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the world. provides a necessary forum for the
exchange, analysis, understanding and argument
of issues and ideas that are at the base of any
culture or society’. The goals of the Times Eagle
are in miniature the same as are debatedevery-
where on earth; to assist in the eradication of
sexism, racism, poverty and war. These are the
true horsemen of death; they are human diseas-
es which are infected upon each other.Yet there
is a fifth rider,a scribe, a scribbler who docu-
ments the dooms and glooms, the perversities
and horrors of our busy, illtempered species.

Any attempt to understand the born again bird
must begin with its original mother, Robert Stan-
ley Need, who came to the Oregon coast from
the U.S, Air Force and the Viet Nam War. His
name was its own metaphor; his great need was
to speak out against the lies most of the rest of
us pursue as truths. He would be a Diogenes
simply because most others preferred dark-
ness. He and another veteran began publishing
the original Times Eagle in the spring of 1971.
Almost immediately the paper was in hot water
and Need was receiving threats against his per-
son, His partner, who had a family, withdrew
from the paper because of the threats.

Need published the Times Eagle every week
for four years, until another friend, one he had
asked for help, betrayed him and forced him
out. During those years he developed one of the
finest, most honest newspapers in the country.
The Times Eagle never made much money,
never enough to pay the volunteer staff or the
rent, and its readership never exceeded five
thousand; yet that five thousand was spread
across the earth. He took great risks. He was
not afraid of being considered a fool, and he
never played it safe. He was a raw independent
who believed passionately in the First Amend-
ment, And he was aided by a revolving staff,
mostly young, mostly idealistic, who virtually
slaved under his imperial mien and who left
only when their brains burned out or their bodies
demanded sustenance. More than once he was
left alone to get the newspaper out on the street
by himself. Finally he too burned out, and a year
after he was ruthlessly shoved aside, the old
Eagle died.
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