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BORN AGAIN BIRD
REVIVES FROM COMA

JUST AFTER CELEBRATING ITS FIFTH
ANNIVERSARY OUT OF THE CRYPT THE
NORTH COAST TIMES EAGLE FELL INTO
A FINANCIAL COMA FOR ALMOST EIGHT
MONTHS. ITS HEALTH IS NOT ALL THAT
IMPROVED BUT AT LEAST THE REINCAR-
NATED BIRD HAS REGAINED CONSCIOUS-
NESS AND BELIEVES IT MIGHT FLY FOR
ANOTHER FIVE YEARS BEFORE GOING
BROKE AGAIN.

TrHERE HAVE BEEN SOME CHANGES, THE
NEWSPAPER HAS RELOCATED TO ASTORIA,

IT SHALL BECOME A MONTHLY PUBLICA.-
F'ION AND ATTEMPT TO DOUBLE ITS PAGES
AND CONTENT. ALSO THERE WILL BE REG

ULAR FEATURES SUCH AS ART AND POETRY
INSTEAD OF SPORADIC OFFERINGS. LOCAL
COVERAGE WILL BE A PRIORITY — LOCAL
MEANING THE OREGON AND WASHINGTON
COASTS IN PARTICULAR AND THE PACIFIC
NORTHWEST IN GENERAL,
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. to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission and In fact, current data about inactive waste
by Ba l'bal'a MCLaughlln the United States Geologic Survey. Apparently sites at Hanford that were used in the 1950s
it is only a matter of time; and whoever 1s and 1960s for the discharge of uranium-
alive when it finally occurs — whether it is bearins quid show the groundwater concen-
us. our children or distant descendants — tration show that groundwater concentrations
will have to confront the fact that the Columbia have increased .;.-_,!_. aticallv. In 1967 the
The nuclear industry has created compli- River, one of our most valuable resources, levels were five hundred picocuries/liter,
cated and pressing problems for us — not the may not be useable for irrigation, drinking vhile samples taken th month contained
least of which is what to do with all the water, fishing, recreation or 11‘.:Ilf-pur'i‘tt'1m:, , e1 tv thousand picocuries/liter,
waste, In a movement toward a solution to and that the whole region, including coastal Rockwell acknowledges that ''potential exi1sts
the waste problem, the federal government areas — an entire ecosystem —may be severel, for migration (of the contaminated water ) to
has narrowed a field for selection as a national anu perhaps irrepairably affec ted. the Columbia,' but its preliminary estimates
high-level radioactive waste dump site to indicate that it would take hundreds or thou-
three: Hanford in Washington, Yucca Mountain sands of vears, and the company is not wor
in Nevada, and Deaf Smith County in Texas. ried about the uranium escaping the reserva-
However, none of the states involved is par- ) LT '
ticularly enamoured by the prospect of hous- [ \ , y , that the drink
ing seventy-seven thousand tons, or one hun- n .1 I ; Facility a
dred seventy-three thousand, two hundred Hanford has been contaminated for the last
truckloads of waste per year, At Hanford, ive years witl itium levels that are one and
serious questions have arisen as to its suita- ne-half to two times the federal health stan-
bility as a waste repository, dards, 1 w.ab duct of PUREX, has
One of the main problems with the Hanford be ¢ k ¢ sncer and g efects.and
site concerns possible contamination of the | 5 : OXV U6 ntained in e wate
g round water in the Pasco Basin, in which the | : | ¢ ssures that a la Bk ge is
site is located, and eventual contamination of rece ed b VO TS drinkii . ‘ntarn
the Columbia River, Two factors that contri- inate 11 O ia a Ve ey Va T {1l
bute to this possibility are the difficulty, if S ition f p e but have y T
not the impossibility, of manufacturing con- hat the ¢ indr slove e facil-
tainers that will remain leak-proof for the q . k 10 che watei i B
tens of thousands of years these waste sub- L vear dose éxceedi ederal limits. thus
stances will remain radioactive and the geo- side . ta . '8 ifica
logic makeup of the Columbia River region, It's onlv one shift a day: they don't cook or
which is basalt, a strong but easily permeated st ¢ s \ n Whiting, Public
rock formation, Infact, these particular basalts Relations Manager for Westinghouse, which
are considered valuable aquifiers, which by ntrols the facility. To Hanford officials,
definition are permeable and water-bearing, estimated dose takes precedence over measured
It seems the debate is not "if'' but "when" ntat ‘tion and they W 't consider
contamination of the Columbia would occur . ’ -y urce unless the tritium
and estimates as to how long it would take svnla FES : ndred thousand pico-
contaminating radionuclides to reach the
river vary from twenty thousand years, as
claimed by Rockwell,a major contractor at CONTINUED ON PAGE SIXTEEN
Hanford, to as few as twenty years, according
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