUST HAD
HIS CAR
RECONDITIONED

BY

BOB
BERG'S

CENT
Parts & Service for Impoarted Vehicles
733 Ocean Way, Seaside 738-8883
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open daily 10-6 4361571 pa box 175 cannon beach

CANNON BEACH DOOK COMPANY

132 North Hemlock, Cannon Beach 436-1301

aurels Wineshop

263 N. HEMLOCK, CANNON BEACH 436-1666
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