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weapons, .{_[};ni‘il]u'i.z':- response, counte rforc e,

acceptable casualties, and others must be un-

masked,
Pre
Limited nuclear war means a nuclear exchange

-emptive strike means attacking first.

in which twenty to one hundred million Ameri-

cans might be killed, or one in whichonly Euro-
]

cluded a statement by the poet on his /her com-
mitment to peace and consequent refusal to par-
ticipate in preparation for nuclear war?
There is much more we could do as poets. And
we could do it as a group — Poets Opposed to
War (POW) or some such thing. I' e written to
you to try out the idea of such a group. Share

: peans are killed, Tactical nuclear weapon means| the idea with poet friends I haven't contacted,
i a small battlefield weapon — the bombs America f youlike the idea, think about how such a group
- dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki would now could be started, howit would function. Write
be classified as tactical nuclear weapons. Ap- back to me what you think we might do next,
propriate response means threatening to use One foot in front of the other.
nuclear weapons in the Middle East to guaran-
tee the flow of oil to the United States. Counter- David Romvedt
force means the development of highly accurate P. O. Box 484
missile systems like '}I,t‘ Minuteman II and the Port Townsend, Washington 98368
MX designed to destroy hardened missile silos
and thus of use as a first strike weapon. Accept-| (If poets would like to cosign a version of this
able casualties may be ten million, EI\'\'t‘!‘.'T\' milh- letter as national call to poets to begin an org-
lion, sixty million dead. Never in human His—%tur\- anization they can write to Dragon Gate, Inc.,
have sixty million people been murdered in an 508 Lincoln Street, Port Townsend, Washington,

instant, It is unbearable to think of this. 98368.)

In fact the unbearable quality of these possibil-
LETTER To POE TS ities may explain the presence of the euphemisms.
They're not really meant to fool anyone, No one DEATH VALLEY DA ZE
B i Gt 5 is fooled, They're meant to allow us to think we
DEAR POETS. have !'.mln.-:] ourselves. And they ]!'iifll us to Iht_‘
B - Taas ians Ehtvs filt thanadd to wais Se ond thing poets can -w::)!-‘cll". about ._,““‘_“‘:,],”‘-”mn.' i b
more for peace but have been unsure about just .\.'.1.']{-‘”.' war is a horrifying "I;IIlThlIlK:'I.])'l' possi- TO THE FZI)II(‘_)R: . ‘
what to do. As an active member of the Port bility. So unthinkable that we I[JI'I‘?_t'I]J"] _]f can t_}lva.p— Swedish TV is something else. They have
[ownsend Peace Coalition I have begun to edu- pen. Or nothing « an be done about it, Or Th«”_ 11 1t only two channels, limited hours, and no com-
cate myself on the medical, social and economi: f“r] happen some of us ‘_~‘-”'1M -“I‘””“}“"* Survive mercials. Not long ago, I was surprised to see
B o il R as s Al magdinbiilan fadk N . intact and quic kly rebuild society, H.”I .\xim‘t little a familiar face. Let's see now, Hmm. Qh. yes,
B s T have aartizioatsd in 8 variety of ‘et we know of the multiple and synergistic l'.lft'k‘fl'i Death Valley Days. Golly, what a long time ago.
ivities from planting peas along the fence of a ol T”l."l‘f‘f'lf’ war suggests we may not survive at He certainly seems to have aged. What is the
local Navy m _,‘;.r;.,,,:,; F:’z-p:-r (Give Peas a Chance) f_"”- ‘\_"’”“'T' may animals. Nor plants. The earth role he is in now? Why, it looks as if he is the
to giving talks before various student and com- itself may not be dbl_-' to support any but the make-believe President of the United States.
B s haute on the APms race and what we can mu:—;‘: rudimentary life forms. Unimaginable!, He is saying: '""The way to have fewer nuc-
do to hal "Tho [ have on the whole felt good Of course it's unimaginable. It's larger than lear missiles is to build more.' I have to think
about my i lvern in these activities there any idea we've ever had to hold in our minds. that one over. More is less. Sounds like some-
And it's hypothetical. We can't even try out a thing from Orwell, Well, 1984 isn't so far off

separation between mv work for peace

nuclear war to find out what really would hap- at that,

work as a poet. It is as if I were leading y ; ; i
two lives that should be one pen. We've got to be able to visualize it, And if Then he is explaining. I can see his eyes fol--
'wo ups whose members seem to work we can visualize it then we won't support any lowing the text of the script behind the camera.
without this s paration are Physicians for Social b I"‘“’_""'"‘*?“”"-“' at all. Imagine. So poets must No question about it, he is a good actor, "'It's
Resp bility (PSR) and the Union of Concerned speak of the absolute necessity to stretch our just like a big poker game. We have to have a
I ) ) [ an 1 " | n 1 S 2 : : o 5 : .
R (UCE). I am inspired by these groups' power of imagination as a first step to ending bigger hand than our enemy if we are called.

g 1 A » L1 *ar 1T e: 2 5 Raal: sl ? r 3 T ’ a2 re 3
insistence ondeveloping programs based on their the nuclear threat Hmm. A game, eh? [ wonder what are the
members' specific professional expertise. This There are two things poets can address as stakes? The human race? A hundred million?

| | I'S » | L } L 5 5 Il¢ X1 16 a I S5 j L . 3 : s . . 5 :
has allowed them to be veryv effective because of poets — the use of words to hide the real nature l'hen he explains further: "Of course, we won't
. f in t fial i it L of military planning and activity, and the neces- ever really use those things. But we must have
their competence in the field under discussion : g L 2 F 5 ’
Whe PSR doct vdd re 1 group on the Sity to 1magine what a nuclear war is before we them, so if we do use them, we will win. I am .
¥ 1en 1 | * 10CLOTr add & -F-1-%- I o 1 tne L ¢ s ¥ :
medical effects of nuclear war — burns. radiation can cease preparing for it. Poets can speak out having a little difficulty at this point in sorting
sickness, disease vectors. infection. leukemia on these issues in several ways. If they teach, this out. But the really interesting part is just
. they can speak in their classes, They can speak coming,

solid cancers, genetic damage — and on the med-

readings. They can

at write poems on the issues,
And what if ev

"I now declare the state of Wyoming expen-
dable. After all they have only three electoral
votes, and any fallout would miss Souhtern
California and all of our dear friends there.

Our new plan — dunce pack for short — is to

ical community's inability to respond to these : i blisl ,
. : ; *ry boo oems pi shec -
willing to listen. What a hotet 5 of poen published in

effects., most !:r-u}p!:- are

doctor says about medicine is normally more

believable than what a businessman or politician

or poet says about medicine. PSR speakers all L/NCOLN COUN] ‘[’ PEOPLE‘ F(RPEQCE . :
over the country have been making clear the put a whole slew of weapons in a big hole there,
madness of believing we can medically meet the and inform our enemy that he is to aim all of

his there. Then, to use the immortal words of
Caspar Weinberger, 'We shall prevail'."

[t is quite a show, and I am glad it is make-
believe. In real life, of course, about now the
man with a net would close in and take our
hero to a safe place, The show goes on:

""Then, to assure victory, we are basing a
whole new generation of missiles in Europe.
This istodraw our enemy's fire so that Europe
is turned into a lake of molten glass. Remember,
every missile that explodes in Europe is one
less for us. And they surely want to stop com-
munism."'

It is a hilarious show. Old actors do have
their uses,

needs of even a few survivors of nuclear war,

assuming there will be survivors The Union of
Concerned Educators speaks equally as effect-
ively from its perspective. Recently I heard a
UCE presentation on the Geography and History
of the Soviet Union that clarified many questions
people ask me about Soviet policy. I was surpri-
sed to realize that much American foreign poli-
cy is designed by
I ignorant of some
Union. Like PSR,

cerned Educators — historians, economists, pol-

individuals who are largely
the Soviet
members of the Union of Con-

basic facts about

itical scientists, psychologists —speak about what
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they have studied in their professional lives.
I believe poets can and should work to bring

d [Lane
a nuclear-weapons-free world and that

Ben
about

(Ben Lane, of Tolovana Park, is spending a
year in Sweden with his wife and son.)

they can do so in ways similar to groups like

PSR and UCE, Our knowledge as poets can be

1sed to speak directly to two issues that threaten SPEHKERS REFRESHMWS
to bring on nuclear war. The first is the matter *P}'WS]C[HNS FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBIL]TY

of euphemisms. Poets work with words. One of ¥ WRITERS FOR PEACE

% Nationa Eoveation AssociaTION PEACE CURRICULUM
¥ EDUCATORS FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
4 CREATIVE INITIATIVE
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our tasks is to purify the language, to clarify
I B 4 )
conf , to reveal meaning rather
Military terms like pre-emptive
tactical nuclear

rather than to 1se

than to hide

lear war,

strike, limited
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