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PROPE RTY LINES
W hen o u r  b lu e  b i c y c l e s  c i r c l e  o u t o f w in d ,
S a l ly  a n d  I c r o u c h  a t  s u n s e t  
r e s t i n g  h ip b o n e s  on g r a v e l .
A b o v e  th e  p i e c e s  o f s u n  on  g r e e n  s t e m s ,  
th e  l a s t  b i r d s  p a s s ,  f e a t h e r s  c l ic k in g  
l ik e  c a r d s  w e p in n e d  to  o u r  t w o - w h e e l e r s .

A  b i r c h  t r e e  g r o w s  b e tw e e n  o u r  h o u s e s
s e n d in g  s p o k e s  in to  S a l ly 's  s k y
s p in n in g  s h a d o w s  a lo n g  m y  la w n .
"M y  t r e e "  s h e  s a y s .  I s a y  " I t 's  m in e ."
S t a r s  s c a t t e r  on  th e  s k y  l ik e  j a c k s .

F r o m  b e d r o o m  w in d o w s  we s e e  e a c h  o th e r  th r o u g h  b i r c h  
w h i le  b r a n c h e s  a n d  s h a d o w s  r id e  in to  n ig h t .
W e w a tc h  th e  f a r  up  s lo w  r o l l  o f  a  p la n e .
T h e  s k y  h a s  n o  c o r n e r s  to  c a tc h  i t .

S a fe  a m o n g  b l a n k e t s  a n d  p i l lo w s
o u r  f i n g e r s  a n d  to e s  r e a c h  d o w n  in to  s le e p ;
w h i te  s h e e t s  c i r c l e  o u r  b a c k s  l ik e  b a r k .

— D I A N E  A V E R I L L

LA COLOMBE

— M I C H I O  M I Y A G I  
W r i t te n  f o r  k o to  
a n d  p r e s e n t e d  in  

J a p a n e s e  m u s i c a l  n o ta t io n

W hen  t e a r s  w a n t  to  e m e r g e  f r o m  th e  p i ts  w h e r e  
y o u r  e y e s  u s e d  to  b e ,

W hen  y o u r  f a c e  i s  m u t i l a t e d  by th e  w o u n d s  
o f e x p l o s i o n s ,

W hen  y o u r  h a i r  i s  s in g e d  by  th e  f i r e  o f 
o t h e r  m e n 's  h a te ,

W hen  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  g y r a t e s  w ith  b l a c k n e s s  
a n d  d u s t ,

W o n 't  I s t i l l  b e  t r u e ?
A f f i r m e d ,  w e '11 s t a y  a l iv e  ( o r  d e a d )  c o r n i l y  

t o g e t h e r
A nd  I w i l l  s t a y  a l iv e  ( o r  d e a d )  t r y in g  to
K e e p  y o u  a l iv e  —
Y ou, P e a c e
Y ou w h ite  d o v e
Y ou r u s t y  i d e a l
Y ou i m p o s s ib l e  r a in b o w
Y ou a n d  I a r e  th e  c h i l d r e n  o f w a r .

— J U L I E  G I B S O N  (A ge 14)

“ About tnid-February, the red squirrel s' nut store ran out, and she 
le ft him. Then we had this terrible snowstorm ami that dumb little 
spotted fawn got lost and— oh, yes, there was an awful row be­
tween owl and fox. Il seems beaver told fox that owl said . .
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COUNTRY FUNERAL
N ow  th e  o ld  w a y s  th a t  h a v e  b r o u g h t  u s  
f a r t h e r  th a n  w e r e m e m b e r  s in k  o u t o f s ig h t  
a s  u n d e r  th e  t r e a d i n g  o f  m a n y  s t r a n g e r s  
i g n o r a n t  o f l a n d m a r k s .  O n ly  o n c e  in  a  w h ile  
th e y  a r e  c a s t  c l e a r  a g a in  u p o n  th e  m in d  
a s  a t  a  c o u n t r y  f u n e r a l  w h e r e ,  a m id  th e  s o f t  
l ig h t s  a n d  h o th o u s e  f lo w e r s ,  th e  e x p e n s iv e  
s o le m n i ty  o f e x p e r t s ,  n o te s  o f a  p o l i t e  m u s i c i a n ,  
p e r s i s t  th e  u s a g e s  o f o ld  n e ig h b o r h o o d ,  
th e  c o m m u n ity  o f k n o w in g  in  c o m m o n .
O ld  f r i e n d s  a n d  k in s m e n  c o m e  a n d  s t a n d  a n d  s p e a k ,  
k n o w in g  th e  e x t r e m i t y  th e y  h a v e  c o m e  to ,  
o n e  o f t h e i r  ow n b e a r i n g  in to  th e  e a r t h  th e  l a s t  
o f h is  l ig h t ,  h is  d a r k n e s s  th e  s u n 's  d e f in i t iv e  m a r k  
T h e y  s ta n d  a n d  th in k  a s  th e y  s to o d  a n d  th o u g h t  
w h e n  e v e n  th e  g o d s  w e r e  d i f f e r e n t .
A nd  th e  o r g a n  m u s i c ,  th o u g h  d e c o r o u s  
a s  f o r  s o m e b o d y  e l s e ' s  g r i e f ,  h a s  i t s  s o u r c e  
in  th e  o u t c r y  o f p a in  a n d  h o p e  in  lo g  c h u r c h e s ,  
a n d  o n  n a k e d  h i l l s i d e s  by th e  o p e n  g r a v e ,  
e a s t w a r d  in  m o u n ta in  p a s s e s ,  in  t i d e la n d s ,  
a n d  a c r o s s  th e  s e a .  H ow  lo n g  a  t im e ?
R o c k  of A g e s , c l e f t  f o r  m e ,  l e t  m e  h id e  m y  
s e l f  in  T h e e . T h e y  c a m e ,  o n c e  in  t im e ,  
in  s im p le  lo y a l ty  to  t h e i r  d e a d , a n d  r e t u r n e d  
to  th e  w o r ld .  T h e  f ie ld s  a n d  th e  w o r k  
r e m a in e d  to  b e  r e t u r n e d  to .  N ow  th e  e n t r a n c e  
o f o n e  o f th e  o ld  o n e s  in to  th e  R o c k
to o  o f te n  m e a n s  a  l i f e w o r k  p e r i s h e d  f r o m  th e  la n d  
w ith o u t  i n h e r i t o r ,  a n d  th e  f ie ld  g o e s  w ild  
a n d  th e  h o u s e  s i t s  a n d  s t a r e s .  O r i t  p a s s e s  
a t  c a s h  v a lu e  in to  th e  h a n d s  of s t r a n g e r s .
N ow  th e  o ld  d e a d  w a i t  in  th e  o p e n  c o ff in  
f o r  th e  b lo o d  k in  to  g a t h e r ,  to  c o m e  h o m e , 
p e r h a p s  f o r  o n e  l a s t  t im e ,  to  h e a r  o ld  m e n  
w h o s e  to n g u e s  b e a r  an  e s s e n t i a l  to p o g ra p h y  
s p e a k  m e m o r i e s  d o o m e d  to  d ie .
B u t o u r  m e m o r y  o f o u r s e l v e s , g e n e r a t i o n
a f t e r  g e n e r a t i o n ,  u p o n  th i s  la n d , h a r d  e a r n e d ,
is  one  o f th e  l a n d 's  s e e d s ,  a s  a  s e e d
is  th e  m e m o r y  o f th e  l if e  o f i t s  k in d  in  i t s  p la c e ,
to  p a s s  on in to  l i f e  th e  k n o w le d g e
o f w h a t h a s  d ie d .  W hat w e ow e th e  f u tu r e
th e  p a s t ,  th e  lo n g  k n o w le d g e
th a t  i s  th e  p o te n c y  o f t im e  to  c o m e .
T h a t  m a k e s  o f a  m a n 's  g r a v e  a  r i c h  f u r r o w .
T h e  c o m m u n i ty  o f k n o w in g  in  c o m m o n  is  th e  s e e d  
o f o u r  l i f e  in  th i s  p l a c e .  T h e r e  is  n o t o n ly  
no  b e t t e r  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  t h e r e  i s  no
o th e r  p o s s ib i l i t y ,  e x c e p t  f o r  c h a o s  a n d  d a r k n e s s ,
th e  t e r r i b l e  g r o u n d  of th e  o n ly  p o s s ib l e
n e w  s t a r t .  T h ro u g h  a l l  th e  c h a n g e s
th e  r e a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  a n  o th e r
c o m m u n ity ,  b u t  o n ly  a  b e t t e r  o n e , one
m o r e  c a r e f u l  o f i t s e l f  a n d  of i t s  e a r t h .
A nd  s o  a s  th e  o ld  d ie  a n d  th e  you n g  
d e p a r t ,  w h e r e  s h a l l  a  m a n  go w ho k e e p s  
th e  m e m o r i e s  o f th e  d e a d ,  e x c e p t  h o m e  
a g a in ,  a s  o n e  w o u ld  go  b a c k  a f t e r  a  b u r i a l ,  
f a i th fu l  to  th e  f i e l d s ,  l e s t  th e  d e a d  d ie  
a  s e c o n d  a n d  m o r e  f in a l  d e a th .

T h e  A t to r n e y  G e n e r a l  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d
a n  " e a r l y  w a r n in g  s y s t e m " ,
d o u b t l e s s  u t i l i z in g  c o m p u t e r i z e d  te c h n o lo g y
s u c h  a s  th a t  s u p p l ie d  b y  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s
to  S o u th  A f r ic a ,  w h ic h  k e e p s
a  h u g e  B la c k  m a j o r i t y
" in  t h e i r  p l a c e " .

It w i l l  s p e e d  th e  a r m e d  m ig h t
o f  p o l ic e  a n d  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s
to  a n y  l o c a l i t y
w h e r e  d e s p e r a t e l y  p o o r  a n d  u n e m p lo y e d  c i t i z e n s , 
t r a p p e d  in  f e s t e r i n g  c e n t e r s  of u r b a n  d e c a y ,  
d a r e  to  p r o t e s t  th e  l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g  c u ts  
in  in c o m e  a n d  s e r v i c e s
th a t  h a v e  b e e n  t h r u s t  u p o n  th e m .

W ith  th e  e n d o r s e m e n t  o f th e  M o ra l  M a jo r i ty  
th e  S e n a te  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m it te e  
on  S e c u r i t y  a n d  T e r r o r i s m ,  
i n h e r i t o r s  o f th e  m a n t le  a n d  m i s s io n  
o f th e  in f a m o u s  H U A C
w il l  k e e p  w a tc h  o v e r  " C o m m u n i s t"  a c t i v i t i e s  
a n d  s o c i a l  u n r e s t .

A s th e  s t o r m  c lo u d s  o f n u c le a r  w a r
lo o m  e v e r  m o r e  m e n a c in g ly  o v e r  u s a l l ,  
th e  e m e r g e n c e  o f a  n e w  A m e r i c a n  p o l ic e  s t a t e  
b e c o m e s  d a i ly  m o r e  c e r t a i n .

— M A R Y  J A N E  B R E W S T E R

— W E N D E L L  B E R R Y

THERE ARE MORE 
ORPHANS ALIVE 
IN THE W O RLD  
T H A N  AT ANY 
PR E V IO U S TIM E

Y o u a r e  s a d  b e c a u s e  th e y  a b a n d o n  you  
a n d  y o u  h a v e  n o t f a l l e n .
H ow  m a n y  e y e l e s s  s t a t u e s  
c a n  be  f i t  in to  o n e  s p in e ?
W hat th e  w o r d s  s a y  d o e s  n o t l a s t .
O n ly  th e  w o r d s  l a s t
a n d  w h a t th e y  a r e  is  a lw a y s  th e  s a m e ,
w h a t th e y  s a y  n e v e r  th e  s a m e
o r  c o u ld  g e t  e v e n  b l e a k e r .
A lw a y s  i t  i s  e a s i e r  f o r  o n e  h a n d  to  c la p  
th a n  i t  i s  f o r  o n e  e y e  to  w e e p .
O n ly  y o u  k n o w . T h e y  d o n 't  k n o w . 
E i t h e r  i t  s a t i s f i e s  o r  i t  d o e s n 't ,  
b u t  w ho  is  to  be  s a t i s f i e d  f i r s t ?  
P i l g r i m ,
e i t h e r  y o u  f in d  o u t o r  y o u  d o n 't .

— J O H N  B U C K L E Y
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