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C a l l  it  w h a t  y o u  l ik e .  C a l l  i t  th e  g r e a t  e q u a l ­
i z e r ,  c a l l  i t  a  w h i s p e r  o f h o p e  in  a  b a d  e c o n o m y , 
c a l l  it a n  e q u a l  o p p o r tu n i ty  r e g a r d l e s s  o f e d u c a  
t io n ,  s e x ,  r a c e  o r  s o c io e c o n o m ic  c l a s s .  D o n 't  
f o r g e t  to  c a l l  O r e g o n 's  l o t t e r y  s y s t e m  a  q u ic k  
w a y  f o r  th e  s t a t e  to  e a r n  a  b u c k , a  s h o r t - t e r m  
s o lu t io n  f o r  a  l o n g - t e r m  p r o b le m ,  w h ic h  a d d r e s ­
s e s  n o n e  o f th e  l o n g - t e r m  c a u s e s  a n d  c a n n o t ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  s o lv e  th e m .  T h e  l o t t e r y  is  a  p r o d u c t  
s o ld  by the  s t a t e ,  a n d  a s  s u c h  is  a m i r a g e ,  a 
c r e a t i o n  o f a d v e r t i s i n g  l ik e  a n y  o th e r  p r o d u c t ,  
p r o m i s in g  by im a g e  a n d  s lo g a n  w h a t it  c a n  
n e v e r  d e l i v e r .

C o m b in e  th e  g lo w in g  p r o m o t io n a l  d e s c r i p ­
t io n s  of O r e g o n 's  l o t t e r y ,  th e  s h in in g  f a c e s  o f 
T V  a d  h o p e f u l s ,  a n d  th e  b r ig h t  e i g h t - b y - t e n  
s m i l e s  o f  w i n n e r s ,  a n d  i t  w o u ld  r i v a l  a  b e a m  
f r o m  th e  T i l la m o o k  l ig h th o u s e ;  y o u 'd  th in k  the  
l o t t e r y  w o u ld  s a v e  a s  m a n y  l iv e s  a s  w e l l .

In d e f e n s e  o f s t a t e  l o t t e r i e s  in  g e n e r a l ,  an  
a r t i c l e  in  T h e  S u n d a y  O r e g o n ia n  ( J u ly  2 1 ,1 9 8 5 )  
c l a i m e d  th a t  a  l o t t e r y  is  a c o h e s iv e  e l e m e n t  in  
s o c i e t y .  It u n i te s  a c r o s s  a l l  b o u n d a r i e s  o f r a c e ,  
s e x ,  r e l i g io n ,  id e o lo g y ,  in  th e  g a m e  of c h a n c e .  
T h e  o d d s  m a y  be s m a l l ,  b u t e v e r y o n e  h a s  an  
e q u a l  s h o t .  A b r i e f  m o m e n t  o f i n tu i t iv e  u n d e r ­
s ta n d in g  u n i te s  th e  m a n  in  g r a y  p i n s t r i p e s  a n d  
th e  m a n  in  m u d d y  o v e r a l l s  a s  th e y  r u b  o ff  th e  
s h in y  s i l v e r  f i lm ,  a n d  p r e s u m a b ly  th e y  a r e  
b e t t e r  h u m a n  b e in g s  f o r  th a t  m o m e n t .  Y e a h . 
P r o b a b ly  w e la u g h  o r  s ig h  o r  c h e e r  a n d  go 
b a c k  to  w h a te v e r  we w e r e  d o in g .

T h e  p o o r  a c h ie v e  i n s t a n t  e q u a l i ty ,  th e  O r e ­
g o n ia n  a r t i c l e  c l a im e d .  In w h a t r e a l m ?  I n s ta n t  
e q u a l i ty  b e c a u s e  th e y  h a v e  th e  s a m e  o d d s ?  O r 
b e c a u s e  if  th e y  w in  th e y  h a v e  m o n e y  a n d  a r e  
n o w  e q u a l?  If t h a t 's  th e  e q u a l i ty  w e 'r e  lo o k in g  
f o r ,  w e 'd  d o  b e t t e r  to  l e a r n  to  p la y  g o o d  p o k e r  
f o r  h ig h  s t a k e s  w h e r e  th e  o d d s  a r e  m o r e  f a v o r ­
a b l e .  T h e  u n e m p lo y e d  a m o n g  us a r e  n o t lo o k in g  
f o r  e q u a l  b e t t in g  o d d s ,  t h e y 'r e  lo o k in g  f o r  a  jo b  
o r  a  h o m e  a n d  th e  l o t t e r y  d o e s n 't  do  a n y th in g  
to  g iv e  th e m  a  b e t t e r  c h a n c e  a t  e i t h e r . No m a t t e r  
ho w  m a n y  p o o r  p e o p le  w in  b ig , th e  s t r u c t u r e s  
th e y  b a t t l e  w ith  d o n 't  c h a n g e .  T h e  l o t t e r y  m a y  
be  a n  e q u a l  o p p o r tu n i ty ,  bu t i t  d o e s n 't  c r e a t e  
o n e ,  a  c r u c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  th e  a d v e r t i s i n g  p e o p le  
a v o id  d e l in e a t in g .

T he  p r im e  d e f e n s e ,  th o u g h , is  L o t te r y  A s G r e a t  
H o p e . W hen a l l  o th e r  a r g u m e n ts  f a i l ,  no  o n e  can  
d i s a g r e e  th a t  th e  l o t t e r y  g iv e s  p e o p le  a n  i n s t a n t  
o f h o p e fu l  a n t i c ip a t io n ,  r e i n f o r c e d  by th e  c r o s s e d
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f i n g e r s  lo g o , a n d  c a r e f u l l y  n u r t u r e d  by  th e  n e w s  
m e d ia  w ho  s p la s h  th e  b ig  w in n e r s  in  b a n n e r  h e a d ­
l i n e s .  T h is  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  y o u  if  you  h a d  b e e n  
o n e  s e c o n d / m i n u t e / h o u r / d a y / w e e k  e a r l i e r / l a t e r , 
a n d  h a d  w a lk e d  a r o u n d  th e  b lo c k  to  b u y  j u s t  
o n e / t w o / t e n  t i c k e t s .

We a l l  n e e d  h o p e  to  g e t  to  w o rk  in  th e  m o r n ­
in g  a n d  m a k e  i t  h o m e  a t  n ig h t .  T h e  l o t t e r y ,  e v e n  
w h e n  we d o n 't  w in , g iv e s  u s  th a t  lo n g - a w a i te d  
g l e a m  in  th e  e y e .  If w e c a n ' t  m a k e  th e  e c o n o m y  
b e t t e r ,  w e c a n  a t  l e a s t  h a v e  fu n  a t  th e  b o t to m . 
H a n d y  o f th e  s t a t e  to  m a k e  a  fe w  b u c k s  o f f  th e  
d e a l .  M il ls  c l o s e ,  c a n n e r i e s  c l o s e ,  w h o le  to w n s  
h a v e  f o ld e d ,  b u s i n e s s e s  p u l l  t h e i r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
o u t  o f  th e  s t a t e  a n d  w e d o n 't  k n o w  y e t  th a t  a 
r e c o v e r y  h a s  b e e n  in  p r o c e s s  s in c e  1984 . O f fe r  
a  m i l l i o n  to  o n e  s h o t  a t  th e  b ig  one  a n d  w ho 
i s n ' t  g o in g  to  b i te ?

T h e  im a g e  o f l o t t e r y  a s  g r e a t  h o p e  s i d e s t e p s  
th e  r e a s o n  we n e e d  h o p e  in  th e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  We 
n e e d  j o b s .  We n e e d  to  h a v e  s o m e th in g  to  do , 
s o m e w h e r e  to  g o , s o m e th in g  to  f e e l  g o o d  a b o u t ,  
a n d  s o m e  w ay  to  p a y  th e  r e n t .  T h e  l o t t e r y  i s n ' t  
g o in g  to  g e t  u s  h o p p in g  o u t o f  b e d  w ith  b r ig h t  
a n t i c ip a t io n  f o r  th e  n e w  d a y . T h e  l o t t e r y  is  a  
g a m b le .  I t 's  a  q u ic k  f ix  l ik e  a  c h o c o la te  b a r .  We 
a l l  n e e d  th e m  on  o c c a s i o n ,  w e a l l  u s e  th e m . 
E v e r y  o n c e  in  a  w h ile  s o m e o n e  w in s  a n d  p a y s  
o ff  t h e i r  m o r t g a g e s  a n d  s e n d s  t h e i r  k id s  to  
c o l l e g e  a n d  t h a t 's  n i c e .  B u t i t  d o e s n 't  g u a r a n t e e  
e q u a l i ty  a n d  i t  d o e s  n o t g iv e  a n y o n e  a n y  o p p o r ­
t u n i t i e s  th e y  d i d n 't  a l r e a d y  h a v e .

A d v e r t i s e r s  h a v e  to  p u m p  th e  im a g e  o r  b u y ­
in g  t i c k e t s  w o u ld n 't  be n e a r l y  s o  e x c i t in g ,  b u t 
y o u 'd  th in k  w ith  th e  a m a z in g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  th e y  
s a y  i t  h o ld s  a n d  th e  im p a c t  on  s o c ia l  s t r u c t u r e s  
i t  is  p u r p o r t e d  to  h a v e ,  th a t  th e  l o t t e r y  is  W o rld  
W a r  II c o m e  b a c k  to  s a v e  th e  e c o n o m y . T h e  
l o t t e r y  is  n o  g r e a t  g o o d  a n d  i t ' s  no  g r e a t  e v i l .
I t 's  n o t  m e a n t  to  c h a n g e  a n y  s t r u c t u r e s ,  n o r  is  
i t  p r o fo u n d  e n o u g h  to  c h a n g e  h u m a n  b e in g s .  I t 's  
a n o th e r  e s c a p e  r o u te  f o r  th e  s t a t e  b u d g e t  a n d  
a n o th e r  t e m p o r a r y  d i s t r a c t i o n  f o r  th e  p e o p le  
w h o  buy in . I t 's  a g a m e ;  p la y  it  o r  d o n 't .  W hen 
i t  c o m e s  to  a s k in g  w h e th e r  o r  n o t i t ' s  a  g o o d  
th in g  f o r  O r e g o n ,  a s k  w h e r e  th e  p r o c e e d s  g o , 
h o w  m u c h  g o e s  f o r  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  i s  i t  f in a n c in g  
i t s e l f ,  i s  it  s u f f i c i e n t ly  s e l f - p e r p e t u a t i n g  n o t to  
be  a  d r a i n  on th e  s t a t e ' s  e c o n o m y . A s k  i f  i t ' s  
d o in g  w h a t it  w a s  m e a n t  to  d o . It w a s  m e a n t  to  
be  a  s t o p - g a p  in  th e  b u d g e t d e f i c i t ,  n o t a g r e a t  
w h ite  h o p e .
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A NATURAL FOODS GROCERY 

Lowest Prices On 
Spices, Whole Grains,
Flours, Cheese, Dairy 
Products, Dried Fruit 

Cooperatively run - Discounts Available 
1120 Marine Dr., Astoria

263 N. Hemlock Cannon Beach 436-2661

MI-COSH 
WAS THAT 
JOE’S OLD 
CAR THAT 
WHIZZED  
BY US?

/
SURE BILL- 

HE JUST HAD 
H IS  CAf^ 

RECONDITIONED 
B Y

BOB

imPORT AUTO CenTER
Parts & Service for Im ported Vehicles 
733 O cean W ay. Seaside 7 3 8 -8 8 8 3

CANNON BEACH BOOK COMPANY
132 North Hemlock, Cannon Beach 436-1301

L aurels Wineshop
263  N . H E M L O C K , C A N N O N  B E A C H  4 3 6 -1 6 6 6

c l o t h i n q
open d d iIlj 10 0 436 1571 pa box 175 cannon beach


