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“Stock Water Availability in Question for
Producers in Rock Creek Drainage Area

By Gina Perkins

Editor’'s Note: On Wednesday
of this week, the Baker County
Livestock Association heard
from Whitney Collins, Manager
of the Soil and Water Conser-
vation Districts. Because the
meeting is after press time, |
contacted Collins for informa-
tion about the situation. The
Record-Courier will have cov-
erage of the June 24 meeting
in next week's issue. Below is
Collins's response to my gues-
tion regarding the critical lack
of stock water for producers in
the Rock Creek Drainage west
of Haines:

"Historically stock water has
been available for the livestock
producers on the Rock Creek
System during the irrigation
season. Three Years ago the
Water Resources Department
began to regulate (shut off) the
usage of stock water on this
system. The first year it was
shut off in roughly August, the
second year it was shut off in
roughly July, and this year it
was shut off in March. It was
turned back on with all the rain-
fall for a short amount of time

in May, to my knowledge, and
it is back off again.

The Baker Valley SWCD se-
lected this area as our Focus
Area through Oregon Depart-
ment of Agriculture several
years ago to help landowners
in the area with stock water so-
lutions and improve riparian
areas on their private property.
The Baker Valley SWCD was
contacted by several landown-
ers in the drainage last week
who are seeking both a long
term solution and short term
help to the lack of livestock
water. There are a lot of prop-
erties in this area that depend
only on the stock water that is
in the ditches. The Baker Val-
ley SWCD is working with sev-
eral landowners on an
individual basis within this area
to come up with long term so-
lutions, including, stock water
wells, livestock watering
ponds, and spring develop-
ments, for a long term solution;
however these solutions take
time.

There is currently a Natural
Resources Conservation Serv-

ice (NRCS) program available
for all landowners who are af-
fected by the current drought
conditions. Any applications
for that program will need to
be turned in on Friday to
NRCS, located in our office.”
The short term solution ta the
lack of livestock watering is a
livestock watering preference.’
In April, the Governor de-
clared a drought in Baker
County, which opens up the
availability to apply for a live-
stock or human consumption
preference regardless of irriga-
tion right. This would in fact
allow for livestock water to be
made available in the Rock
Creek system, however the
water has to come from some-
where and in this case, it would
come from senior irrigation
rights. This is something that
the Baker Valley SWCD has
applied for, however it has not
been met on at the state level
by the Oregon Water
Resources Commission.”
Collins may be reached by
calling 541-523-7121 X 109.

The Cattlemen's Midyear Meeting
Brings in Top Industry Speakers

Wolves, water and interna-
tional trade. These were just
three of the many topics dis-
cussed at the Oregon Cattle-
men's Association's 2015
Midyear event. Over 130
ranchers from all across Ore-
gon traveled to the town of
John Day where the Grant
County Fairgrounds hosted the
event.

Attendees heard from over 15
different speakers and inter-
acted with 17 various vendors
at the Midyear Trade show.

"My overall experience was
great," said speaker and North-
west Ag Information Network
journalist KayDee Gilkey. "l
was pleasantly surprised at the
turnout for my presentation.”

Gilkey presented tips on how
ranchers can interact with the
press in order to get their story
told. "I was happy [people]
stuck around and hope they
gleaned some tips," Gilkey
said.

The lineup of speakers im-
pressed past OCA president
and current OCA Water Re-
sources chair, Curtis Martin.
He felt each session was
packed full of information. He
encourages members to look
into attending future OCA
Midyear events.

"When members come they
feel rejuvenated and encour-
aged," Martin said.

This year, OCA was able to
bring in National Cattiemen's
Beef Association's Vice Presi-
dent of Government Affairs,
Colin Woodall.

"Colin is diligent in working for
the cattle industry in Washing-
ton D.C.," said Keith Naniz,
chair for both NCBA Young
Beef Leaders program and
Oregon's Young Cattlemen's
Committee. "It was our privi-
lege to have him speak at
Midyear."

Woodall covered several top-
ics that NCBA is paying close
attention to in D.C. including
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