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"He" as an individual, like any other
citizen, is welcome to pursue such an
endeavor. However, "he" as an elected
official can not make such an obligation for
Baker County without public knowledge,
public input, and ultimately, without a
majority of votes from the Board of
Commissioners of which he is just one
member.

Chairman Harvey received significant
push back from both Commissioners at
that Aprii 6 meeting. Commissioner
Bennett explained that Baker County
already is served by affiliations with a
variety organizations (which, by the way,
are |egally authorized to represent Baker
County) to address public land issues and
concerns. These include the Public Lands
Council, Association of Oregon Counties
and the Public Lands Steering Committee
National Association of Counties (NACO).

Bennett also cited budget concerns
stating, "We put a budget together. If we
keep deviating from it, then what's the
point of the process?"

Commissioner Kerns also voiced
objection, pointing out this topic had been
added at the very last minute with no
opportunity to study the organization. He
said he had never heard of the American
Stewards of Liberty and stated he would
require time to study the matter before
making any decision regarding such a
membership.

But, Bill doesn't like being told no.

After hearing the comments from his
fellow elected Commissioners, Harvey
stated the discussion regarding member-
ship to the American Stewards of Liberty
would be tabled until the next regular
meeting.

Immediately  following  Harvey's
comments, a member of the audience

stated they would be willing to donate
$100 and did not think it would be difficult
to raise the remainder of the necessary
$1,000.

Audience member John Creighton
simply stated, "Study it, but get it done."

| had expected the discussion regarding
joining the coalition to appear on the
agenda for the next Regular Meeting, just
as Harvey said it would be.

However, it was not. And, because it
was not, | made the decision to cover the
District FFA competition instead that same
day, which also began at exactly the same
time as the Commission meeting (and is
precisely why public agenda topics are
required by law to be included on meeting
agendas).

(By the way, FFA is such an incredible
organization which offers important skills
and helps to instill the values of our future
leaders in America. Many exceptional role
models within our community volunteered
their time to help at the District contest in
a variety of ways including Dr. Bob and
Jarrod Maxwell who is an example of a
young man who is following his passion,
excelled in his highly competitive training
program and, as a result, has a high
paying, high demand career here. In fact,
Jarrod was snatched up right away, | think
even before he had graduated from his
program, by a prominent local employer.
Jarrod has volunteered for years as a
judge in this important contest for the
kids.)

But, | digress.

Citizens who also expected the matter
to be discussed attended the meeting.
When asked about it not being on the
agenda, Harvey stated that we didn't have
to worry about it because private
individuals had stepped up and paid the

$1,000.

This is more than problematic for
Commissioner Harvey.

The general public was left in the dark
and the decision potentially places our
County in a position of liability which could
make the recent McCarty lawsuit payout
of $324,000 seem like change we
scattered on the coffee table. The dollars
at risk, by the way, are those belonging to
all Baker County tax payers.

One of the questions asked Tuesday
night of all County Commission
candidates at the AAUW forum, happened
to°be about their stance regarding bringing
a lawsuit against the federal government
by the County. The answers were as
diverse as the candidates. One indicated
he would wholeheartedly back
Commissioner Harvey and would support
such action. Another emphatically stated
he would never approve leading the
County into potential bankruptey in which
such a lawsuit could result. This same
candidate also said he knew the dollars
put at risk would be those belonging to the
people of Baker County.

The Baker City Council manages to
send out meeting packets which clearly
detail each and every item of significance
to be addressed by council members.
Their agenda gives opportunity for citizen
input and most importantly, the agenda
and packet have enough specificity so a
member of the public, or a member of the
media, knows exactly what action items
will be discussed and by whom--whether
or not they choose to attend. With every
meeting video taped and televised, any
person can easily find out the outcome of
a particular vote. The packets are always
sent out in a timely manner.

See SMELL TEST on page 8

Save the Date!

Eagle Valley Days
June 18
Eagle Valley Grange is
looking for vendors of
quality crafts, antiques,
collectables, art, etc for
their annual Eagle Valley
Days celebration on
Saturday, June 18. Fee is
only $5 per space. Come
make some money at
this one day event with a
parade, kids games,
entertainment, pie
contast, and great food.

Call 541-893-6292 or
541-540-6293.
EAGLE VALLEY
Collision Rebuildsers Inc
Mike Fiala
541-523-1057

§Cell 541-403-1138 - Fax 541-523-1059
2155 Windmill Road

Baker City, Oregon 97814
Email: ever@uci.net
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Tractor and Hydraullcs
Parts - Sales - Repair
Ag - Industrial
Construction - Logging
Your one stop source for hydraulics
Pumps - Valves - Cylinders
Seals - Adapters
Hose assemblies while you wait
41438 Hwy 30 - Baker City

541-523-9537
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Auto Glass Repair & Replacement

Autobody Repair
Foreign & Domestic

o 941-742-2063 «
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