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by Richard Reeves

H. Jack Geiger is not a particularly
good speaker, but two thousand, seven
hundred people paid to listen to him on
the last Saturday of October., Without
gesture, expression or modulation, he
droned on:

""The shelters would be turned into
crematoriums, all life would be incin-
erated there. . . I haven't mentioned
blindness from retinal burns. . .lung
collapses within eleven miles. . .on a
clear day in the city (which in this in-
stance was Los Angeles) there would
be more third-degree burns cases
than there are treatment facilities in
the entire world,

""What are the total numbers? In a
single one-megaton airblast, if you
assume a firestorm, there would be
nine hundred and eighty-seven thou-
sand killed and one-point-four million
seriously injured (in the Los Angeles

area) — twenty-eight percent of the
population. The numbers for a single
twenty-megaton airblast would be three-
point-eight million killed and two-point-
five million seriously injured. Seventy -
five percent."

That's what some Americans were
listening to on a perfect, eighty-degree
day in Southern California. More than
sixteen hundred of them were physicians
nurses and medical students. Each paid
forty-five dollars to attend the one-day
symposium on '"The Medical Consequen-
ces of Nuclear Weapons and Nuclear
War.'" The rest of the crowd at the Bona-
venture Hotel paid fifteen dollars each.

Doctor Geiger, a professor of com-
munity medicine at the City Cpllege of
New York, was one of fourteen speakers
on the nine-hour program organized by
two Boston organizations — Physicians
for Social Responsibility and the Coun-
cil for a Livable World.

LLos Angeles was the seventh city in
which the traveling program had appear-
ed. In each place, the doctors had pro-

The Doomsday Campaigners

by D. Yakushkin

Imagine that America switched on its
television sets and heard a young ser-
viceman on a missile base in North Da-
kota declare, '""Personally I would not
like a nuclear war to break out.I don't
want people I don't know to die or cities
I never saw to disappear.' The young
man did not saythese words but instead
told a correspondent for CBS-TV what
he apparently believed more strongly:
"I don't want to know anything aboutthe
cities the missiles are targeted at.Then
I would get too emotionally involved."

The television people included the
filmed conversation in a documentary,
"The Defense of the United States.'' It
was only one of the program's episodes
There was also a simulated explosion
of a Soviet nuclear warhead over the
city of Omaha. The simulation cost
$87,000 to produce — tens of thousands
of dollars spent to engender fear in
ordinary Americans.

Americans are being assiduously ser -
ved up talk about the inevitable nuclear
apocalypse —a kind of twentieth century
"day of judgement.'" This myth enters
American homes every hour from the
pages of newspapers and from televis-
ion screens. The mindboggling, ominous
"explosion' over Omaha is not a fortit-
ous episode in this mass hypnosis.
Another link in the chain is the June
issue of The Washingtonian aimed at
the capital's elite, whichcarries an art-
icle titled '"The Unthinkable."

"The U.S.S.R., regards Washington as
the top prize in a nuclear war,' says
the highly detailed account of "what the
Soviet Union will do to achieve its cher-
ished objective.'" A schematic map
shows in detail what devastation a Sov-
iet attack will cause.

One can read even scarier things in
America. For example, two staffers at
the Hudson Institute, a conservative
""think tank,'' calculate that twenty mil-
lion Americans would perish in a nuc-
lear war — after which, they say, there
will be a reconstruction of the world
consistent with Western standards.
Won't such a conclusion encourage
some hothead at the Pentagon to elimi-
nate with one fell swoop all the complex-
ities of the modern world, with its '""Red
danger,' "arm of Moscow,' '"Soviet mil-
itary threat,'" and so on? One can only
hope there exist people in America who,

upon hearing the irresponsible pseudo-
scientists, will say, '""Oh, that is the rav-
ings of madmen, on whom the fate of the
world, fortunately, does not depend."

That is true, but the people in the U.S.
on whom a great deal does depend do not
always mdke clear their views on these
issues.'"There are things more import-
ant than peace,' the Secretary of State
has said. The President himself says
nothing definite, and therefore does not
reject the ravings.Ata press conference
he simply evaded a question about whether
a limited war in Europe is possible.

It therefore seems natural that the
Administration's shameless militarism
is successfully used by ultrarightists
and ultraconservatives in the U.S. The
notorious American Security Council
recently subsidized the screening of the
film '"The SALT Syndrome' with great
publicity and five million dollars for
distribution throughout America.

The film is about the fabricated weak-
ness of America and the invented super-
iority of the Russians. In it well-known
American politicians and military men
speak of the U.S, defense '"lag.'" Form-
er Secretary of State Henry Kissinger:
""Seldom in human history has one nation
reacted so passively to a change in the
b.‘ilaﬂ(‘(’ of power in the adversary's
' Secretary of State Haig: ""All our
[)r‘(‘\lnllh strategic doctrines were im-
moral — they were all defeatist."

The enemies of peace and disarma-
ment do not always act brazenly and
‘overtly. They often hide behind the mask
of "objectivity." In The Washingtonian
the author cites the international con-
ference of physicians held late last
March near Washington, Participants
discussed the "unthinkable' — the pos-
sibility of nuclear war — the author
asserts, which they deem close and in-
evitable.

But the cruel truth about which the
Soviet, American, and British doctors
cautioned the world was pointed outonly
to warn mankind against the consequen-
ces of nuclear war, and not for the pur-
pose of bringing itcloser.The physicians
discussed the subject without the ulterior
motive with which the enemies of peace
in the U.S. prod mankind toward the
brink of war — and toward catastrophe!
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D. Yakushkin writes for the Young
Communist League newspaper '"Kom-
somolskaya Pravda'" of Moscow, from
which this is adapted.
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Anti-Nuclear Countdown

he dialogue has begun in Western
Europe, where many think it is insanity
to allow their cities and fields to be-
come testing ranges or battlegrounds
for Russian and American weaponry, It
was sobering and enlightening to wat
the demonstrations in Europe last montl
and listen, as I did, toyoung Frenchmen

say they believe that

President Reagan

wants to confront Russia on their ter
ritory

No, I said. Yes — or maybe — Reagan
said a week later; maybe we could fight
a nuclear war and limit the destructio
to Europe. We must be crazy if we thin}
manv En ropeans won t oppose that —
ind if we think Russian propagandis
will no :rgetically exploit the bomb
talk coming out of Washington these
davys

[t is going to be a difficult time in the
great nations, the nations where speech
is free. A free people want the choice
of whether to use the tools of mass
death to preserve their way of life
Some will argue '""never;'" others will
argue that death is the price of free
life. But the debate was inevitable in
our time — in all times, now that the
atom has been split — and it will soon
be tearing the country apart.

Richard Reeves is a syndicated

This article has been re-
printed from the Oregon Journal.

columnist.

A Gaffe in Time
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“Tell me General, if there were to be a nuclear

war in Kurope, where would the modern-day
cquivalent of Pearl Harbour be?”

open about what it is doing. It wants
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