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Drivers wanted and free tax prep offered

. . ) . The Josephine County been providing free tax preparation to 541-956-4450
At the meeting, Main and Main representative Dan Dover e . . . . ) o

. . R Relay for Life is actively recruiting the community. Services Include: Tax Site:
said that the owner of the Junction Inn is willing to sell them ) .
the rest of the property, though a deal has yet to be struck, and volunteer drivers. ' . » State & Federal tax ﬁllng, UCAN-RSVP ofﬁce
that Main and Main is willing to build a new multistory hotel Are you seeking fulfilling ways * Earned Income Tax Credit 125 N.E. Manzanita Ave. (corner
where the Junction Inn is currently located. Dover also said to fill your retirement days? One way  (EITC) of 7th and Manzanita) Grants Pass.
that he knows of a party interested in the location but for now could be as simple as giving someone * Child Tax Credits (ETC) Walk-in scheduling starts Jan.
could not say what company they represent’. The statement was a ride. For many cancer patients, All Services include FREE 18.
madle n dtllrleitbcq{l(;.radlct1onlgftthe I}Y ?1130 S ?Eiugy’ with f]‘)ot\ller getting to and from the doctor’s electronic filing. GP clients can visit the following
IMpyIns that bUL NG a Mustory Rotel Would have periectly office or hospital for treatment is The AARP Tax Aide program website to make appointments:

viable return on their investment.

Despite an attempt, Dover could not be reached for
further comment regarding the construction of the Grocery
Outlet or hotel.

“I’ll believe it when I see it,” Dalegowski said, intrigued
by the proposition of a new hotel though reserving his
excitement for when he sees permits being filed.

On the other hand, Kate Dwyer, the [IVCDO’s community
development coordinator, expressed outright hostility toward
the investor because of their lack of interest in speaking with
the IVCDO. “I would be very displeased if Main and Main
were the developer for the hotel, given the way that they stood
up there in front of people in public and told me they don’t care
for one second what our community wants.”

In an attempt to indirectly engage with Main and Main,
who’s entirely unresponsive to the [VCDO, Dwyer has opened
talks with Grocery Outlet via a list of requests that would put
them in compliance with the IVCDO’s Strategic Plan. Among
the requests is to have the building and signage constructed in
the style of the area, use local plants that support pollinators
and don’t require a great deal of water as well as come up with
a creative solution to the property’s stormwater runoff problem.
Dwyer noted that Grocery Outlet has complied with Oregon
community requests in the past, specifically listing their La
Pine location as an example.

“They’re willing to indicate to Main and Main that
they want the site developed in ways that will support their
relationship with the community,” Dwyer concluded.

one of their toughest challenges.

The American Cancer Society needs
volunteer drivers to help provide
transportation for people in your
community. By volunteering just

a few hours a month, you can help
carry patients one step further on the
road to recovery. Help save a life
while fulfilling yours. To learn more,
call your American Cancer Society at
800-227-2345.

serves low income, seniors, disabled
and most families throughout
Josephine County, utilizing senior
volunteers who have been trained

in IRS requirements, providing
excellence in customer service.

www.joco-freetaxes.com

Illinois Valley residents call:
541-592-6139

Tax site:

L.V. Family Coalition

535 E. River St.

Grants Pass residents call: Cave Junction

RSVP Message line:

T.t

Tax Preparation through
AARP Tax Aide in Partnership
with RSVP (Retired Senior Volunteer
Program and Sponsored by United
Community Action Network (UCAN)

For over 40 years, February
through April 15, the partnership of
AARP Tax Aide & UCAN/RSVP has
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compliance,” Schmelzer said, “but if we ones. “In one year, current staff opened
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However, because of the holidays,
the planning department has thus far not
been able to inspect more than a handful

get no cooperation, we then have to start
with the more aggressive letters.” Finally,
she added, if the aggressive warnings do
not result in compliance then legal action
is taken against the offender. Historically,
Schmelzer said, most people come into

almost as many cases as we did in 20
years; and closed almost as many as we
did in 20 years. We’re excited to see the
progress we can make by adding another
staff person.” (Schmelzer stated that in
two years, they opened cases on 354

compliance once they know a formal

complaint has been filed against them.
On the topic of Josephine County

being severely backlogged with open

complaints, with one even dating back

to 1996, Schmelzer stressed that all

violations are being pursued, not just new

properties.)

For now, only properties which have
had a formal complaint levied against them
are being pursued but Schmelzer says her
department is waiting for direction from
the board of county commissioners on how
or if they are to proceed via other methods.

of notified properties. Schmelzer added
that the code enforcement administrators
are starting their campaign with property
owners who have contacted the planning
department and claimed that they’ve
rectified their violation.
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