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Lorrle sald 1hat Han had traveled to Baker County and "visited
with everyone." She said that several more people are on the full
length documentary which is about 30 minutes in length and will be
available April 1.

Audience member, Brenda Holly, voiced several concerns regard-
ing the video. She said the website on which the link to the video
can be found: www.bakercountywildfire.org contains two tabs, one
of which Holly stated asks that donations be made to Rock Creek
Enterprises (a private business owned by Bill and Lorrie Harvey).
Lorrie clarified that was for the book on Coordination she had
compiled and was only to cover the costs of printing the book which
she does in their office. Lorrie stated they do not make any profit
on the Coordination book.

"It seems like a conflict. | think you're setting yourself up for some
real challenges," stated Holly. "Did everyone in the video give their
permission?" she asked.

Lorrie stated she didn't make the video but could only assume so
because it was professionally done.

"What about the pilot with the wing number 850 on the plane?"
Holly asked. "That could be directly traced right back to him. Does
he know he's part of this?"

Holly continued, "l think there are some conflicts of interest and
perhaps ethics violations."

Lorrie answered, "If you feel the second tab stating the book is
available is a problem, 'l have Scott take it off."

Audience member Steve Fiddler then asked, "Who wrote the
[Coordination] book?"

Lorrie explained she had compiled information from individuals
including Fred Kelly Grant so that people would have one resource
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to learn about Coordination. She said she
produced the book, but didn't write it.

Fiddler replied, "l would have to agree, there's
at least a perception of a conflict of interest."

Bill Harvey stated, "It's a private website, private
money and the County's not involved.”

"You say it's not part of the [County] government,
but we've got tiwo County Commissioners in the
video and one of them is wearing a County shirt,"
replied Holly.

Following the meeting, more than one person
asked if it wasn't a Baker County video, why was
it included as a part of official County business
and why is "Baker County" included in the name
when several counties in Eastern Oregon were
severely impacted by the wildfires? Others made
comments about misspellings in the video
including the word, "stifling” and others said they
perceived some of the verbiage to be awkward.

Individuals besides the two commissioners who
are seen and speak in the video promo are
rancher Dennis Kiely and Kody Justus, Republi-
can candidate for County Commissioner. Justus
spoke emotionally about what it's like losing cattle
in a fire. It is not known if the dispatchers or
deputies who are heard speaking on the video are
aware they are in it or if permission was given.

Commissioner Mark Bennett weighed in saying,
"My wife and | were just awarded a stewardship
award. | don't think | was ever there as a
Commissioner. It's because we had an emotional
tie."

Holly also expressed concems about the fact the
website leads people to organizations like the
American Lands Council and Kris Anne Hall's
Liberty First website, which Holly said both have
a certain political agenda.

Wanda Ballard who is an active member of
Forest Access for All stated she was insulted by
such comments and questions being raised. Her
husband, Tork, said, "I don't understand what
conflict there is. The money came from private
citizens."

Dave Hunsaker expressed that he thought the
County would have been better served if the video
would have been simply informative instead of an
indictment to beat people over the head.

"If people take this movie as criticism, then so
be it. It's a matter of fact," said Art Sappington.

The tab referencing the Coordination book and
asking for donations was removed from the
website apparently immediately following
Wednesday's Commission meeting. Anyone
interested in seeing the video preview which is
entitted "Baker County Wildlife Documentary

promo" or the website can visit: www.baker-

countywildfire.org.
Citizen Participation Portion:
Representative of McCarty Helicopters
Questions Commissioners

Jolene Linstrom asked the Commissioners if
they intended to write letters to the neighbors
whom investigators had spoken with to alert them
the lawsuit had been settled and that McCarty had
been operating within the letter of the law. She
also stated they were happy to have the lawsuit

behind them but asked Gommissigner Harvey,

why the County is still prolonging the matter by
not paying the $306,000 awarded by the judge
and why they were continuing to have the County
attorney fight it.

"| asked for clarification from the judge," stated
Harvey.

"The only one benéfiting at this point are the
attorneys," stated Linstrom.
Comments about Sheriff's Race

Ed Hardt stated, "l just found out the Sheriff's
run-off is not going to be decided in the primary."
Hardt expressed concern about the 200 signa-
fures which had been gathered by candidate for
Sheriff, John Hoopes saying they were "null and
void."

"It's crazy," stated Hardt. -

and Wanda Ballard From row Kody Justus, Suutln
Patterson and Art Sappington

The Sheriff's race is non-partisan and because
there are only two candidates, John Hoopes and
Travis Ash, both automatically advance to the
general election in November in which every reg-
istered voter in Baker County will have a chance
to cast their vote. The County Commission race
is partisan, so a Republican primary winner (either
Kody Justus, Jeff Nelson, or Bruce Nichols) will
advance to the general election. It is possible the
Republican Primary winner could face a write-in
opponent in the general election. Only registered
Republicans can vote for one of the three Com-
mission candidates in the primary. Deadline to
register to vote or change party affiliation is April
26.

Mining Publications Available

Art Sappington made Commissioners aware of
ggw mining publications which are currently avail-

|

Justice Court Update
Michael Finney of Justice Court explained they

- have been working with Circuit Court to try and

relieve some of their caseload. He stated they
have been hearing a few misdemeanor cases.
Finney also noted they have not been seeing a
reduction in speeding citations despite the in-
crease to 70 miles per hour. He noted rental evic-
tions are on the rise.

Finney stated they chose not to renew one of
their pro-tems, Jeremy Thamert.
Commissioners Unanimously Approve
Sheriff's Purchase

Sheriff Ash came before the Commissioners to
request their approval to purchase two vehicles.

"This does not take anything from the general
fund. This has been budgetéd for," explained Ash.
"This proposal is utilizing funds that were ap-
proved and adopted in the 2015-16 budget."

The staff report prepared by Ash stated, "The
Baker County Sheriff's Office is looking at replac-
ing two patrol vehicles that need to be taken out
of patrol service due to high mileage....while these
pickups have regular use life left in them, they are
at the end of their patrol service life span."

His request was unanimously approved.

Other Business

* A liquor license was approved for Hells Canyon
Inn.

- Commissioners voted to amend the language in
the Referral for the Vector Control Local Optien
Tax for four years.

=~ Ordered the Sheriff to sell foreclosed property

located at 251 Granite Streetin Sumpter and s&f’

the minimum price at $15,000. The back taxes
owed are $6,065.19 and the Real Market Value
according to the tax roll is $48,310 (the land is
valued at $32,170 and the structure at $16,140).
« Held a discussion regarding a proposed Van
Pool by Community Connections.
» Discussed the Ambulance Service Plan and how
it relates to a proposed new business.
Question Regarding Progress on
Coordination

Tork Ballard asked Commissioner Harvey about
the U.S. Forest Service and their response to
Coordinating with Baker County.

Harvey replied, "They [the U.S. Forest Service]
don't believe they have to Coordinate. We are
approaching other options."

Nelson: It's a Learning Experience

By Gina Perkins

Jeff Nelson, Republican Can-
didate for County Commis-
sioner Position #1 calls running
for the position a learning
process. He said many people
have approached him over the
years to run for Baker City

of Baker City Council.
on Hwy. 30 "But | live out of town so
An angel flew by today, J
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That on earth, there will be no tomorrow,
But your spirit will always be, N
With us all, that we can see,

And the love, that you always shared,
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Your memories will always be

With us all, through eternity.

Our hearts ache, now that you are gone,
Knowing that you, have now gone home,
But we know you don't want us to grieve,
For again we shall see you, in eternity.

By Mae C. Garnett
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that's not an option," said
Nelson. "Some people on the
different boards I'm on encour-
aged me to run for County

Commissioner when Tim's
[Kerns] position came
available."

"I've got yard signs now, but
| don't have a committee. | hate
to ask people to commit them-
selves if things turn out differ-
ently," said Nelson citing family
circumstances which have
arisen and demands with his

| position as a business adviser

with Blue Mountain Community

| College, both of which have

kept him from getting organ-
ized as quickly as he would

| have liked.

"I'm taking it slow, but I'm
having fun," Nelson said.

He added, "I am new to the
political process and I've made
some mistakes. I'm a person
that likes to know what I'm
doing, so | figure if | run again
in four years I'll have it all fig-
ured out."

He stated he does have
some meet and greet evenis
planned in April and Nelson did
speak at the annual Republi-

! can Dinner held on Saturday,

March 19. One of Nelson's
challengers, Kody Justus, also
spoke at the event. A campaign
video of Justus produced by
Sound Image Productions (the
same company which pro-
duced the Baker County Wild-
fire video) was also available to
be viewed at the Republican
dinner.

Bruce Nichols, another chal-
lenger, purchased a ticket but
was unable to attend the dinner
because of a previous family
commitment out of the area.
Bob McKim had planned to

speak on Nichols's behalf at
the event but Suzan Ellis
Jones, Chairman of the Baker
County Republicans who
openly supports Justus, denied
that request.

Nelson stated he does have
a website www.jeffnelsonfor-
commissioner.com and Face-
book page for his campaign.
He invites people to visit his
website to learn more about
him. He may also be emailed at
jnelson1964gmail.com.

No Democrat or Independent
candidate filed for the County
Commissioner primary elec
tion. All three candidates, Nel-
son, Nicheols and Justus are
Republicans, so only regis-
tered Republicans can vote.
The candidate with the most
votes will advance to the gen-
eral election.The last day to
register to vote or change party
affiliation is April 26.

Individuals can register to
vote or change their party affil-
iation by:

--going online to hitps://se-
cure.sos.state.or.us/orestarivr/r
egister.do

--completing a voter registra-
tion card and mailing it to 1995
Third Street #150, Baker City,
OR 97814

--going in person to the
Baker County Clerk’s office

Those with questions may
call the Baker County Clerk,
Cindy Carpenter, at 541-523-
8207. The deadline to register
is April 26. Local ballots will be
mailed April 28. Military and out
of state ballots are mailed prior
to that date. Primary election
day is May 17, 2016. The gen-
eral election is November 8,
2016.
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