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Following Graves’ presentation, requests
and comments from citizens were welcomed.
Several members of the community, including a
couple meeting frequenters, took advantage of
their three-minute allotment at the podium. Their
comments yielded the following:

* A Merlin resident accused his neighbor
of “growing dope” and encouraged the board to
pass a bill that will require landowners to clear
flammable debris within 100 feet of a dwelling.

* More truancy ordinance bashing, as
well as concerns about kids being punished for
absenteeism who had a legitimate reason for
being absent. Several citizens recommended
tabling the ordinance until the school district
can prove their system of recording absences is
effective.

* Recommendation to donate money to
webuildthewall.us, a website dedicated to raising
funds in order to build a wall on the nation’s
southern border.

* Request to have more county meetings in
the evening to increase turnout.

* Concern that smoking will be banned in
Grants Pass.

After the various concerns that were raised
during citizen commentary, the commissioners
had a chance to respond. Commissioner Dan
DeYoung went first, relating to allegations
of inappropriate hassling by the school over
excused absences with an experience of his own.
He committed to investigating the way schools
record absences. In addition, he offered to
personally visit the property of the Merlin man
having a dispute with his neighbor.

Commissioner Darin Fowler went next.
He stated that the truancy ordinance will not
have much of an effect on current inadequacies
schools have with recording absences due to
the limited changes it mandates in truancy
enforcement, and therefore tabling the upcoming
legislation would be an unnecessary step.

Commissioner Lily Morgan also weighed
in on the absence recording matter, encouraging
citizens to keep putting pressure on the school
district to revisit related procedures. She also
stated that in her experience, evening meetings
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are no more attended than morning sessions, and
that the last evening meeting they hosted was
completely empty. Instead, she divulged that
switching up the location of meetings is a better
method to ramp up community participation,
citing the quarterly meetings in Cave Junction,
which tend to have the greatest attendance.

Before moving on from commissioner
responses, a rare disagreement occurred
among the commissioners when DeYoung
contradicted Morgan on the long-term impact
of a youth being cited for truancy. He claimed
that a student who gets an absentee letter in
their permanent record may be denied critical
educational opportunities later in their school
career. His peer “whole-heartedly” disagreed
with his assessment, stating that colleges will
not take such incidents into account during the
application process. “As someone who didn’t
have perfect attendance, I know it didn’t keep
me out of college,” Morgan concluded.

The sole administrative action was
voted on, yielding a unanimous result in
the affirmative. Such was also the case
with the board’s consent calendar, which
consisted of various minutes from the prior
two weeks of county functions, a resolution
to participate in the County Assessment
Function Funding Assessment (CAFFA) grant,
and an intergovernmental agreement (IGA)
between Josephine County and the Oregon
Youth Authority (OYA) to provide Behavior
Rehabilitation Services (BRS) and Placement
Related Activities to OYA BRS clients residing
in the county’s Turning Point Residential
Program.

The hour-long meeting can be viewed in
its entirety on the official Josephine County
YouTube channel. If you have internet access,
simply go to youtube.com and search for
“josephine county” to gain access to every
weekly business session from this year so far, as
well as other county events like budget meetings
and the annual State of the County.

A note for those looking to attend a county
meeting in the near future: The commissioners
will be convening at the Wolf Creek Inn for their
June 12 session. So don’t show up at the Anne
Basker Auditorium that day or you will be met
with disappointment.
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Live Music, Artisan and Craft Vendors, Food, Kids Village & Parade,
Drum Circles, Ceremony, Fire Dancers, and much more

ADMISSION & FEES
DAY PASS - AGES 18 & OVER: $15

TEEN (13-17): $10; 12 & UNDER: Free with Adult

DAILY CAMPING FEE- $10/PERSON

(NOTE: under 18, no camping without parent/guardian)

DAILY BOOTH FEE - $10 for 10’ x 10’ space
MORE INFORMATION

WWW.HOPEMOUNTAINBARTERFAIRE.ORG

LAKE SELMAC COUNTY PARK
McMULLEN CREEK ROAD
From Highway 199, South of Selma, Oregon,
Turn East on Lakeshore Drive, 2.5 miles until Park,
Turn right on McMullen Creek and follow signs

ZERO WASTE & FAMILY FRIENDLY EVENT
Bring your own dishes and drinking water
No alcohol, weapons, pets, or illegal drugs

Augustino Estate & Vineyard 4
Wine Tasting yin the Trees ‘

Treehouse Now Open to the Public
Corme visit the " Unlley's newest

wine tasting room
Enjoy spectacular views while wine tasting
inthe * (reeloon!

www.augustinoestate.com

Rock’n R Ranch

320 Brown Rd O’Brien - Just south of the O’Brien Store

541-596-2818

The Josephine County Sheriff’s Office
captured a well-known fugitive in the Illinois
Valley yesterday following a pursuit that
started in a vehicle and ended on foot. The
Sherift’s Office reports 20-year-old Merle
Leonard Southard, Jr., was arrested at gunpoint
near the corner of Redwood Highway and
North Laurel Road at about 1:25 p.m. June
3. Deputies said the pursuit began when they
spotted Southard in a vehicle at the intersection
of Holland Loop Road and Caves Highway.
He was driving a green pickup with temporary
tags and no license plates. The suspect refused
to yield and led deputies on a chase that ended
with his arrest when he bailed and tried to
run. Southard was wanted on three Josephine
County felony warrants. He was additionally
charged with felony and misdemeanor attempt
to elude police, escape, reckless driving and
driving while suspended. Southard -- who
is the son of Merle “The Squirrel” Southard
-- was transported to Grants Pass and lodged
without bail in the Josephine County Jail. The
Sheriff’s log mentioned that he has a new
nickname: “Chipmunk.”

A Cave Junction man was seriously
injured late last night when he was struck by a
vehicle while crossing Redwood Highway on
foot. The Oregon State Police (OSP) reports
troopers and emergency personnel responded
to the vehicle versus pedestrian crash on U.S.
Highway 199 at West Watkins Street May 30
around 11:15 p.m.. Troopers said 72-year-
old William Pomba Chaney was wearing
dark clothing when he attempted to cross
the highway illegally. They said a Mercedes
SUV driven by 68-year-old James Patrick
O’Shaughnessey of Gasquet, California,
collided with the pedestrian while he was
in the southbound travel lane. According to
OSP, Chaney suffered life-threatening injuries
and was transported by AMR Ambulance to
Three Rivers Medical Center in Grants Pass.
O’Shaughnessey was not hurt. His vehicle
sustained only minor damage and he was able
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to drive it away from the crash scene.

A Cave Junction man was arrested for
impaired driving June 3 after he crashed his
vehicle. The Oregon State Police reports
troopers and emergency crews responded
to the single-vehicle rollover wreck in the
900-block of Dick George Road around 7:25
p-m. Troopers said 49-year-old Charles Scott
Bessner was driving a Toyota SR-5 pickup
when he lost control and rolled the vehicle
into a ditch. He was not hurt, but he was asked
to perform field sobriety tests after showing
signs of impairment. Bessner performed poorly
and was subsequently charged with driving
under the influence of intoxicants, reckless
driving and driving while suspended. He was
taken to the Cave Junction substation where he
provided a breath sample that was well over
twice the legal driving limit. Bessner was cited
and released, but his pickup was impounded.

A Kentucky man was killed in a weekend
motor vehicle accident on Redwood Highway
in Selma that closed the roadway for about
4 1/2 hours. The Oregon State Police reports
troopers and emergency personnel responded
to the two-vehicle crash on U.S. Highway
199 near milepost 21 June 1 around 8:38
p.m. A preliminary investigation revealed
that a Nissan Frontier driven by 26-year-old
Ryan Risely of Lexington, Kentucky, was
traveling north on the highway when it left the
roadway and entered the southbound travel
lane, impacting a Mazda driven by 37-year-
old Diego Thor of Crescent City. Troopers
said Risely suffered fatal injuries and was
pronounced deceased at the scene. Thor and a
juvenile passenger were transported by AMR
Ambulance to Three Rivers Medical Center
in Grants Pass. Another passenger -- 35-year-
old Moei Thor -- suffered serious injuries and
was transported by Mercy Flights helicopter to
Rogue Regional Medical Center in Medford.
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Try Us... You'll Like Us!

CALL NOW & SAVE ON
YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION

Drug Name Qty (pills)
Viagra 100mg 16
Cialis 5mg 84
Levitra 20mg 30
Spiriva 18mcg 90
Advair 250mcg/50mcg 180 ds
Premarin 0.625mg 84

Symbicort 160mcg/4.5mcg 360 ds
Januvia 100mg 84

;:;33 %@ World Health Link
$150.00
$130.00 1-855-567-1509
$190.00 All pricing in U.S dollars and
§205.00 "V accopt Amex, Hoctinic

89500 e oney Order
$215.00 *Prices shown are for the
$260.00 equival::;iglg:&:i*cdrug if

Mailing Address: World Health Link, PO Box 42 Station Main

Winnipeg, MB R3C 2G1 Canada
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