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FIRST THREE SUNDAYS OF THE MONTH: 8 AM - 12 PM

Winding Trails: by Al Hobart

Thursday, Feb. 1, 1968
Illinois Valley News

Moonlight Ski 
the Castle

If the man with the 
butterfly net had been lurking 
on a recent night at the crest 
of thedivide where Buck 
Prairie Road makes contact 
with Dead Indian ditto he 
would, without doubt, have 
pounced with a whoop of glee 
on the small congregation 
of Nordic Clubbers gathered 
there.

At our last club meeting 
we resolved that when the 
moon was full we would 
forgather at the location 
mentioned and do a moonlight 
ski tour over the 7-mile route 
that takes off at this point, 
follows the Buck Prairie Road 
through to its junction with 
the Howard Prairie Road, a 
few miles from Hyatt Lake, 

in the country somewhere 
between Ashland and Klamath 
Falls.

As we well remembered 
from our experience on the 
same trail last April, the route 
is a nighttime paradise for ski-
touring–in the moonlight. At 
that time the bright full moon 
shone down from a cloudless 
sky, lighting up the country 
and making our route almost 
as bright as day.

This time also the 
moon wasbright and full–
somewhere above the solid 
cloud cover that hid it from 
our view. At times the wind 
blew with minigale force, 
sometimes giving us a boost, 
at other times blasting at us 
head-on. And while we were 
taking our skis off the car-top 
racks preparatory to waxing 
up for our tour, it started to 
– of all things–rain!

 But it takes more than 
a downpour, a hurricane and 
a delinquent moon to dampen 

the enthusiasm of a group of 
tour-bent Nordic Ski Club 
members. We just snuggled up 
into our parkas and went right 
on with the business at hand 
– and right then the man with 
the B.F.N. would have gone 
into action.

Above the scudding 
overcast the moon that night 
must have been fearfully 
bright, because in spite of 
the clouds we were able to 
see the white trail ahead 
fairly well. The distant view 
that so thrilled us last year 
was mostly hidden now, but 
the nearer scenes held that 
fairyland quality for us, and 
it was plainly evident that 
everyone was enjoying our 
moonlost tour to the full.

When now and then 
a sailing skier would 
unexpectedly plow into a 
bump or sharp depression 
in the half-light and take a 
slushy spill in the wet snow, 
we could hear a throaty 

chuckle somewhere up there 
above the clouds and knew 
that the man in the moon was 
getting a big kick out of the 
trick he’d played on us. But 
the joke was really on him 
because the shadowy, slightly 
more difficult conditions 
encountered on the tour 
made the trip all the more 
challenging. Such an out-of-
the-ordinary experience often 
adds to the over-all value of 
the program by contributing 
a bit of exotic and delightful 
seasoning to our memory 
mulligan.

A dozen of us made the 
nighttime ski tour, including 
several women and one 
budding ski champ, 7-year-old 
Billy Pruitt, whose dad was 
skipper of the tour. Meanwhile 
others of the group moved 
our transportation around to 
the Howard Prairie end of the 
run, from where we were later 
taken several miles farther 
along the Hyatt Lake Road 

to add the finishing touch 
to our thrilling adventure in 
the Castle of Howard Prairie 
Wood.

The Castle is a fantastic 
private log lodge, whose great 
living room was designed for 
the restful, cheerful comfort 
of a sizeable group of guests. 
The walls are decorated 
with animal trophies; and 
appropriate furnishings, 
including an abundance of 
comfortable furniture, making 
this forest lodge a night ski 
party’s dream.

Several logs were 
crackling cheerily in the 
fireplace when we came 
trooping in. This massive 
marvel of stonework, the huge 
chimney with its out-sized 
fireplace that could quite 
comfortably accommodate a 
Volkswagen, garnished with 
half a dozen Hondas, almost 
rounds out the picture of a 
near-perfect spot for an apre-
ski rendezvous.

But that was not all by 
any means. The ultra-climax 
of the event took place in a 
well-equipped little room 
adjoining the parlor–the 
kitchen. There, bubbling 
merrily away on the gas 
range, were two big kettles 
of chili. After a lengthy ski 
tour there is nothing quite 
like a few generous helpings 
of hot chili, crackers, cake, 
hot coffee, and chocolate to 
make you feel that this must 
be what the man in the song 
hoped to find at the end of the 
rainbow.

And when I reached 
home at 3 o’clock next 
morning I felt the way 
Winkum, Blinkum, and Nod 
must have felt when they 
returned from their adventure 
in the wooden shoe–happy, 
sleepy, and with the feeling 
that I’d just enjoyed an 
experience worth more than 
the rainbow’s pot of gold.

Fill Dirt
Rock Deliveries
Crushed Shale

Greenhouse Pads
Building Sites
Utility Work

Excavation
Cat Rental

Backhoe Rental
Dump Trucks

Road Construction
Demolition Work

CALL 

541-479-2424

NOW!
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Senior SPoTLiGHT

FRIDAY – FEB. 2
SPAgHETTI W/ MEAT 

SAUCE

MONDAY – FEB. 5

COUNTRy fRIED STEAk 

W/ gRAVy

WEDNESDAY- FEB. 7
MACARONI & CHEESE

Food & Friends Menu

FREE ADS
If you are a senior and 

want to place a FREE AD 
for a living or health care 
need call Laura Mancuso 
541-592-2541 or email 
laura@illinois-valley-

news.com.

SPonSoreD BY i.V. Wellness resources 541-592-9781 

CHAIR FITNESS
 FREE  at Healthy U, 

Tues/Thurs from 1 - 1:45 
p.m. 535 E. River St., 

Cave Junction Call 541-
592-4888 or visit www.

healthyucenter.org.
Sponsored by

I.V. Wellness Resources 

Call 541-955-8839 
to volunteer or if you 

need meals.

DISASTER REGISTRY
If you need special help in an 

emergency please register online 

at www.rvcog.org or call Senior 

& Disability Services at 541-664-

6674 for more information.  

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES
**Senior Companions

**Caring Callers
Please call I.V. Wellness Resources, program 

coordinator Laura Mancuso for more information at 
541-592-9781.

WELLNESS CHECKS
If you know a senior that 
you are worried about and 
feel they need a wellness 
check. Please call Laura

at I.V. Wellness Resources
at 541-592-9781.

‘Talk about Dying’ 
Oregon Humanities is present-

ing a community coversation called 
“Talk about Dying” Feb. 3, 2018 at 
10 a.m. at the Illinois Valley Fam-
ily Coalition, 535 E. River Street, 
Cave Junction. 

Some of the questions asked 
will be: What do we think about 
when we think of dying? When we 
think about our own dying, what 
do we want most? 

This Conversation Project 
program provides an opportunity 
for participants to reflect on what 
stories and influences shape their 
thinking about death and dying and 
to hear perspectives and ideas from 
fellow community members.

This event is sponsored by the 
Illinois Valley Family Coalition 

and Clear Creek Family Practice.
Refreshment will be provided.
You can contact I.V. Wellness 

Resources at 541-592-9781 or 
www.ivwellnessresources@gmail.
com and please like our Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/ivwell-
nessresources..

SPAY AND NEUTER

FUND

Josephine County

www.jocospayneuter.org

541-244-0685

Help for cats & dogs!

Lil Green Taxi
541-415-0535
Daytime only

$1 mile
Licencend & Insured

Background check 
completeted. Check

Facebook@lilgreentaxi

SENIOR ExPO
Mark your calendar now for the 

Senior Expo to be held Saturday, 

March 10 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at 

the I.V. Senior Center, 

520 E. River St. 

Come hear presentations, visit 

booths, partipate in health 

screenings/demos and eat a 

yummy bowl of soup! 


