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“This was an historical
event for the IVFD,” Latva
said. “We were the only
Josephine County resource to
go and this was the first time
Oregon deployed structural
strike teams to California
in an official capacity.

We worked with Medford
District’s 3 and 5 and the
Medford Fire Department.”

As the only volunteer
firefighters included in
the strike team, Latva is
very proud of the IVFD’s
performance.

“I give a lot of credit
to our organization, that
we’re trained up and able to
perform to the same level
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w’l' ;

L - Professional fiddler Kelly Thibodeaux (left)

‘]ESI‘ i encourages fourth-grader River White with

his guitar during the fourth grade recital at

Evergreen Elementary School Friday, Oct. 20.
Thibodeaux was at Evergreen Oct. 16 through
Oct. 20 teaching the third and fourth-graders
using his own collection of fiddles. He travels

the state with his fiddles to teach at elementary and standard as the other
We helped her connect schools as part of the Artists in Residence much larger organizations,”
So she can help you - Program. Latva said. “Those crews

from Medford are top-notch
professionals and it’s pretty
cool that volunteer firefighters
from such a small town like
ours are competitive. This is
really great for our reputation
outside the district, for others
to see that we brought our
type-one fire engine and we
fit right in.”

The Jackson/JoCo Strike
Team spent about a week
in California and worked
24 hour shifts - primarily
in the Lake Berryessa area
- before rotating back to the
Napa County Fairgrounds to
recover for 24 hours. “We did
a lot of structural protection

Siskiyou Field Institute (SFI) board president and attacked some hot spots,”
Dr. Kathy Mechling (right) cuts the ribbon to said Latva, who has served
celebrate the new solar panel system that will with the IVFD for four years.

make SFI energy independent Oct. 23. Oregon "It was a very interesting

h . event,” he added. “This was
Solarworks owner Kripal Khalsa and his the first time we got to work

daughter, Emma also participated. with Cal Fire and that’s a
very big organization with a
lot of resources. Also, being
part of a strike team, you get
A to see how these big teams of
paid professionals approach
situations and you build some
friendships. And being part of

I 1 a team with very competent
One meetlng Wlth people that are easy to get
. along with - they help us grow
M e d I Ca re a n Swe rs . considerably, and that’s pretty
cool t0o.”
h Latva also said the fire
O n e ye a r W I t “was a very different type of
= fire” than what the IVFD is
p e a Ce Of m I n d . used to confronting, because it
was so fast moving.
“My heart goes out to

Karen Bodeving’s CPAfik
needed to connect g
remote employeesto;
herlocal business. =

S e
(Photo courtesy of Mark Flynn for the ///inois Valley News)
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G ra nts Pa SS these people, th?:y gpt hit
AllCare Health Office, Community Room A ;nggigfﬁiﬁ t‘zlﬂot;l;;
1701 NE 7th Street he said. “But they’re really
_ EEEEEEEEESSSS—— resilient down there. In some
Thursday 11/02/17 10 a.m. to noon of the rural areas, they had
. ... . s their own bulldozers out there
Thursday 11/16/17 2to 4 p.m. cutting their own fire lines.
They were very pro-active.
M e d f 0 rd Thgy w'erfn’t going to just sit
Medford Library, Large Room " W;ﬁz IVED deployed
205 S Central Avenue three times this year as part of
- ees— 00000 a strike team or a task force,
Thursday  10/26/17 2to 4 p.m. also sending resources to
— fight the Chetco Bar Fire and
Thursday  11/09/17 10 a.m. to noon the Cascade Locks Fire near
Wednesday 11/29/17 2to 4 p.m. Portland.

“This is all new, being
part of these strike forces.
But I anticipate we may see
more of this in the future,”
Latva said. “And we showed
that we can deploy on short
notice - we were on the road
about 14 hours after the initial
request.”

In addition to the
strike teams from JoCo,
Jackson and Marion counties,
Oregon county fire defense
board chiefs activated eight
additional strike teams
from Multnomah County,

AllCare Health invites you to a presentation and Q&A on your Medicare options. There are important choices to be made and

distinctions to understand. As a community of neighbors and providers, we want you informed, empowered and, above all, Washington County, Lane
cared for. To register call (888) 460-0185, TTY (800) 735-2900 or register online at eventconnectnow.com/allcareadvantage. County, Clatsop County,
Changing healthcare to work for you. Yamhill County, Umatilla/

Union counties, Linn/Benton
counties and Klamath/

Grants Pass | 1701 NE 7th Street, Grants Pass, OR 97526 | Tel (541) 471-4106 ,’. Deschutes counties.
- B “Oregon fire agencies
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have stepped up to the plate
Phones are answered 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., seven days a week. | | h | h - to help our neighbors to the
AllCareHealth.com/Advantage a Ca I’e ea t south,” Ruiz-Temple said.
“California helped us with the
fires in Southern Oregon this
year and I am proud that we
can return the favor in their
time of need.”

AllCare Advantage is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in AllCare Advantage depends on contract renewal. Calls are
answered seven (7) days a week 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., Pacific Time. Office hours are Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Pacific Time. A sales
person will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings call
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