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Taylor’s

Country Store

from

J. Barley
Friday night @ 6

Every Wednesday
Open MIC Night

6 - 9 p.m.

P h i l 

K i n g
Fr iday,  Nov.  9

@ 5:30

Rogue
Rage
Duo

Friday, Nov. 9 
9 PM, $5

@
McGrew’s!

Tim
Mitchell
Saturday the 10th @ 6 PM

Art’s Red 
Garter

Dawna Crocker
& Rosie 
Wittman

SAT. Nov. 10
9 PM

Karaoke 
w/ Mark

Fridays @ 9 pm

Saturday
Pool Tourney

8 p.m. 

Sunday Funday
free pool

Sportsman
Tavern

The

G  SPOT
OPEN MIC w/B

Thursdays @ 7

Karaoke w/ Jammer

First and third 
Wednesdays

Special Event Rentals
Available

Call 541-415-0451

409 S. Redwood Highway • 541-592-3080 • aaa.com/repair

 Oregon  C aves Oregon  C aves
 Chevron Chevron

 Celeb r a ting 33 Years of S e r v ice! Celeb r a t ing  3 3 Years of  S e r v ice!
• Auto & Truck Repair• Auto & Truck Repair

• Tires • Alignment• Tires • Alignment
• Towing • Propane• Towing • Propane

• Auto & Truck Repair• Auto & Truck Repair
• Tires • Alignment• Tires • Alignment
• Towing • Propane• Towing • Propane

If You have EVER 
 considered buying a home, 

NOW is the time! 
Interest Rates are going up and 

expected to be over 6% or MORE! 
next year.  

The Clock is Ticking! Order NOW and lock in a lower 
Interest Rate before time runs out! 

GRANTS PASS, Ore. 

(AP) — Medical marijuana 

patients and growers in 

Josephine County and across 

the state are abandoning the 

Oregon Medical Marijuana 

Program.

Long considered a 

source of Oregon’s black 

market, medical marijuana 

is fast falling victim to a 

combination of red tape and 

a different kind of market 

force: the convenience of 

recreational retail sales.

“Medical could officially 

have a gravestone,” said 

Kit Doyle, who formerly 

sold medical marijuana but 

switched to hemp products 

through his business, the 

Murphy Hemp Company.

The number of patients 

registered with the OMMP 

is half of what it was a year 

ago. Statewide it dropped 

41 percent, from 59,137 to 

34,892. In the county it was 

almost 50 percent — from 

7,027 to 3,540.

The number of registered 

growers also dropped 

precipitously. Statewide it 

went from 23,175 to 13,959 

— 40 percent. In the county, it 

went from 2,957 to 1,668 — a 

44 percent drop.

Doyle and several 

industry watchers think the 

numbers will continue to go 

down, according to The Daily 

Courier.

Medical marijuana has 

been legal in Oregon since 

1998, when voters created a 

system that allowed registered 

persons to grow their own 

marijuana — or obtain it from 

someone who grew it for 

them.

But even as the state 

Legislature took steps to 

allow dispensaries for medical 

marijuana, a sea change 

occurred in 2014, when 

voters legalized recreational 

marijuana, allowing retail 

sales to anyone over 21 

and setting up commercial 

production.

It also allows people to 

grow up to four recreational 

plants with no registration 

requirements, except where 

prohibited by local statute, 

such as within the city limits 

of Grants Pass.

To feed those outlets, 

the state issued licenses 

to approved growers and 

operators.

As of this week, there 

have been 475 applications 

to grow, process, sell or 

test marijuana in Josephine 

County for the retail market. 

Reflecting the region’s 

conducive-to-cannabis 

climate, the vast majority, 

399, were for recreational 

farms.

Medical marijuana 

patients who buy at retail 

dispensaries are able to 

avoid sale taxes that can 

reach 20 percent, although 

they must pay an annual 

$200 application fee to be an 

OMMP-registered patient.

The hassle of having to 

pony up $200 for the annual 

application fee — and the 

proliferation of dispensaries 

selling recreational pot 

— appears to be a factor in 

the decline.

“I repeatedly hear 

from customers,” said Diana 

Calvert of River City Retail 

marijuana dispensary in 

Merlin. “They say, ‘I let my 

medical card expire. It’s too 

expensive to renew. I’ll just 

pay the taxes.’”

Or, as Rob Bovett, 

who helped write the new 

rules as legal counsel for 

the Association of Oregon 

Counties, put it:

“Those that were getting 

an OMMP card as a ruse to 

get marijuana for recreational 

purposes ... no longer need 

to continue the ruse after 

we legalized recreational 

marijuana.”

Those who remain 

OMMP patients include heavy 

users and those who live in 

an apartment or other location 

where they can’t grow their 

own. For those patients who 

rely on a grower, finding one 

can be difficult because their 

numbers are diminishing, 

patient advocates say.

“The regulations around 

providing for other patients 

are quite onerous,” said Cedar 

Grey, a Williams area grower 

who sits on the Oregon 

Cannabis Commission, a state 

advisory body. “I actually 

think that’s the biggest factor.

“Many patients are just 

unable to find a grower to 

supply them. Previously I 

think it was relatively easy 

for a patient who didn’t 

know anyone, in relatively 

short order, to find a grower 

to provide free or low-cost 

cannabis.

“With the changes 

they’ve made (to the OMMP 

program), it’s much more 

difficult to care for other 

patients. Therefore, the 

number of growers willing 

to do that has dropped 

significantly.”

As of this year, medical 

marijuana growers who 

are supplying patients with 

marijuana must use an online 

state reporting system that 

tracks movement of product. 

Some say the tracking system, 

known as METRC, is difficult 

to learn and use. The state 

provides training, but growers 

don’t like it, and some might 

drop out because of it.

“The new reporting 

system is something people 

aren’t going to be able to 

adapt to,” said Pete Gendron, 

president of the Oregon 

SunGrowers Guild, a locally 

based association of growers. 

“The training is inadequate. 

The tech support is also 

woefully inadequate.

SEE OMMP ON A-8

As OMMP grows fall 
under OLCC, medical 
card holders disappear

FOR EMERGENCY CALL 911 
FOR NON-EMERGENCY DIAL 1-877-504-8075 

For Paramed Information Phone 
1 (800) 228-7601 

 
Members Don’t Worry About Emergency Ambulance Expenses! 

A $55 yearly membership to Paramed covers all family members in the home. 
Illness and injury can strike without warning; but, it’s comforting to know that 
your cost is covered for emergencies and medically necessary transports. 

24 Hours • 7 Days A Week 
Absolute peace of mind with expert critical care just a phone call away. 

“Serving The Northwest Since 1913” 

 

 

In an unusual Halloween stunt, 20 helium-filled mylar balloons of a President 

Donald Trump cartoon adorned in diapers with the word “Vote” were placed 

around town sometime before dawn Thursday, Nov. 1.   

(Courtesy photo for the Illinois Valley News)


