'"male'' appeared, introducing a sex distinction
into the Constitution for the first time. Shock-
ed and enraged by the introduction of the word
""male'' appeared, introducing a sex distinction
into the Constitution for the first time. Shock-
ed'and enraged by the introduction of the word
""male,'" the women activists mounted an exten-
allies, had any intention of '"complicating' the
campaign for Negroes' rights by advocating
women's rights as well. Over and over again
the women were told, '"This is the Negroes'
hour." The authors of "History of Woman Suf-
frage' analyzed the women's situation:

"During the six years they held their own
claims in abeyance to the slaves of the South,
and labored to inspire the people with enthus-
iasm for the great measures of the Republican
party, they were highly honored as 'wise, loyal,
and clear-sighted.' But again when the slaves
were emancipated and they asked that women
should be recognized in the reconstruction as
citizens of the Republic, equal before the law,
all these transcendent virtues vanished like
dew before the morning sun. And thus it ever
is so long as woman labors to second man's
endeavors and exalt his sex above her own, her
virtues pass unquestioned; but when she dares
to demand rights and privileges for herself,
her motives, manners, dress, personal appear-
ance, character, are subjects for ridicule and
detraction,"

The women met withthe same response when
they campaigned to get the word '"'sex'' added
to the proposed Fifteenth Amendment which
would prohibit the denial of suffrage on account
of race,

As a result of these setbacks, the woman's
movement assumed as its first priority the
drive for woman's suffrage. It must be noted,
however, that while nearly all the women acti-
vists agreed on the need for suffrage, in 1869
the movement split over ideological and tacti-
cal questions into major factions. In May of
that year, Susan B, Anthony and Elizabeth Cady
Stanton organized the National Woman Suffrage
Association. Six months later, Lucy Stone and
others organized the American Woman Suffrage
Association. The American, in an attempt to
make the idea of woman's suffrage ''respect-
able,' limited its activites to that issue, and
refused to address itself to any of the more
'"controversial' subjects such as marriage or
the church. The National, on the other hand,
embraced the broad cause of women's rights
of which the vote was seen primarily as a
means of achieving those rights. During this
time Anthony and Stanton founded The Revolu-
tion, which became one of the best known of
the independent women's newspapers. The
weekly journal began in January, 1868, and
took as its motto, ''"Men, their rights and noth-
ing more; women, their rights and nothing
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violently refuse to remember that
the place they batter is the place
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from "Remembering Who We Are"
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less permissible, according to the court, to
constitutionally limit the right to vote tomales.,

During this same period, a strong temperance
movement had also emerged. Large numbers
of women, including some suffragists, became
actively involved in the temperance cause. It
is important tonote that one of the main reasons
women became involved in pressing for laws
restricting the sale and consumption of alcohol
was that their legal status as married women
offered them no protection against either phys-
ical abuse or abandonment by a drunken hus-
band. It might be added that the reason separ-
ate women's temperance organizations were
formed was that women were not permitted to
participate in the men's groups. In spite of the
fact that temperance was in ''woman's inter-
ests,' the growth of the women's temperance
movement solidified the liquor and brewing
industries' opposition to woman suffrage. As a
result, suffrage leaders became convinced of
the necessity of keeping the two issues seper-
ate

As the campaign for woman suffrage grew,
more and more sympathizers were attracted
to the conservative and "respectable' Ameri-
can Association which, as previously noted,
deliberately limited its work to the single
issue of suffrage. After two decades ""respect-
ability" won out, and the broad- ranging issues
of the earlier movement had been largely sub-
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less." In addition to discussion of suffrage,
The Revolution examined the institutions of
marriage, the law, organized religion, etc,
Moreover, the newspaper touched on ''such
incendiary topics as the double standard and
prostitution,'" according to Flexnor, who
describes the paper:

'""(It) made a contribution to the women's
cause out of all proportion to either its size,
brief lifespan, or modest circulation. ... Here
was news not to be found elsewhere — of the
organization of women typesetters, tailores-
ses, and laundry workers, of the first women's
clubs, of pioneers in the professions, of women
abroad. But The Revolution did more than just
carry news, or set a new standard of profes-
sionalism for papers edited by and for women.
It gave their movement a forum, focus, and
direction. It pointed, it led, and it fought, with
vigor and vehemence."

The two suffrage organizations coexisted
for over twenty years and used some of the
same tactics in their campaigns for suffrage:
lecture tours, lobbying activities, petition
campaigns, etc. The American, however, focus-
ed exclusively on state-by-state action, while
the National in addition pushed for a woman
suffrage amendment to the Constitution. Susan
B. Anthony and others also attempted to gain
the vote through court decisions, The Supreme
Court, however, held in 1875 ( Minor vs Happer-
sett) that suffrage was not necessarily one of
the privileges and immunities of citizens pro-
tected by the Fourteenth Amendment. Thus,
although women were citizens it was nonethe-

sumed by suffrage. (Even the Stanton- Anthony
forces had somewhat redefined their goals
and were focusing primarily on suffrage.) By
1890, - when the American and the National
merged to become the National American
Woman Suffrage Association, the woman's
movement had, in fact, been transformed into
the single-issue suffrage movement, Moreover,
although Elizabeth Cady Stanton, NAWSA's
first president, was succeeded two years later
by Susan B, Anthony, the first women activists,
with their catholic range of interests, were
slowly being replaced by a second group far
more limited in their political analysis. It
should be noted that Stanton herself, after her
two-year term as president of the new organ-
ization, withdrew from active work in the suf-
frage campaign. Although (she had been) one
of the earliest feminist leaders to understand
the need for woman suffrage, by this time
Stanton believed that the main obstacle to wo-
man's equality was the church and organized
religion.

During the entire development of the woman's
movement, perhaps the argument most often
used by anti-feminists was thatthe subjugation
of women was divinely ordained as written in
the Bible. Stanton attacked the argument head-
on. She and a group of twenty-three women,
including three ordained ministers, produced
"The Woman's Bible' which presented a sys-
tematic feminist critique of woman's role and
image in the Bible. Some Biblical chapters
were presented as proof that the Scripture it-
self was the source of woman's subjugation;
others to show that, if reinterpreted, men and
women were indeed equals in the Bible, not
superior and inferior beings.''We have made
a fetich (sic) of the Bible long enough,' the
authors wrote in Part II, which was published
in 1898 (Part I was published in 1895). '""The
time has come to read it as we do all other
books, accepting the good and rejecting the
evil it teaches.'" Dismissing the ''rib story"
as a ''petty surgical operation,'' Stantonargued
further that the entire structure of the Bible
was predicated on the notion of Eve's ( woman's)
corruption, She wrote in a letter to the editor
of The Critic (New York):

""Take the snake, the fruit-tree and the
woman from the tableau, and we have no fall,
nor frowning Judge, no Inferno, no everlasting
punishment; — hence no need of a Savior. Thus
the bottom falls out of the whole Christian
theology. Here is the reason why in all the
Biblical researches and higher criticisms the
scholars never touch the position of women."

Not surprisingly, "The Woman's Bible' was
considered scandalous and sacrilegious by
most. The Suffrage Association members them-
selves, with the exception of Anthony and a
few others, publicly disavowed Stanton and her
work. They feared<that the image of the already!
controversial suffrage movement would be

irreparably damaged if the public were to
associate it with Stanton's radical tract.
Shortly after the turn of the century, the
second generation of woman suffragists came
of age and new leaders replaced the old.Carrie
Chapman Catt is perhaps the best known; she
succeeded Anthony as president of the Nation-
al American Woman Suffrage Association,
which by then had become a large and some-
what unwieldy organization. Although limited
gains were achieved (a number of western
states had enfranchised women), no major
progress was made in the campaign for suf-
frage until Alice Paul, a young and extremely
militant suffragist, became active in the move-
ment, In April, 1913, she formed a small radi-
cal group known as the Congressional Union
(later reorganized as the Woman's Pa rty) to
work exclusively on a campaign for a federal
woman's suffrage amendment using anytactics
necessary, no matter how unorthodox. Her
group organized parades, mass demonstrations,
hunger strikes, and its members were on sev-
eral occasions arrested and jailed. (A total of
two hundred and eighteen women from twenty -
six states were arrested during the first ses-
sion of the Sixty-fifth Congress in 1917, Ninety -
seven went to prison.) Although many suffra-
gists rejected both the military style and tac-
tics of the Congressional Union, they nonethe-
less did consider Paul and her followers in
large part responsible for "shocking'' the lang-
uishing movement into actively pressuring for
the federal Amendment. The woman suffrage
amendment (known as the Anthony Amendment)
introduced into every session of Congress from,
1878 on, was finally ratified on August 26,1920,

Nearly three-quarters of a century had
passed since the demand for woman suffrage
had first been made at the Seneca Falls Con-
vention, By 1920, so much energy had been
expended in achieving the right to vote that
the women's movement virtually collapsed
from exhaustion, To achieve the vote alone,
as Carrie Chapman Catt had computed, took:

"...fifty-two years of pauseless campaign
... fifty-six campaigns of referenda to male
voters; four hundred and eighty campaigns to
get legislatures to submit suffrage amendments
to votes; forty-seven campaigns to get state
constitutional conventions to write woman suf-
frage into state constitutions; two hundred and
seventy-seven campaigns to get state party
conventions to include woman suffrage planks;
thirty campaigns to get presidential party
conventions to adopt woman suffrage planks
in party platforms, and nineteen campaigns
with nineteen successive Congresses.'

With the passage of the Nineteenth Amend-
ment the majority of women activists as well
as the public at large assumed that having
gained the vote woman's complete equality
had been virtually obtained.

It must be remembered, however, that for
most of the period that the woman's movement 1
existed, suffrage had not been seen as an all-
inclusive goal, but as a means of achieving
equality — suffrage was only one element in
the wide-ranging feminist « ritique questioning
the fundamental organization of soc iety. His-
torians, however, have for the most part ignor-
ed this radical critique and focused exclusive-
ly on the suffrage campaign. By virtue of this
omissionthey have, toall intents and purposes,
denied the political significance of the early
feminist analysis. Moreover, the summary
treatment by historians of the nineteenth and
twentieth century drive for woman's suffrage
has made that campaign almost a footnote to
the abolitionist movement and the campaign
for Negro suffrage. In addition, the traditional
textbook image of the early feminists — if not
wild-eyed women waving placards for the vote,
then wild-eyed women swinging axes at saloon
doors — has further demeaned the importance
of their philosophical analysis.

The woman's movement virtually died in
1920 and, with the exc eption of a few organiz-
ations, feminism was to lie dormant for forty
years,
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