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US Forest Service
Begins Salvage
Logging Operations

Salvage logging operations have begun on a portion of the
Cornet/Windy Ridge Fire. The first timber sale is for 7.5 million
board feet of danger tree removal along open roads in the burned
area. Operations include a Tong Thrower, which follows behind
the sawyers. The thrower moves cut logs from the hillside to the
roadside that are loaded onto trucks.

Of the 104,000 acre fire, 30,035 acres are on Forest Service
administered lands. Immediately after the fire a Burned Area
Emergency Response team was brought in to evaluate the ef-
fects of the fire and implement necessary public safety measures.
The staff at the Whitman District then went to work analyzing the
30,035 acres for possible salvage logging opportunities.

11 million board feet of wood will be extracted over the course
of 2016 from the Cornet/Windy Ridge Fire on Forest Service ad-
ministered lands. First, the 7.5 million board foot danger tree re-
moval sale along open roads, then two 250 acre sales totaling
2.5 million board feet, and a 1 million board foot danger tree re-
moval sale done in conjunction with the Oregon Department of
Transportation along Highway 245.

“We're happy to see the sawyers out here beginning felling op-
erations,” said Whitman District Ranger, Jeff Tomac. “I'm very
proud of how quickly and efficiently my staff worked to accom-
plish the necessary planning and thankful to the community and
the other agencies for their support,” continued Tomac.

Please use caution when traveling in the Dooley Mountain
area and expect logging operations along Denny Creek Road
(FSR 1140), Ebell Creek Road (FSR 1100) and on Lower Mill
Creek road (FSR 090). Additional photos and videos of the sal-
vage logging operations are available on the Wallowa-Whitman
Facebook page www.facebook.com/WallowaWhitmanNF.

Saint Alphonsus
Auxiliary - Baker City
Offers Scholarship

Baker City is once again offering a $1,500 scholarship. To be
eligible you must be a graduate of a Baker County High School
or a current resident of Baker County, who will be at least a soph-
omore in college by September, 2016. The scholarship will be
awarded to a student who is enrolled in a health care profession.

The application for the scholarship can be obtained from the
Auxiliary Gift Shop in the front lobby of Saint Alphonsus Medical
Center — Baker City or from a member of the Auxiliary Scholar-
ship Committee, Peggy Payton, Chairman, 541-519-8118, Mari-
lyn Bloom 541-523-2750 or Betty Rouse 541-523-5563.

The applications must be returned to the committee by April 15,
2016. The recipient will be notified by May 20, 2016. The schol-
arship check will be sent to the recipient’s college where it will be
credited to the students account.

The Auxiliary Members assist at the Annual Blood Draw, vari-
ous other hospital events and attending the Saint Alphonsus-
Baker City Gift Shop. New members are always welcome.

For further information about the Auxiliary contact President
Jeanne Schroder 541-403-0054, Peggy Payton 541-519-8118 or
Laura Huggins 541-523-8102.

Harney County Saga
Continues to Unfold

By Gina Perkins

Several people in Baker County have family living and working
in the Buns-Hines area who have been affected by the events
unfolding over the last several weeks. Bruce Nichols, prospective
candidate for Baker County Commissioner has a son who works
for the Educational Service District there and Sherrie Kvamme
of New Bridge has been communicating with a friend who has
been describing how it has affected her every day life. Marge
Toney of Haines has a son who works for the BLM and Bob Sey-
mour of Haines and La Grande, who is a CPA with Guyer and
Associates, was scheduled to provide the City of Hines audit
Tuesday night when the road between John Day and Burns was
blocked and the arresis were made.

Late Tuesday afternoon, several of the occupiers of the Mal-
heur County Wildlife refuge were arrested with one of the more
familiar faces associated with the occupation being shot and
killed. Ammon Bundy, his brother Ryan who sustained non-life
threatening injuries, Brian Cavalier, Shawna Cox, Peter Santilli,
Joseph O'Shaughnessy and Ryan Payne were arrested and, as
of Wednesday moming, are being held in the Multnomah County
Jail.

Robert "LaVoy" Finicum, the spokesman of the refuge occupa-
tion, was shot and killed.

Varying accounts surround the circumstances of his death. This
includes a video from a driver of one of the vehicles headed to
the community meeting in John Day. Mark McConnell, the driver,
states Finicum was killed as he charged police officers. Jon
Ritzheimer turned himself in to authorities in Arizona.

Ajoint press release from the FBI and Oregon State police re-
leased Tuesday night stated, "On January 26, 2016 at approxi-
mately 4:30 p.m., Oregon State Police Troopers were involved in
an officer involved shooting during the arrest of several individu-
als near Bums. The Deschutes County Major Incident Team will
be assisting the Oregon State Police and the Harney County Dis-
trict Attorney'’s Office with the investigation. The investigation will
be conducted in compliance with Senate Bill 111 which outlines
protocols to be followed when deadly physical force is used." No
law enforcement personnel was injured.

The Blue Mountain Eagle in John Day reported the community
meeting at which Ammon Bundy and others were to speak still
took place after learning the arrests and death of Finicum had
occurred, A smaller counter protest was held outside of the meet-
ing in opposition to Bundy and the other occupiers.

The situation is by no means over and the story continues to
develop.

Authorities announced Wednesday morning they had estab-
lished checkpoints and have initiated a containment of the Mal-
heur National Wildlife Refuge. For those attempting to travel into
the refuge there is signage ahead of each checkpoint. Anyone
who moves beyond that signage is being stopped, identified and
asked to leave. Non-compliant people will be subject to arrest.
Anyone coming out of the refuge will have his or her identification
confirmed and any associated vehicles are being searched.

The only people allowed to pass into the checkpoints will be
Harney County ranchers who own property in those specific
areas and will be required to show photo ID as they go in and
out.

The refuge is still occupied with reports of men, women and
children. Ammon Bundy's wife reportedly is among them.
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