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s t a r t e d  o u t r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y . S te v e n  c a r e f u l l y  b u t 
q u ic k ly  c h o s e  h i s  fo o t in g .  T h e n  th e  g o in g  b e g a n  
to  g e t  r o u g h .  We e n c o u n te r e d  s o m e  lo o s e  m a t e ­
r i a l s :  p e b b le s ,  g r a v e l ,  s a n d ,  e t c .  . . . w h ic h  b e g a n  
s l ip p in g .  M y h e a r t  j a m m e d  in to  m y  t h r o a t  f o r  a 
f r a c t i o n  o f a  t im e  b e f o r e  we r e g a i n e d ,  b o th  of 
u s  b e in g  s o m e w h a t  d i s c o n c e r t e d ,  o u r  fo o tin g  
a n d  c o m p o s u r e s . S te v e n  m u t t e r e d  s o m e th in g  
a b o u t  i t  b e in g  c lo s e  t h a t  t im e ;  to  w h ic h  I f e r ­
v e n t ly ,  th o u g h  s i l e n t l y ,  c o n c u r r e d .  M y l if e  d id  
n o t  f l a s h  b e f o r e  m y  e y e s ,  b u t  m y  im a g in a t io n  
w o r k e d  o v e r t i m e ;  m y  m in d  p e r c e iv e d  m y  s k u l l  
s m a s h e d  a n d  g u s h in g  g r e a t  r i v u l e t s  o f c r i m s o n  
o v e r  th e  b o u l d e r s  d o w n  b e lo w . J u s t  to  a d d  to  
t h i s  l i f e  a n d  d e a th  t h r i l l ,  S te v e n  s h o w e d  m e  a  
r a r e  a n d  s l i g h t  b i t  o f  m a c h i s m o  by  a t t e m p t in g  
to  t a c k l e  th e  s t e e p  s id e  o f th e  r o c k ,  b u t, b l e s s  
h i s  h e a r t ,  c o m m o n  s e n s e  c a m e  to  h is  r e s c u e .
H e b a c k e d  d o w n  a n d  w e w a lk e d  a lo n g  a  s lo p in g  
le d g e  a b o u t  th e  w id th  o f  a  h a i r  i n s t e a d .

M y f r i e n d  th e n  to ld  m e  to  h a n g  on t ig h t  a n d  
d r o p p e d  to  h is  h a n d s .  W ith  a l l  o f  m y  w e ig h t  on 
h i s  b a c k ,  h e  s c r a m b l e d  on  a l l  f o u r s  to  a  m o r e  
l e v e l  s p o t  b e f o r e  s ta n d in g  e r e c t  a n d  s t r i d i n g  
a lo n g  th e  th in  to p : w e c o u ld  h a v e  f a l l e n  o ff  
e i t h e r  s id e ,  e a s t  o r  w e s t .  I w a s  r e m in d e d  o f a  
t i g h t r o p e .  F i r s t  w e g a z e d  a t  th e  o c e a n  c l e a r  to  
th e  h o r iz o n .  T h e n , t u r n i n g  to w a r d  th e  s o u th ,  we 
s c a n n e d  th e  c o a s t l i n e  a s  f a r  a s  th e  c lo u d y  d a y  
w o u ld  p e r m i t .  A c tu a l ly ,  I g u e s s  ( th o u g h  I a m  
n o t  s u r e ) t h a t  w e w e r e  lo o k in g  in  a  s o u t h e a s t e r l y  
d i r e c t i o n .

W ith o u t t u r n i n g  w e w e r e  s u d d e n ly  lo o k in g  a t  
h o u s e s  a b o v e  th e  b e a c h .  A f la s h  of g r e e n  c a u g h t  
m y  e y e  p e r i p h e r a l l y .  I f o c u s e d  in  on  a  c o u p le  o f 
s h u t t e r b u g s  a im in g  t h e i r  l e n s e s  a t  u s .  S t r i c k e n  
b y  th e  m o m e n t ,  I w a v e d  a t  a  g r e e n  s h i r t e d  f i g ­
u r e  f r o m  S t e v e n 's  s h o u l d e r s .  S h o r t ly ,  S te v e n  
s a t  d ow n  on  a  w id e  s p o t  a n d  d i s lo d g e d  m e .

A s w e s a t  on  th e  r o c k  r e a p in g  in  th e  s i g h t s ,  
m y  m in d  m e a n d e r e d  l ik e  l ig h tn in g .  I h a d  a  
p r o b le m  g r a s p i n g  a  s in g l e  th o u g h t  a n d  f o l lo w ­
in g  i t  t h r o u g h  in  a n y  k in d  o f l o g ic a l  o r  s y m b o l ­
ic  s e q u e n c e  o r  t h r e a d  w ith  w h ic h  to  w e a v e  a  
m a t r i x  o f p r o f u n d i ty .  O b s e r v in g  m y  u n o c c u p ie d  
w h e e l c h a i r  ( u n o c c u p ie d  e x c e p t  f o r  th e  g r o c e r ­
i e s ,  th in  l in g u in e  n o o d le s  p r o t r u d in g  f r o m  th e  
to p  o f  th e  s a c k )  f r o m  a b o v e  a n d  a f a r ,  I w is h e d  
t h a t  I h a d  r e m e m b e r e d  to  b r in g  m y  c a m e r a ,  
f o r  t h a t  s c e n e  w o u ld  h a v e  p r e s e n t e d  a  m a g n i ­
f i c e n t  s t i l l  l i f e  ( c o lo r  o r  b la c k  a n d  w h ite ) .  M y 
th o u g h ts  s h i f t e d ,  a l m o s t  w ith  a  p a n o r a m ic  s w e e p  
o f  s p o n ta n e i ty ,  to  m y  w ife  J o A n n , w ho is  a  b u d ­
d in g  p h o to g r a p h e r .

I f e l t  t h a t  s h e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a g h a s t  h a d  
s h e  w i t n e s s e d  th i s  r i s k y  c l im b in g  a d v e n tu r e ,  
b u t I f e l t  a l s o  t h a t  s h e  w o u ld  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  
u n s p o k e n  im p u l s e  w h ic h  l e a d s  m e  to  fo llo w  
p a th s  o f d a n g e r .  R e m e m b e r in g  th a t ,  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  we m e t  in  1974 , h e r  b a c k  h a d  p a c k e d  m e  
o v e r  a  r o c k y  t e r r a i n  in  th e  e a s t e r n  f o o th i l l s  o f

th e  R o c k y  M o u n ta in s ,  I r e a l i z e d  th a t ,  p e r h a p s ,  
J o A n n  w o u ld  n o t be  s o  a g h a s t  a f t e r  a l l .  I k n e w  
th a t  m y  d e c e a s e d  f a t h e r  w o u ld  a p p la u d  i t ,  w i th ­
o u t u n d e r s t a n d in g  w hy  a n y o n e  w o u ld  b e  c r a z y  
e n o u g h  to  c a r r y  m e  j u s t  f o r  th e  jo y  o f h a v in g  a 
f r i e n d  a lo n g  on  a n  a d v e n tu r e .  He h a d  r a i s e d  m e  
to  be  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  to  a c c e p t  the  f a c t  th a t  m a n y  
p e o p le  w o u ld  n o t in c lu d e  m e  in  t h e i r  e x p lo i t s ;  
h e  w a s  r i g h t .  B u t he  d id  n o t  ta k e  in to  a c c o u n t  
th e  r a r e  in d iv id u a l ,  o f  S t e v e n 's  c a l i b r e ,  w ho  
lo v e s  c o m r a d e s h i p  w ith  p e o p le  w ho  t r u s t  h im  
a n d  h is  c a p a b i l i t i e s  a n d  w ho  s h a r e  h is  d e s i r e  
f o r  a d v e n tu r e .

A d v e n tu ro u s  I m a y  b e ,  b u t in  g o o d  s h a p e  I 
a m  n o t .  M y b u t to c k s  w e r e  n o t r e s p o n d in g  f a v o r ­
a b ly  to  th e  ro u g h  s u r f a c e  o f S p a s tic .  R o c k . B e ­
s i d e s , y o u r / m y  f a v o r i t e  s p a s t i c  w a s  s l ip p in g ,  
a lb i e t  s lo w ly ,  d a n g e r o u s l y  c lo s e  to  th e  v e r y  
e d g e  o f th e  c h a s m  to  th e  g r e a t  v o id  b e y o n d .
O ne v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  r e v e a l i n g ,  a n d  in s ig h t f u l  
r e f l e c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  w h e n  I fo u n d  m y s e l f  b e in g  
d r a w n  in to  th e  v o id . R e a d y  to  le a p  to  th e  e x i s t ­
e n c e  b e y o n d  l i f e ,  r e a d y  to  h a v e  th e  t i d e s  w a s h  
m y  b a t t e r e d  b o n e s  a n d  d e c a y e d  f l e s h  to  th e  
r e c e s s e s  o f  th e  o c e a n  b o t to m , th e  m y s t e r i e s  
o f th e  d e e p  w h e r e  (I s u s p e c t e d  a t  th a t  m o m e n t)  
th e  s e c r e t s  o f b i r t h  a n d  d e a th  m e r g e  in to  o n e . 
D e s p a i r  i t  w a s  n o t;  It w a s  s im p ly  a  p r i m o r d i a l  
d e s i r e  to  jo in  m y  a n c e s t o r s .  P e r h a p s  i t  w a s  a  
m a g n e t  b e c k o n in g  to  th e  c o r e  o f th e  p la n e t ,  
m a y b e  a n  in ta n g ib le  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  th e  
s a l i n e  c o n te n t  in  m y  b l o o d s t r e a m  a n d  th e  s a l t  
in  th e  o c e a n ,  a n  e v o lu t io n a r y  c a l l  b a c k  to  th e  
g e n e s i s  o f l if e  on  e a r t h .  A t a n y  r a t e ,  th e  u r g e  
to  c o m m in g le  w ith  th e  w a t e r y  d e p th s  w a s  j u s t  
a s  r e a l  a t  t h a t  m o m e n t  a s  it  a lw a y s  i s  w h e n ­
e v e r  I p e r c h  on  a  p r e c i p i c e  f a r  a b o v e  th e  o c e a n .  
T h e  v e r y  th o u g h t  of s u c h  a  d e a th w is h  m a d e  m y  
s p in e  q u i v e r .  I h a s t i l y  in f o r m e d  S te v e n  a b o u t  
m y  s l i p p in g .  He tw i s t e d  h is  t o r s o  w ith o u t  s t a n d ­
in g  o r  m o v in g  th e  lo w e r  h a l f  o f  h is  b o d y , p la c e d  
o n e  h a n d  b e n e a th  m y  l e g s  a n d  th e  o t h e r  b e h in d  
m y  b a c k  a n d  l i f t e d  m e ,  a s  o n e  w o u ld  l i f t  a  b a b y , 
a n d  g e n t ly  p la c e d  m e  on  a  m o r e  s e c u r e  p a r t  of 
th e  r o c k .

W hen in v o lv e d  in  a  l i f e  a n d  d e a th  s i t u a t i o n ,  
th e  s u b je c t  of d e a th  is  n o t m o r b id  o r  m a c a b r e .  
It i s  f a s c i n a t in g .  O b je c ts  a n d  a r t i f a c t s  a r e  w e ll  
a p p r e c i a t e d .  M y s e n s e s  c o n t in u e d  to  b e  e x t r a ­
o r d i n a r i l y  in  tu n e  w ith  th e  n a t u r a l  p r o c e s s e s  
o f  l i f e  a n d  d e a th .  C o l o r s  w e r e  b r i g h t e n e d .d e -  
l in e a t io n  o f p h y s ic a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  p a r a d o x ­
i c a l l y ,  to o k  on m o r e  th a n  u s u a l  c l a r i t y  w h ile  a t  
th e  s a m e  t im e  th e y  b le n d e d  in to  th e  n a t u r a l  
j u m b le .  T h e  o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e  w a s  b o th  c l e a r  a n d  
d i f f ic u l t  to  d i s c e r n  b e tw e e n  th a t  w h ic h  w a s  
b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  th a t  w h ic h  w a s  f o r e g r o u n d .  
I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  th e  l i f e  a n d  d e a th  i s s u e  c a n  be 
v ie w e d  in  s i m i l a r  l ig h t .  Is  l i f e  p a r t  o f th e  d e a th  
c y c le ?  W hat is  a p p a r e n t  i s  t h a t  n e i t h e r  l i f e  o r  
d e a th  c a n  e x i s t  w i th o u t  th e  o t h e r .  I m m o r t a l i t y  
a s  a  g o a l  i s  n o t  o n ly  f u t i l e  ( b e c a u s e  i t  i s  b e y o n d  
th e  r e a l m  o f e x i s t e n c e ), i t  i s  a l s o  u n d e s i r e a b l e ;  
( b e c a u s e  e t e r n a l  l i f e  w o u ld  b e  p o i n t l e s s  a n d  
o n e  m ig h t  s a y  th a t  l i f e  w ith o u t  d e a th  w o u ld  n o t 
b e  l i f e  in  th e  s a m e  m a n n e r  a s  l ig h t  c o u ld  n o t 
b e  l ig h t  w ith o u t  d a r k ) .  W h e th e r  o r  n o t t h i s  d i s ­
c u s s i o n  of d e a th  m ig h t  a t  l e a s t  be  c o n s id e r e d  
a s  a c a d e m ic ,  o r ,  w o r s e ,  a s  m o r b id  a n d  d i s ­
g u s t in g ,  n o n e th e l e s s  I r e l i s h e d  s u c h  th o u g h ts .  
O n ly  a  y e a r  h a d  p a s s e d  s in c e  I la y  in  a  h o s p i ­
t a l  b e d  f a c in g  d e a th  a p a t h e t i c a l l y  (a n d  I m ig h t  
a d d , p a th e t i c a l l y ) .  A t l e a s t  f a l l in g  o ff  a  r o c k  
w o u ld  p r o b a b ly  k i l l  m e  i n s t a n t l y ,  a  d e a th  i n f in ­
i t e ly  m o r e  s t y l i s h  to  m y  r o m a n t ic  n a tu r e  th a n  
s lo w ly  d e c a y in g ,  a  p r o lo n g e d  s ic k ly  d y in g . M ind  
y o u , I w o u ld  f ig h t  d e a th  a l l  th e  w a y , f o r  a s  an  
o ld  a d a g e  s h a r p l y  r e m i n d s :  "W h e n  y o u 'r e  d e a d , 
i t ' s  f o r  k e e p s ; "  S in c e  I p e r c e iv e  d e a th  a s  a b s o ­
lu te  n o th in g n e s s ,  I i n te n d  to  e x p e r i e n c e  l i f e  to  
i t s  f u l l e s t ,  to  e x p lo r e  e x i s t e n c e  w h ile  I c a n .  As 
I g ro w  o l d e r  a n d  c l o s e r  to  d e a th  m y  f e a r  o f i t
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is  n o t q u i te  so  o v e r w h e lm in g  a s  i t  o n c e  w a s .  
M o re  f r i g h te n in g  is  th e  f e a r  of f e a r .  A s f o r  
d e a th  i t s e l f ,  I a m  c o n v in c e d  th a t  i t  i s  th e  b io lo g ­
i c a l  c a t a l y s t  w h ic h  s p u r s  l if e  in to  a c t i o n ,  e s p e c ­
i a l l y  h u m a n  l i f e .  C o n c e p t io n  is  th e  i n i t i a l  c r e a ­
t iv e  f o r c e ;  d e a th  is  th e  s u s ta i n in g  c r e a t i v e  
f o r c e .

A lth o u g h  I d o  n o t r e c o m m e n d  i t  to  e v e r y o n e ,  
l iv in g  on  th e  e d g e  o f th e  c h a s m  of d e a th  te n d s  
to  s h a r p e n  s e n s e s  a s  w e l l  a s  w i t s .  I do  n o t 
s p e a k  o f  th e  s e n s e l e s s  s l a u g h t e r  in  w a r .  E v e r y  
n e r v e  in  m y  q u iv e r in g  b e in g  s p u r n s  th a t  ty p e  
o f  d e a th .  I a m  s p e a k in g  a b o u t  b r a v in g  o r  e n d u r ­
in g  th e  e l e m e n t s  o f n a t u r e  w h ic h  a r e  u n p r e d i c ­
t a b l e .  M y v a g u e n e s s  h e r e  m ig h t  be w o n d e r e d  
a b o u t;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  w e r e  s o m e  th o u g h ts  t h a t  
c o u r s e d  th r o u g h  m y  c e r e b r a l  s y s t e m  w h ile  I 
b a la n c e d  on th e  e d g e  o f th a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p r e c i ­
p ic e .

T h e n  S te v e n  a n d  I t e l e p a t h i c a l l y  a g r e e d  th a t  
i t  w a s  t im e  to  d e s c e n d  f r o m  o u r  p e r c h .  He f r o m  
r e s t l e s s n e s s ,  I f r o m  p h y s ic a l  d i s c o m f o r t .  M y 
f r i e n d  s to o d  up , th e n  s to o d  m e  up  a n d  g r a s p e d  
m e  a r o u n d  th e  u p p e r  p a r t  of m y  b a c k  a n d  t w i s ­
te d  h i s  b o d y  in  f r o n t  o f m in e ,  w h e r e u p o n  I w r a p ­
p e d  m y  l e f t  a r m  a r o u n d  h i s  lo w e r  t o r s o  e n a b ­
l in g  h im  to  h o i s t  m e  up  f a r  e n o u g h  so  th a t  I 
c o u ld  p u ll  m y s e l f  u p  h is  b o d y  b y  u s in g  m y  r ig h t  
a r m  a n d  m y  k n e e s  to  g r a p p le  a n d  s c o o t  a s  if  

i c l im b in g  a  t r e e .  H is  a r m s  now  f r e e  h e  b o o s te d  
a n d  b o u n c e d  m e  in to  p o s i t io n .  A ll t h i s  h a p p e n e d  
in  s e c o n d s  a n d  w ith o u t  a  w o rd  b e tw e e n  u s .  D e ­
s c e n d in g  w a s  s o m e w h a t  f a s t e r  th a n  th e  a s c e n t .  
A t o n e  p o in t  w e m i s s e d  o u r  fo o tin g  f o r  a  s p l i t  
i n s t a n t  a n d  a lm o s t  p lu n g e d  p a s t  a  c o u p le  of 
a s c e n d in g  c l i m b e r s  o n to  th e  s l im y  m o s s g r e e n  

' b o u ld e r s  a t  th e  b o t to m  of th e  a b y s s .  I c a m e  
c lo s e  to  u r in a t in g  on S t e v e n 's  b a c k .  T h e n  we 
w e r e  le a p in g  f r o m  s l im y  b o u ld e r  to  s l im y  
b o u ld e r  a n d  b e f o r e  r e a c h in g  m y  w h e e lc h a i r ,  
m y  im a g in a t io n  w e n t c r a z y .  B e f o r e  m e  in  v iv id  
c o lo r  a n d  v ic io u s  d e ta i l  la y  m y  m a n g le d  c o r p s e  
a t  th e  fo o t o f m y  a w a i t in g  c h a r i o t .  I r e c a l l  
s h a k in g  m y  m in d  a w a y  f r o m  s u c h  th o u g h ts  in  
o r d e r  to  r e f l e c t  on th e  m a g n i f ic e n c e  o f  th e  
c l im b  u p  S p a s t ic  R o c k .

A r th u r  H o n e y m a n  w a s  b o rn  f o r t y - t w o  y e a r s  
a g o  w ith  c e r e b r a l  p a ls y .  He r e c e iv e d  a  b a c h e ­
l o r ' s  of s c ie n c e  d e g r e e  in  h i s t o r y  f r o m  P o r t ­
la n d  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty  in  1965 , a n d  a  m a s t e r ' s  
d e g r e e  in  l i t e r a t u r e  in  1974. He a n d  h i s  w ife  
J o A n n  fo u n d e d  W h e e l P r e s s  in  1977 a n d  p u b ­
l i s h e d  b o o k s  h e  h a d  w r i t t e n ,  in c lu d in g  "Sam  
a n d  H is  C a r t " ,  w h ic h  w a s  m a d e  in to  a n  a w a r d  
w in n in g  m o v ie .  U p S p a s t i c  R o ck  h a s  b e e n  r e ­
p r in t e d  f r o m  h is  l a t e s t  b o o k , " J o u r n e y ."  T h e  
d r a w in g s  by  D o n a ld  O s b o r n e  w e r e  c o m m i s ­
s io n e d  b /  th e  E . J .  R e a d in g  G r e e t in g  C a r d s  
c o m p a n y  of C a n n o n  B e a c h .

Serving Super Sandwiches

If you can find a better East Side i, «! 
sandwich ... eat it. VUE Tß-Y U E R y H A R D  TO  STAY B êH/VD  T H F  TI.UES

6517 SE  Foster Rd. «
774-7975 ~

Stephen Farris I  Proprietor Zz?ce 19**^

Lazy Susan Cafe T A K E  O U R P A S T A  H O M E

A Specially Breaklaal &  Lunch Rralauranl 
Coaaler Square Cannon Beach

A U T U M N  H O U R S

W E D N E S D A Y  T H R O U G H  SA T U R D A Y  
7 :3 0  a .m .  to  2 :3 0  p .m . 

SU N D A Y  8 a .m .  to  2 p m . 
C L O S E D  M O N D A Y  A N D  T U E S D A Y

P.O. Box 23233 Tigard, OR 97233

9203 S.E. M itchell 
Portland, OR 97266 

(503)777-6659
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