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Due to changes in state law with House 

Bill 2198 and Senate Bill 1057, growers will 

be required to notify the OLCC and Oregon 

Health Authority (OHA) if they will remain 

with OMMP or will be transitioning to 

OLCC by Dec. 1. Should regulation follow 

through in Josephine County, transferring 

to the OLCC will not be an option on RR 

land. Because of further changes, medical 

operations that wish to stay with the OMMP 

can cultivate no more than 12 plants or for 

more than two patients, much less than what 

they’ve been able to grow in the past.

According to Julie Schmelzer, 

Josephine County community development 

director, growers will likely have a good 

idea whether or not their operation will be 

prohibited at the county level by the end 

of December and therefore should know 

whether or not to invest in another growing 

season. Should a grower fail to notify the 

OHA and the OLCC of their intentions for 

the season it will result in their OMMP 

registration not being renewed.

The next step for this order is that it 

has to go through a planning commission 

hearing where it will be accepted as written, 

with amendments or rejected entirely. The 

hearing is scheduled to be Aug. 28 at 6 p.m. 

at the Anne Basker Auditorium in Grants 

Pass.

 “This is going to be a messy process,” 

County Commissioner Simon Hare said, 

“Everybody should have known when 

91 passed that we weren’t going to get it 

right first out of the gate.” Hare added that 

Josephine County doesn’t have much of an 

example to follow in other counties because 

he is unaware of any other county in Oregon 

that has to deal with cannabis production 

in RR areas to the extent that it’s going on 

here.

At this time, there has been no 

discussion as to whether existing operations 

on RR properties will be grandfathered.

“All we’re doing today is initiating the 

process,” Hare said, “That’s it. It doesn’t 

mean it is actually even going to happen.”

In total, only about 46 percent of 

eligible voters took part in the special 

election ballot that sparked the drafting of 

2017-034. According to Peter Gendron, 

president of the Oregon Sun Grower’s 

Guild, half of that number, live in Grants 

Pass and in his mind should have little to no 

influence over what happens in RR zones all 

over the county.

The Cave Junction Farmers’ Market 

Board of Directors expressed in a press 

release to the Illinois Valley News their 

collective disapproval of the order and held 

that it will cause immense economic harm 

to the area without any substantial benefit. 

“This order will put many businesses at risk 

to lose their entire investments they and 

their investors had every reason to believe 

were safe.”
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According to a release from the Oregon State Police 

(OSP), Cave Junction resident Eric Atcher, 55, was found dead 

in his backyard the evening of Aug. 2, with a wound on the 

inside of his upper left arm. Upon investigation it was found his 

wife, Valerie Atcher stabbed her husband with a knife because 

he was calling her names.

Atcher has been charged with first-degree manslaughter. 

Police say woman 
killed husband 
for name calling

What do you get when 

you mix together a roasting 

pig, intoxication, a peeping 

tomboy, timber rustling and a 

heavy breather? The answer: 

this week’s Police Blotter 

Archive Zone.  The Date: 

August 12, 1992. Location: 

Cave Junction and the Illinois 

Valley.

Friday, July 31
*A man in Grants Pass 

was cooking a pig outside 

and was doing so safely, even 

though someone reported open 

flame from a barbeque pit.

Saturday, Aug. 1
*At 7:09 p.m. a very 

intoxicated woman phoned 

from a CJ bar, asking that a 

deputy stand by while she 

obtained food for her and her 

child. 

Sunday, Aug. 2
*At 46 past midnight 

a man phoned and said he 

wanted to commit suicide. 

A deputy went to the phone 

booth, found the caller had a 

cut finger and took him home.

Monday, Aug. 3
*There was some 

situation on South Old Stage 

Road involving a man with 

heavy breathing and a phone 

number that used to be his 

father’s. *Outside a CJ service 

station at 7:58 a.m. a man was 

“raising Cain.” He was advised 

about criminal trespass and 

told to never return. *Possible 

timber rustling was reported on 

Caves Highway. 

Tuesday, Aug. 4
*A man with a crossbow 

on a bicycle wasn’t aiming at 

people, it was found after a 

complaint that he was. *A girl 

was watching a boy undress, 

according to an anonymous 

woman. The address couldn’t 

be located. *Someone dialed 

911 because neighbors 

wouldn’t turn off their water.

Friday, Aug. 7
*After a report that a 

blue aircraft nearly struck their 

house on Smith Sawyer Road 

the craft was located at I.V. 

Airport.

Sunday, Aug. 9
*After a man’s car broke 

down, he was concerned 

because someone was 

following him and his friends. 

It turned out to be the tow 

truck driver, who needed some 

information. *On Millie Street 

a complainant said a man often 

screams and hits his wife and 

children.

The Archive Zone: by Hillary Mohr from the Illinois Valley News archives 


