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By Emily Braswell

As a whole, the Board of County
Commissioners is responsible for
county administration, manage-
ment, and policy. The Board pre-
pares. adopts and monitors county
budgets and provides administra-
tive services, support, and liaison to
cities, public agencies, organiza-
tions, the Oregon Legislative As-
sembly, and federal and state
officials. It is responsible for con-
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EASTERN OREGON

DEVELOPMENT SUMMIT 2015

Bate, Time, Cost:
Tuesday, January 27, 2015
12:00 pm ~ 6:00 pm
++Free to Attend+*

Guest Speakers include:

Location:

Baker County Conference & Event Center
i (Baker County Fairgrounds)

2600 East St.

Baker City, OR 97814

Mining Assoc.; & More...

ducting public meetings, hearings,
private and public land sales and
exchanges as well as enacting ordi-
nances, orders, resolutions, con-
tracts, leases, and other legal
agreements; just to list a few.

The Baker County Board of
Commissioners met last week for
their first work session of the year.
Because each Commissioner holds
various duties outside of the board-
room, sittings dedicated to dis-
cussing current and upcoming
issues, and agreeing on staff ap-
pointments, orders and resolutions
before they come to a final vote
during the regular Commission
Session are a routine necessity, This
session was particularly important
for new Commissioner Chairman
Bill Harvey, who is currently amid
week three in office and is still
leamning the ropes of his new posi-
tion,

A large portion of this meeting
was used to delegate each Commis-
sioner to other important local, re-
gional and state-wide advisory
boards, committees and commis-
sions, Some of these groups are to
be led by a Commissioner while
others simply require the atten-
dance of an elected official. The
page-long list of groups was re-
flected upon as it was carefully di-
vidled among the three
Commissioners. The appointment
order paperwork will be written up
and the Commissioners will for-
mally vote for the placements at the
regular Commission meeting on
Jan. 21.

Other business matters were dis-
cussed during this session, includ-
ing a brief mention of a 90-day
extension period for comment on
the U.S. Forest Service’s (USFS)
Travel Management Plan from
Wallowa-Whitman National Forest
Supervisor Tom Montoya. This ex»
tension will allow for the handful
of Baker County groups who
pushed for the extra time to come
together and create a strategy on
how to validate the proposed road
maps created under the new: plan, It
was not discussed any further.

Baker County Attorney, Dan Van
Thiel, was present during the ses-
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Commissioners Discuss Duties, SRS
and PILT Funds at Work Session

sion to talk about current legal mat-
ters involving the county. He first
inquired what the Board wished to
see happen with several properties
owned by Baker County. These
particular properties came to the
County’s ownership through fore-
closure of delinquent tax liens. Van
Thiel's major concern was for the
homes that are still occupied and
the amount of time they have been
inhabited since the County ob-
tained ownership.

Commissioner Mark Bennett
stated, “We really shouldn’t be in
the rental business, and we need to
get [these pmperties sold and] back
on the tax rolls.” So the County can
prepare them for sale, Van Thiel
was instructed to send eviction no-
tices to the occupants of the prop-
erties that had failed to follow
through with any pre- or post-fore-
closure a

Timothy Blshop Tourism Mar-
keting Director for Baker County,
came before the Board as a private
citizen to ask for support for a Bill
that will soon be voted on in the
Oregon legislature. The Bill was
written by Restore Oregon; a non-
profit organization founded in 1977
with the intent to safeguard historic
homes, neighborhoods, bridges,
bams and churches; and which,
today. has a new focus of protecting
the loss of historical buildings due
to insufficient economic incentives.
The Bill, entitled the Revitalize
Main Street Act, would create a
state rehabilitation tax incentive
program specifically for Oregon’s
historic downtowns and commer-
cial buildings. It would provide a
25 percent rebate for certified reha-
hilitation of commercial buildings
listed in the National Register of
Historic Places, so long as the
building retains its historical in-
tegnity. Thirty-five states across the
U.S. utilize this type of incentive or
tax credit and they continually re-
port proven economic benefits for
all inyolved parties.

See COMMISSIONERS
on page 4
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business owners
have either
increased or
maintained
their advertising
program in the

Rich Angstrom, Dircctor of Oregon Conerete & Aggregate

Producers Assoc.: Dave Bumaleutt, Exccutive Director of

Oregonians In Action; Dana Beunett, Exccutive Director of Nevada
Mining Assoc.; Representative Gl Bentz, Oregon House of !
Representatives; Larry BIVeRs, Chairman of the Oregon Dept. of |
Geology and Mineral Industries; Jan Rlexangder, Exstern Oregon

| Contact Baker County Economic Dcvelopmcm at(541) 523-5460

* Economic Benefits of Mining: How Eastern Oregon Can Prosper
| » Legal Analysis: Why it is Hard 1o Mine in Oregon
| e How We are Trying to Fix the Problem
|« Discussion & Questions
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Your Tushy will foel Cushy in our New Seats!

1809 1st St., Baker City - 523-2522
www.eltrym.com

Advance tickets now avallable at our website
Ticket Prices: Adults §8
Senior, Matinee, Tightwad Tues. $6

*AMERICAN SNIPERRr
Tha story of Navy SEAL sniper, Chris Kyle,
the most lethal sniper in US History,
Directed by Clint Eastwoed.

FRI & SAT  (3:45) 6:45 9:30
SUN (3:45) 6:45
MON-THURS 6:45

*STRANGE MAGIC rc
Disney, Animation. Goblins, elves, fairies
and imps, and their misadventures sparked
by the battle over & powerful potion.

FRI & SAT (4:10) 7:10 9:40
SUNDAY  (4:10) 7:10
Pol[_)_N_-THITJ_RS 7:10

THE IMITATION GAME
PG-13

During World War Il, mathematician Alan
Turing tries lo crack the enjgma code.
Nominated for 8 Oscars, including Best
Plctura.

FRI & SAT (4:00) 7:00 9:35
SUNDAY  (4:00) 7:00
MON - THURS 7:00

\- = No Tightwad Tuesday | | = Bargain M:ﬂnnf
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