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RORIS

FEMA & THE

by Katrin Bridget Snow

On October 10 and 11, Portland-area residents
gathered at the Red Lion Inn at Jantzen Beach to
picket the U.S. Civil Defense Conference and
draw attention to President Reagan's new four
to ten billion dollar program for '"'surviving'' a
nuclear war. The citizens stressed their whole-

hearted support of emergency management plan- %
ning for natural and technological disasters, £
However, they explained that funds for these -~
legitimate emergency programs are tied on an E
all-or-nothing basis to funds for Reagan's civil (o
defense plan for nuclear war. The Center for v
Defense Information in Washington, D.C. stated, )
"The Reagan administration appears convinced ‘E
that nuclear wars can be fought and 'won' and is &
making detailed preparations. .. .These plans are
being recognized for what they are, an effort to physicians? I don't believe it. If they can't the catering department insisted that there was
manipulate and mobilize the American public by defend their programs they shouldn't be in no group by any name resembling "U.,S ('iQil .
diverting attention from the real problem, the the business. : Dq_i;l-nse Conference' on the qrhvtlu]edfh:‘ir
dangerous and dynamic nature of the arms race." The '"housewives'' were actually about two secrecy is no :-;ur;ﬁriso :-sinr(: the .horv.l has
According to a Presidential National Directive hundred people of all ages. Sunday, the opening harats Ll s LR TR 'supportvr of t‘iti;.e:1
released last spring, civil defense now "compli- day of the conference, some conferees appro- rights. The Thunderbird/Red Lion at Jantzen
ments' U.S, strategic nuclear forces. As one ached various picketers to ask why they were Beach has a history of .afnti-—union acti\'itie’s
BERRsmen for the picketers explained, the plan there and to hear their views. On M““‘I‘:‘,\" how- When the company purchased the former Shv;‘a-
seems humanitarian, but actually uses civilians ever, few people came near the group, possibly ton/Lloyd Center, a union holel-at ha Lime- tha
as an integral part of U.S, military strategy and because of an "'Information Bulletin'' which : mana!-’,efnent fired,all employees, In the uPr'.Cllar'
pushes us closer to nuclear war. circulated the conference, signed by Myra Lee, which followed,the Thunderbil'-rf;’.Rvd LLion nego-
The Federal Emergency Management Associa- a Multnomah County planner. The bulletin warn- tiated with the union to hire back a few {*fnploy“
tion (FEMA), which is responsible for the (I{’S_i_ﬂn ed conferees that "if you have not already been ees at lower wages. Shortly afterward they 4
and implementation of the Reagan plan, was given accosted by, or encountered anti-civil defense closed tha Ritel sad Lates '”‘0 T P 1 Moy
a chance to present and discuss its program at demonstrators or pickets, you may at some union operation, It was this h(ito] that ‘1 ft' {
three local forums: a Town Hall taping, a debate time during this conference,'" These demon- al government (;r}:zini7atiorl chose tn; sc = 1?“'
with Physicians for Social Responsibility, and a strators, it seems, would ""do whatever they with taxpayers mone ‘ uppor
plenary session platform at the conference, need in order to get the attention they want," In response to r‘('cﬁl:'stq foiin tha kil ahdd e ns
FEMA turned downall three invitations and back- including picketing and handing out defense in- that they be allowed to mhak{_\ 2 pre [ tati iy
ed out of the conference entirely, The Civil Defen- formation literature, but especially talking, and and f-xpianatiun of fin-ir vivw; ri;jn “ lt]l ;1 1?_1‘1 PR
se Through Disarmament Coalition,the ad hoc particularly ""emotional arguments or confron- the hotel management res ()nr]‘vc.l t}I;:\;;(]- (,‘-(fln:l(,'
group that planned the piceting, said that FEMA tations.,'" "They may,' the bulletin read, ''re- who so desired could J'ih\'pthi‘ir' ninety fl'w ul Ib
was ignoring its responsibility as a public agency sort to unlawfulness to gain the attention they lars and attend the :-:1111}1;r¢-:1<‘¢- Wh'(nyt_htve '(.U i
to open public debate on the issue, There are seri- want. ... Our hospitality to them is being abu- gement failed to recognize \.\'"l‘-: rh-;t it : ‘T‘df"a‘
ous criticisms about anuclear war civildefense sed and manipulated.' A particularly patron- money that paid for the 1‘0‘.(.1‘-;] '[ t lffw{l’b ltdx
p‘lan, raised by pru.f(jss_-;iun:ils iln a number of izing section read, '"As annoying and disruptive who a'ltvn(h-d, anr].tax m:nvv w}:l:}:] \,;,::)“I:]l(;[.s
flf-'ldé‘ji they 51“'_‘ 1"”“.'{5'”“"9 _W}“('h ‘1"5"1'f't‘ are- as all H?ir-: may be, we ask that you maintain a used for a civil defense pm.}gram. All of the
sponse from the President and from FEMA. professional demeanor and your composure at people who gathered thi 1w 4
FEMA's absence left local emergency planners all times, Please do not vm_:.ﬂ_[:- in arguments 'lr(')f 1 X . o f)“ 2V, 7N and sidewalks
, g i - . & 2 = gaj arg . ‘ ind the hotel had already paid, and would be
in the difficult position of defending a program or confrontations, These groups have beenorien- [ paying even more, yet had little, if anvy ey
which, first, had not yet been specifically outlined, tated and/or trained specifically to generate the use of their 1-“'1,3(1‘; ) : FeYvEy. -
and _59_(‘0“d. the national .u”‘-"'”"\mi‘m was either S‘Ll{‘h a response, The County Division of Public Contrary to the ""Information Bulletin' the
unwilling or unable to defend, The reason FEMA Safety, and the security forces of the Red Lion criticism of Reagan's civil defense bl Flogge
gave for pulling out was that the conference had Motor Inn have been alerted and are prepared in fact ('motinnfi\;ﬁ' It s 113 : {}nb( ? g g #1ik
become a ''media event.'" The excuse satisified to deal with the situation.' . ' . 5 oot v, v ks tl.“. b“”}“
: : i . i . tin, not a single attempt was made to discredit
neither local emergency planners nor peace acti- So it happened that the twelve men, women, the picketers on any intellectual ground, T}
vists, who felt that FEMA had a responsibility to children, and elderly who came on Monday, only kind of criticism Ihﬂc- county L‘l -]o
explain and defend its own programs, Said Joe were eyed warily by four of the hotel security office could muusn-r: das Ilar:l:-i(?a{)l Iannf rdb
Andrus, director of the Office of Emergency Plan- forces, and understandingly, if a bit 1'(‘sium'(1|'\'. backbiting, 'J'llf'rzl* .aro '-;‘girir)ils L‘r‘iTi:ili (i']: f
ning for Portland, "FEMA is supposed to be train- by six county policemen, : civil defense 51an for ;uu-lvlr wa Ic?t‘h g
ed to deal with terrorists, and they're afraid to The hotel did not actually extend hospitality based on the I-F’lan'q lo !i'iiri(is rnc 'rllha‘nl i;y g
walk through that group of housewives picketing to the coalition and did want publicity any more | scientific da.ta l'lLl(:‘lt‘ap; ;ochnc‘ilo“ 1;::d ?vr:
out there? These people are threatened by three than did FEMA . One week before the conference, development, alnd d use b tax fr?()nov 1k gty
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For seven uears the st
ana 'SI*.opp:é’S have beanaf-r’-
working together to establish
and (}gyt,fr"rd'a Natural Foeds
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LAGERQUIST

& SONS

BRICK & STONE
CANNON BEACH
436-2824

Lazy Susan Cafe

A Specially Breaklast & Lunch Restaurant
Coaster Square Cannon Beach

AUTUMN HOURS

WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY
7:30 a.m. t0 £:30 p.m.
SUNDAY 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
CLOSED MONDAY AND TUESDAY

Cannon Beach Oregon




