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Cougars have mixed results against the Dragons

Gwen Barringer
IVN Contributing Writer

IVHS girls

The Illinois Valley
High School varsity girls
basketball team showed
incredible perseverance
during their home game
against the Monroe-Alsea
Dragons Jan. 28. Though
both teams were neck-and-
neck for much of the game,
the Cougars ended up losing
by a slim margin.

The first half of the
game went by in a blur
of motion as both teams
scrambled across the court,
with the Dragons and
Cougars each making a 2-
point shot within the first 40
seconds of the first round.
The Cougars’ defense was
strong and their guard was
up, but so was the opposing
teams. This led to a few
small scuffles as the ball
and player holding it were
brought to the ground. The

first quarter ended with the
home team in the lead 7-6,
and when the second quarter
began it became apparent that
neither team’s determination
was going to fade. For every
shot the Cougars made, the
Dragons found an opportunity
to make one as well, but
the Cougars continued to
maintain the advantage.
By the time the buzzer for
halftime sounded, the score
was 13-12 in favor of the
home team.

The second half of
the game was even more
frenzied. Neither score
budged until three minutes
into the third quarter, when
No. 3 Evalynn Guzman
scored 2 points for the
Cougars. Once again, the
Dragons countered this with
a 2-point shot of their own,
with this trend continuing for
the rest of the quarter. When
the buzzer sounded, the
Dragons were leading 20-19.

The fourth and final
quarter was similar in its

intensity, though it was
becoming obvious that both
teams were starting to get
impatient. The Cougars
quickly regained their
earlier lead and then some,
and it really looked like the
home team was going to
pull through and defeat the
Dragons. Then, the last 30
seconds became a mess of
aggressive fouls and free
throws, resulting in Monroe
slowly evening the score and
eventually gaining a 1-point
lead. In the final 12 seconds,
the Cougars were unable to
defeat their opposition. The
final score was 33-32, in
favor of Monroe-Alsea.
After the game, Coach
Jonathan Reece remarked
that “the girls played well,”
and that it was “good to see
them compete against a good
team.” Despite their loss,
the Cougars really should be
proud of their determination

and teamwork. They lost by 1
point to a team that had an 8-
3 league record despite only
having 2 wins themselves.

IVHS boys

The Illinois Valley
High School varsity boys
basketball team faced off
against the Monroe Dragons
Saturday, Jan. 28. Although
things seemed rough for the
Cougars at first, by the time
the game was over they were
relishing in another victory.

The Cougars seemed
like they were having a bit of
trouble as the opposing team
relentlessly drove through
their guard. Though No.
0, junior Brendyn Bruner,
made an impressive 3-point
shot at the beginning of the
first quarter, by the time the
buzzer sounded Monroe was
in the lead 12-7.

When the buzzer
sounded for the second
quarter, the Cougars were

determined not to let the
Dragons best them. They
quickly made up the five
points that were needed to
tie the score, though many
members on both sides went
crashing to the ground in the
process. It was messy and the
home team struggled, but by
halftime the Cougars had a
two-point lead, 17-15.

In the third quarter, it
became clear that the Cougars
had finally gotten their
bearings. The boys blasted
through the opposing team’s
guard, with the Cougars
at one point leading by 13
points. Next, the Dragons
began to catch up, but they
were no match for the home
team’s tenacity and the
third quarter ended with the
Cougars in the lead 33-26.

Although Monroe
eventually evened the score
during the fourth quarter,
nothing was going to deter
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Illinois Valley High School
Winter Snorts Schedule

Thursday, February 2, 2023
6:00pm Boys Basketball JV vs Toledo @ AWAY
6:00pm Girls Basketball V vs Toledo @ AWAY
7:30pm Boys Basketball V vs Toledo AWAY

Tuesday, February 7, 2023
4:30pm Boys Basketball JV vs Oakland @ AWAY
6:00pm Girls Basketball V vs Oakland @ AWAY
7:30pm Boys Basketball V vs Oakland @ AWAY

ECY {

E Clampas
Vitus

Chapter
“Umpqua Joe 1859"
donates to
Southern Oregon groups
that support
women and children.

SPORTSMAN TAVERN

Super Bowl Gumbo

Seafood or Chicken
February 12
3:00 p.m. - Gone!

PRIZES & RAFFLES
Proceeds fund ECV
trade school scholarships.
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the Cougars from winning.
This meant that the remainder
of the game was vicious and
fast-paced, with the score
ending up tied more than
once. The last 60 seconds
were filled with free throws
from both sides, and by the
end a successful point was
made by Cougar Daniel Polk
that tied the score yet again.
This meant that the game
went into overtime, and the
final 4 minutes were just as
brutal as the ones that had
come before. Fortunately,
the Cougars came out on top
55-51.

Coach Tony Hess said
afterward that although many
of the boys had just recovered
from a sickness that’s been
going around, “they played an
awesome game, | was really
impressed by their energy
level,” adding that he could
see them going to state if they
keep playing this hard.

(Photo by Lindsay Marthinho, /llinois Valley News)

No. 0 Brendyn Bruner receives a pass from No. 11 Connor Talty while No. 24 Dillion Shirley and No. 2 Daniel
Polk look on during the Saturday, Jan. 28 home victory. The boys sit at 11 - 11 overall and 7 - 6 league.
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McGrew’s!

CALL FOR VENUE,

MENU OR MUSIC
541-596-2202
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AME STARTS &7
SICGNUPS START

BUY IN

541.787.5057

KXCJ

(LP)

105.7 FM

lllinois anlea
Community Radio

Download our current
program schedule and live
streaming af

kxcj.org

Friday, February 3
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Steve Kewm

Old Time Rocker

Call 541-592-5358 Wednesdays @ 5 PM

for takeout
Saturdays 6 - 9 PM

Country Store

RIS

HANDCRAFTED FOOD & ALE

Dine-in or Take Out

Sporisman
avern

Happy Hour
a4-7

50 CENTS OFF

ALL BEER, WINE & WELL
DRINKS

(VETs & ACTIVE DUTY
GET saAME Happy HouRr
PRICES ALL DAY)

Bridgeview
Wine Bar

Open year round
daily noon to 5

Try our extensive
food menu

Every Friday
~all day
Happy Hour
glass of wine

Call us: 541-592-4688

4210 Holland Loop Rd,

Cave Junction
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Open every day since'Memorial Day 1986

Complete Auto & Truck Repair

Alignment « Tires » Towing
Oil Change - Propane * Snacks

Wproved
Auto Repair

YOOR PLACE FOR SPORTS
« NFL AND COLLEGE FOOTBALL GAMES ON 13TV'S

12-11 MONDAY TO THURSDAY N
12-12 FRIDAY
9-12 SATURDAY FOR FOOTBALL
10-11 SUNDAY - DIRECT TV SUNDAY NFL TICKET

WHERE THE VALLEY GOES FOR CRAFT COCKTAILLS!
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