Schmitt Brothers Mill
The Plaques of E Clampus Vitus--Humbug
Chapter No. 73
The eighth in a continuing series of articles
prepared by Bill Wensrich

b

“If you ain’t plaque’n, then you ain’t Clampin”

Locating the Schmitt Saw Mill resulted
in the eighth historical marker erected by
the Humbug Chapter of E Clampus Vitus.
Although Bill Haas was the Chapter Humbug
at the time, it was Mac McKellar who was
instrumental in the placement of this historical
marker. Located 15 miles east of Montague,
California on Ball Mountain Road, the
marker preserves the location and memory of
Siskiyou County’s lost lumber industry.

First erected in 1979, the Chapter had the
trail marker etched as “the site of Deter Mill.”
Discovering their error, Mac had the trail
marker replaced with the current historical
information. Jim Ragsdale, taken into the
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Order in 1980, remembers welding the new
trail marker plate onto to the railroad rail for
Mac.

Mining in Siskiyou County waned
by the turn of the 20th century leaving
few employment opportunities. Logging
grew as the economic mainstay of the area
replacing mining as its major industry.
Although Siskiyou County logging operations
commenced with the first settlers, the
advent of the tractor and other early 20th
century technologies made it much more
profitable and enabled the harvest of steep
and inaccessible terrain. At one time there
were 13 lumber mills in the 1940’s Yreka
area. Young folks today don’t remember the
tepee burners of old populating the Pacific
Northwest. By the ‘80s and ‘90s, some say
due to environmental concerns, logging began
its decline. By the turn of the 21st century
logging in Siskiyou County was pretty much a
thing of the past.
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TO day in Hi Story : by The Associated Press

Today is Wednesday, April
4, the 94th day of 2018. There are
271 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On April 4, 1968, civil rights
leader Martin Luther King Jr.,

inaugural, becoming the first U.S.
chief executive to die in office.
In 1859, “Dixie” was
performed publicly for the first
time by Bryant’s Minstrels at
Mechanics’ Hall in New York.
In 1864, President Abraham

was stabbed to death by Turner’s
teenage daughter, Cheryl Crane,
who said Stompanato had
attacked her mother.

In 1975, more than 130
people, most of them children,
were killed when a U.S. Air

collided with Heinz’s plane
over a schoolyard in Merion,
Pennsylvania.

Ten years ago: Texas
authorities started removing
the first of more than 400
girls from a compound built

39, was shot and killed while
standing on a balcony of the
Lorraine Motel in Memphis,
Tennessee; his slaying was
followed by a wave of rioting
(Washington, D.C., Baltimore
and Chicago were among cities
particularly hard hit). Suspected
gunman James Earl Ray later
pleaded guilty to assassinating
King, then spent the rest of his
life claiming he’d been the victim
of a setup.

On this date:

In 1818, Congress decided
the flag of the United States
would consist of 13 red and white
stripes and 20 stars, with a new
star to be added for every new
state of the Union.

In 1841, President William
Henry Harrison succumbed to
pneumonia one month after his

Lincoln, in a letter to Kentucky
newspaper editor Albert G.
Hodges, wrote: “I claim not

to have controlled events, but
confess plainly that events have
controlled me.”

In 1917, the U.S. Senate
voted 82-6 in favor of declaring
war against Germany (the House
followed suit two days later by a
vote of 373-50).

In 1933, the Navy airship
USS Akron crashed in severe
weather off the New Jersey coast
with the loss of 73 lives.

In 1949, 12 nations,
including the United States,
signed the North Atlantic Treaty
in Washington, D.C.

In 1958, Johnny
Stompanato, an enforcer for
crime boss Mickey Cohen and the
boyfriend of actress Lana Turner,
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Force transport plane evacuating
Vietnamese orphans crash-
landed shortly after takeoff from
Saigon. Microsoft was founded
by Bill Gates and Paul Allen in
Albuquerque, New Mexico.

In 1983, the space shuttle
Challenger roared into orbit
on its maiden voyage. (It was
destroyed in the disaster of
January 1986.)

In 1988, the Arizona Senate
convicted Gov. Evan Mecham
(MEE’-kuhm) of two charges of
official misconduct, and removed
him from office; Mecham was
the first U.S. governor to be
impeached and removed from
office in nearly six decades.

In 1991, Sen. John Heinz,
R-Pa., and six other people,
including two children, were
killed when a helicopter
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by a polygamist sect. Lisa
Montgomery was sentenced to
death in Kansas City, Missouri,
for killing Bobbie Jo Stinnett
(STIN’-net), a mother-to-be, and
cutting the surviving baby from
her womb. (Montgomery remains
on death row.) Pirates seized the
French luxury yacht Le Ponant
and its 30 crew members off the
coast of Somalia. (The crew was
released a week later; six alleged
pirates ended up being captured.)
Beyonce and Jay-Z were married
during a private ceremony in
New York.

Five years ago: Connecticut
Gov. Dannel P. Malloy signed
into law sweeping new
restrictions on weapons and large
capacity ammunition magazines
similar to the ones used by the
young man who gunned down 20
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children and six educators in the
Sandy Hook Elementary School
massacre. At least 72 people
were killed in the collapse of an
eight-story residential building
being constructed illegally near
Mumbai, India’s financial capital.
Pulitzer Prize-winning film
reviewer Roger Ebert, 70, died in
Chicago.

One year ago: A chemical
attack on an opposition-held
town in northern Syria left
about 100 people dead; a joint
investigation team made up of the
Organization for the Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons and U.N.
experts concluded that the Syrian
government was responsible.

A federal appeals court ruled

for the first time that the 1964
Civil Rights Act protected LGBT
employees from workplace
discrimination; the 8-3 decision
by the full 7th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals in Chicago concerned
the case of an Indiana teacher
who charged that she wasn’t
hired full-time because she was a
lesbian.
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