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AND OPINION

FREEDOM IMPLIES MATURITY

by Michael Paul McCusker

"Journalists, as the man said, do not have
responsibility, The trouble is they do not
have power, either: what they do have is
influence, which is a very different thing,
They also have a fascinating time, fiendish
hours and conditions of work, and fairly
small rewards." — The Economist

G. B. Shaw to a journalist:
"Sir, your profession has, as usual, des -
troyed your brain."

July is a month in which we celebrate free-
dom. The larger voices proclaim America as
the freest, most wonderful country on Earth
and unfurl the flags of wordly preeminence
and Godly jingoism, There are smaller voices
of disagreement, which is not to say that the
ideals of freedom are not present within the
nation or that their intent is less than political
freedom and equality for everyone who pres-
ently and in the future dwell within its bor-
ders, It is that the actuality is far less than
what is advertised; that political freedom is
not the daily reality of millions of American
citizens; that the old evils of worth measured
by wealth, race and sex continually and persist-
ently erode the foundations we claim to stand
upon and believe in,

A paradox that might be worth considering
is that nationalism, which is a packaged prod-
uct that disguises inequities and rot within a
nation while simultaneously promoting the
ambitions of a powerful and avaricious few,
is a prerequisite for expansion: and that ide-
ologies, which are fictions, are just ifications for
conquest, We disguise our intent to rule the
world — in a neo- fashion, which is the current
and most probable fashion in a nuclear age —

by accusing our major competitor of the same
design while protraying ourselves as simply
in defense against its ambitions: and in the
meanwhile our cultural rulers preach our des-
tiny to spread our way of life to a world which
only awaits to embrace our superior and enlight-
ened rule,

The use of information is vital to either
mote or reject this view of our universal
superiority as a people, a culture and an ide-
ology. It is also vital to how we conduct our-
selves within own boundaries
we ultimately view ourselves,
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Is it a free exchange of ideas or should it be
controlled to reflect only certainideas? A cor-

.
only a bus-

the very intelligent and far-looking framers
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opinions are subdivided into editorial sections
of news papers or as commentary segments of
radio 4l d ‘r']i";.*l\;.’. I.'J‘.'Ir!f]~ asts., :u[:)";'. men
ind ‘n in the news business do not think
of themselves as propagandists: on the con-

trary, most of them earnestly attempt the im-
possibility of objective recounting of incidents

ollary question is if information is
iness like other businesses and is to be in the

hands of the relatively few who are able to ’
afford and profit from its dissemination and i
ultimate control. A. J, Leibling, y was dis - |
satisfied with the subordination of information, |
said that a free press existed only for tho I
who were wealthy enough to own one
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about without great risks of libel suit, That
ruling, which was against Willamette Week
and favored a bank in the
tially that while celebrities of the
be exhaustively exhumed in the press, institu-
tions which affect millions are virtually untouch-
able,

Technology, especially satellites and compu-
ters, have enabled the huge growth of information
networks that are instantaneous and worldwide,
Multinational corporations, which
governments in control of public
are able to transmit and
information to and from subsid all over
the globe, They are also able to control and man-
ipulate the information pertaining to their acti-
vities which gives them powers
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and facts — in the words of Gene Fowler that
vews is history shot on the wing, But of course
they reflect the biases of their societly, and
1ltimately of the business they serve,

What is known as the advocad press has no
such pretensions toward objectivity, or illus-
1ons. Grinding P ylitical and ideological axes is

purpose, and like T'hird Parties in this
( t the ma ical publications are the
tchens for idea _I\‘»!..'*I""f' theair !‘-1'\.\}1".Thl‘\'
owe unequivoc alallegiance tothe First Amend-
ment, which guarantees freedoms of press and
s ped h, even if their goal is to 1bolish 1t,

[he First Amendment is unequivocal, Noth-
ng hall abridge freedom of pee ._'_:';t'l'l:.ilf't"
freedom of thought. It is the ideal which dis-
tinguishes this country from most others,
though in theory more than actuality. Not our
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desperate attempt to reverse history

it possible for people to be equal and indepen-

dent under the law,

I'he itural tendend of government 18 to
rule in its own interest,usually to the detri-
ment ol the ‘.n'-nl:Jll' who live under its control,
Our government 1s like every other in that it
s opposed to the freedom of its subjects and
A L yr them to serve and obey, The men
who founded this nation recognized this aspir-
ition of yvernmert ind more remarkably
restrained their own ambitions by setting up
a form of government that had as its primary
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