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Arrogance and Incompetence: by robert imin

At the end of last
summer’s fire season,
Josephine County officially
went on record in a letter
to the U.S. Forest Service
expressing no confidence in
their inability to control forest
fires. Chetco Bar, for example,
was one of many lightning
caused blazes that spread into
unstoppable conflagrations
that went on for months
until winter rains finally
put them out. Upper level
fire management had many
excuses, such as fighting too
many fires at once, not enough
funding, dangerous steep
terrain and remote location, all
of which do not hold up under
closer scrutiny.

There are basically two
types of fires in Southern
Oregon. One type are
rapid moving, often human
caused blazes, sometimes
wind driven, that occur on
the valley floor or at low
elevations. On private and
BLM lands, fire protection
is the responsibility of State
Forestry and 1. V. Rural
responds to structure fires.
Both are cracker-jack outfits
and do a tremendous job of
immediate response. Consider
the “Smoking Duck” fire; an
incredible ignition source that
was kept from spreading by
a rapidly deployed, dedicated
force, made up largely of
volunteers. Also the “Four
Corners Fire” that broke out
a couple of years ago in the
worst possible fire conditions
but was stopped in its tracks
with herculean efforts by State
crews, along with volunteers,

performing initial attack by
air and on the ground. Both of
these fires could have taken
out many homes or the entire
communities of Selma or
Takilma.

The other type of fire is
caused by what’s known as a
“Lightning Bust.” That’s when
many active thunderstorms
come through the mountains
and ignite multiple small
blazes. The emphasis here is
on small, because there is a
window of opportunity when
burning snags and ground
blazes of less than an acre
or two can be effectively
contained by a relatively small
number of experienced fire
fighters, who can get there
within a few hours, equipped
with only lightweight hand
tools. There was a time
between the early 1940s
and 1980s when the Forest
Service employed virtually
all fire suppression crews
locally, and, in the fortunate
case of the Illinois Valley,
Smoke Jumpers (the Delta
Force of lightning strikes)
were based right down the
highway. During this period
the Siskiyou National Forest
averaged about 800 acres
burned per year. Now the
average is 28,000 acres or, put
another way, smoke jumpers
and locally based suppression
crews cut the acres burned by
a whopping 95 percent!

So, what happened?
Basically, in the 1980s the
Forest Service “privatized”
fire fighting, using contract
companies who employed
their own workers. We
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were told that this was less
expensive for the government
since they didn’t have to
supervise, transport and
insure the crews. But, no
pun intended, this policy
completely backfired.

With centralization and
privatization, the emphasis
shifted from immediate
response to bigger and better
fires which cost more and
more money. Fifty-eight
percent of the Forest Service
budget is now spent on fire

Each year, an average of more
than 10,600 lightning-caused
fires are reported.*

On average, the Southwest
area reports the most lightning-
used fires each year,

and Acres Burned

More than 4 million
acres are burned each

fighting with precious little
left for anything else.

There were always
plenty of lightning busts
around here, we had one
almost every summer, but
the local teams knew the
territory; spotters in towers
pinpointed location and small
groups immediately took off
down familiar roads and got
to a strike within hours. This
writer was on those crews
and most of the time we were
home for dinner. The smoke
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jumpers specialized in really
inaccessible spots often felling
and mopping up a single
burning snag before the fire
could spread. The lightning
storms Southern Oregon
experienced on Sunday, July
15 this year were fairly typical
of those in the past, only now
the Forest Service did nothing
to suppress them several
days. These small fires were
allowed spread out of control,
swelling to thousands of acres
and producing the worst air
quality in the nation.

None of this had to
happen, and here is where
the arrogance comes in. Fire
Managers in Washington DC
and the Regional Offices,
have decided that the public
should come to expect this as
the new norm. They told us
that somehow fire is “good
for the forest” and we should
expect bigger and better fires.
This is complete baloney. Yes,
there was a time when ancient
old growth forests dominated
the land, when only a few
people inhabited the back
country. Fires burned slowly
and on the ground, say back a
hundred years ago. Today the
forests are largely even aged
second growth stands, with a
honeycomb of deteriorating
logging roads, brush covered
clear-cuts and landings that
burn explosively. The fires
of this July have already
taken out hundreds of acres
of tomorrow’s timber crop;
much of it planted forty years
ago by local crews who well
remember how much work
went into the reforestation

effort.

During fire season no
fires should be “allowed to
burn.” All fires need to be
aggressively suppressed by
local crews who know the
territory and who can be
available, fully equipped
for immediate dispatch. In
the past, these crews did
relevant work clearing brush
and “stacking sticks” while
standing by. They also knew
the road system and could
assist the jumpers if needed.
On this district alone many
hundreds of miles of roads
were constructed in the ‘60s
and ‘70s, at taxpayer expense
and now are sorely in need of
maintentance. On one of our
recent fires, a crew arriving
in the first critical hours, but
who were unfamiliar with the
district, simply went home
because they got lost. One
would think in this day and
age when home computers
can pin point lightning strikes
and GPS mapping systems
provide directions, they could
do better than that.

In conclusion, the
public should demand a rapid
response to lightning strikes
from the Forest Service. It
can be done and has been
done. Allowing little fires to
become huge conflagrations,
burning tens of thousands of
acres and threatening whole
subdivisions, is a terrible
danger to the environment, to
property and to public health.
It is a devastating blow to the
tourism business in Southern
Oregon and finally a huge
waste of taxpayer dollars.

PATROL ...

*A Houdini-wannabee was

Lamont Watkins, 43, was arrested

Roy, 47, was detained in JoCo Jail
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*Aspen Rose Branch, 25,
was taken into custody at 3:28
p.m. near S. Junction Avenue for a
misdemeanor warrant from JCSO.
Branch was charged with failure
to appear for trespass and cited to
appear Aug. 29.

*Bryce Phillip Smoker, 23,
was detained in JoCo Jail following
his arrest in the 100 block of
N. Redwood Hwy. at 4:39 p.m.
Smoker had two felony warrants
from JCSO, due to his failure to
appear for unauthorized use of a
vehicle and PCS-meth.

Thursday, August 16

told he was under arrest, so he ran
into a building in the 100 block of
S. Hussey Avenue at 9:07 a.m. He
refused to come to the door, so a
report was filed for third-degree
escape.

*Christopher Linn Williams,
34, was detained in JoCo Jail
following his arrest near Waldo
Road and Hwy. 199 at 10:46 a.m.
Williams had a felony warrant
from Oregon State Parole Board
for parole violation and felon in
possession of a weapon. Williams
was also charged with unlawful
possession of a firearm and felon
in possession of a firearm.

*JCSO apprehended a fugitive
at Kerby Mart at 11:55 p.m. Joseph

for two felony warrants from JoCo
and Oregon State Parole Board.
Watkins was charged with parole
violation, DUII, failure to appear
for felony and misdemeanor
elude, third-degree escape, and
misdemeanor DWS. Watkins was
detained in JoCo Jail.

*Michael Phillips was
detained following his arrest in
the 5500 block of Westside Road
at 1:59 p.m. Phillips was charged
with  DWS-felony,  probation
violation, and failure to register as
a sex offender.

*JCSO topped their winning
streak for the day with the arrest
of Christopher Roy near Hwy. 199
and Rockydale Road at 2:45 p.m.
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for probation detainer.
Friday, August 17

*A loon on the loose in the
300 block of Arrowhead Drive
was creating confusion with a 911-
only phone at 12:28 p.m. First, he
claimed a neighbor shot his dog,
then he stated that the neighbor
was coming over, started yelling
and cursing, and hung up. Deputies
received another call while they
were talking with residents of
the property. A search of the area
showed nothing suspicious, so the
theory is that a transient in the
area may be abusing his phone
privileges.

*Energetic folks in the
100 block of S. Sawyer Avenue

noise ordinance, after neighbors
complained of a generator running
until 12:30 at night.

*There was a disturbance in
the 100 block of N. Old Stage Road
at 1:14 p.m. A gal claimed that she
accidentally kicked the glasses off
a guy’s face while trying to keep
him from hitting her. He said all he
did was unplug her fan. The hot-
head went to her daughter’s house
to cool off.

Saturday, August 18

*A gal was picking blueberries
near Lakeshore Driveand Redwood
Hwy. at 5:38 p.m. She left her car
in gear, and it rolled off the road
into the ditch. Her dog was in the
truck, but it survived.
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The Center for Disease Control reported last week, on the same day
as the New Haven catastrophe, that the number of fatalities from drug
overdoses in 2017 was over 72,000, a whopping 9.5 percent increase from
2016, as noted by The Washington Post. The primary culprit is said to be the
synthetic opioid fentanyl and other similar drugs, but synthetic cannabinoids
have contributed a great deal to that unsavory figure as well. “(O)ver the
past few years, there’ve been multiple reports of clustered hospitalizations
from synthetic marijuana: over 100 overdoses in a Pennsylvania county
in 2017, nearly 200 cases spread through this past spring in Illinois, and
33 hospitalizations in Brooklyn, New York in 2016,” claimed Wetsman. It
should be noted that a great deal of K2- related medical incidents occur when
'a the drugs are laced with fentanyl, various opioids, heroin and other drugs.
This was originally thought to be the case in New Haven, but further analysis
points to the synthetic cannabinoids being pure.

With the epidemic of opioid and synthetic cannabinoids looming over
the entire nation, it is more important than ever to be careful about the
drugs, prescription or recreational, that you consume. Complete confidence
in the ingredients of any medication that you purchase is imperative, as it is
entirely possible to infuse dangerous synthetic drugs into any consumable
form, notably pill and liquid form.

It may be startling to learn that the New Haven incident occurred
because a man was “just handing (the drugs) out,” as reported by New Haven
Police Chief Anthony Campbell. If the victims had used more caution before
consuming drugs given to them by a mysterious source, the devastating
incident would have been mitigated.

If you ever find yourself having a violent reaction to a drug, go to
the emergency room immediately. In the case of synthetic cannabinoids,
getting treated can be difficult. This is because, as Wetsman explained, “The
chemical makeup of the synthetic cannabinoids on the market are constantly
shifting, which makes it harder for doctors to treat people who have negative
effects.” In that regard, you would do well to avoid contact with the toxic
substance completely.

One final fact to put the devastation of drug overdoses in perspective
comes from Julie Mazzlotta for Yahoo: “Overdose deaths are now higher
than the highest yearly death totals from H.I.V., car crashes or guns.” Ensure
that you do not follow in the footsteps of the 72,000 souls that lost their lives
to drugs last year.



