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i love 

shuffleboard!

SPORTSMAN TAVERN
• 2 Pool Tables & Shuffleboard •

• Friday Night Karaoke • 
• Saturday Night Pool Tournaments • 

• Bloody Mary Sundays 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. • 
• NFL Special Events •

Crawlies with Cri: by Christy Solo

This week’s crawlies, 

wait, what? The pictured 

birds look really odd. 

Good eye! They are 

all missing their tail 

feathers. The missing 

feathers aren’t a defect 

or an actual injury; 

though it’s probably an 

inconvenience.

Dropping body parts 

to flee predators is called 

“autotomy.” Some birds, 

like some lizards, can 

intentionally drop all 

their tail feathers if under 

attack by a predator. This 

behavior is called “fright 

molt” and serves the 

same purposes as a lizard 

dropping its tail. If the 

predator had hold of the 

tail, that’s all it will have 

hold of. If the predator 

hasn’t caught any part of 

the bird, the dropped tail 

feathers will hopefully 

distract and/or confuse it 

long enough for the bird 

to get away. Fright molt 

obviously worked for all 

of the birds in the photo. 

Birds don’t 

exclusively drop tail 

feathers in a fright molt. 

Pigeons, for example, will 

fright molt from any and 

every part of their bodies, 

though they generally 

keep their flight feathers. 

Pigeons are kind of the 

kings of fright molt. 

However, tail feathers are 

the feathers most likely to 

be dropped for a couple 

of reasons. First, birds 

are often attacked from 

behind, or are fleeing 

away from a predator, so 

the tail feathers are the 

most logical distracters. It 

gets even more complex 

than that though. In a 

2006 study by Anders, 

Pape Møller, Jan Tøttrup 

Nielsen and Johannes 

Erritzøe, it was verified 

that the tail feathers are 

more loosely set in the 

bird’s skin than feathers 

on other parts of the body. 

This makes them easier to 

release. 

How do birds release 

their feathers? Normally 

birds really want feathers 

to stay in, but in a fright 

molt they are able to 

spontaneously relax 

the muscles around the 

feathers and “poof”- the 

feathers drop out.

While most species 

of birds can, and do, use 

fright molt as an anti-

predator defense, certain 

types of birds are more 

likely to do so than others 

and have adapted those 

feathers to fall out more 

easily. Solitary birds and 

ground nesting birds tend 

to be much easier prey 

and it takes less force to 

pull out their tail feathers 

than those of birds like 

goldfinch which are 

generally in large flocks. 

Likewise, predatory birds 

have their tail feathers 

more firmly in their 

behinds. Nature is pretty 

amazing. 

Fright molt is not 

something a bird wants to 

do lightly! They are off 

balance until those tail 

feathers grow back, which 

takes three to four weeks. 

While they can still fly, 

the process is awkward 

as is landing (they use 

their tails like the flaps of 

airplane wings to create 

drag and slow down). They 

tend to be very cautious 

and often “floofed out” 

while adjusting to their 

temporarily tailless life.

Birds with fright molt.

Weather
Watch
Cave Junction

Thursday, Aug. 23 
Sunny

High --86 Low -- 56

Friday, Aug. 24
Sunny

High -- 81   Low -- 54

Saturday, Aug. 25
Sunny

High -- 82  Low -- 56

Sunday, Aug. 26
Sunny

High -- 80  Low -- 55

Monday, Aug.27 
Partyl Cloudy

High -- 75  Low -- 53 

Tuesday, Aug. 28
Mostly Cloudy

High -- 76  Low -- 54 

Wednesday, Aug 29 
Sunny

High -- 77  Low -- 55

August

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

High

95.5

88.3

89.5

93.3

93.9

93.0

92.2

Low

53.0
52.7
54.7
50.4
51.9
51.0
50.6

Aug. Rain: 00.0”

 YTD  Rain:  58.76”

Following are the high & low temperatures, 

and rainfall recorded at The End of the Road 

in O’Brien by Cheryl Johnson:


