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Education
I'VHS students set to represent the Valley

(Courtesy photo for the /llinois Valley News)

Ari Dwyer, (left) Jenny Park, Owen Dwyer, Raymon Sutherlin and Quinn Dietz

The 34th Annual
Academic Masters Final
Competition will be held
April 28 at North Valley
High School. Starting
at 6:30 p.m., 20 students
from the four Josephine
County public high schools
(Grants Pass High School,
North Valley High School,
Hidden Valley High
School, and Illinois Valley
High School) will compete
for cash prizes in one of
five areas: english, math,
music, science, or social
studies. $14,500 in prize
money will be split among
the top four individuals
and the top scoring team.
The public is encouraged
to attend and support our
academically excelling
students at this very special
event.
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In 1984, a group of
Grants Pass businesses
joined together to
recognize and honor local
students for academic
excellence through a
county-wide competition.
For over 30 years,
thousands of students from
the four high schools in
Josephine County have
competed for the honor of
representing their schools
in the grand Academic
Masters Competition each
spring. The Academic
Masters Competition is a
proud tradition unique to
Josephine County, giving
us an opportunity to show
the value we place on
academics. Spread the
word about something
very special that Josephine
County is doing right!

Merrill seeks to change the community through its youth

Jason McMillen
1IVN Contributing Writer

Gene Merrill, the college and career
counselor for the Illinois Valley High School

to what kind of job or college opportunities
are out there as well as what to expect in the
pursuit of them and how to make it financially
possible. “The focus is really on year 13 and
preparing the students for that 13th year in real
life,” Merrill said, summarizing his ultimate

cases, Merrill makes sure to give the students
as much information as he can regarding other
types of education like trade schools and
certification programs.

In addition to one-on-one counseling,
Merrill also coordinates as many career

electrical work whose industry, according to
the International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers, has 800 unfilled positions in Oregon.
Students were also given the chance to attend
an event about farming and take a tour of
South Oregon University. “I think right

(IVHS), has been diligently working toward

a better future for the young adults of the
community. Tanner Smith, the new principal
of IVHS, fully supports Merrill’s efforts to
both bring the program to life and to maximize
its potential. “This is his first year of being
principal and my first year with college and
careers and so we’ve had a lot of learning to
do,” Merrill admitted.

One of the tactics Merrill utilizes is to
meet up with every senior one-on-one and
discuss what they’re interested in. From there,
Merrill gives them a host of information as

now every student in the school has, since

the beginning of the year, spent an average
of 12 hours in some sort of a career related
experience,” Merrill said.

“If we change the youth as they’re
going into the community we can change the
community,” Merrill said before continuing,
“Look at all the problems that happen, mostly
the late teens, early 20s; all the theft ...
so much of that is just young kids that are
hopeless.”

oriented field trips as he can. “We have, on
average, three to four events a month that
we’re taking students out of the classroom and
into the real world,” Merrill said. In May, so
far, interested students will be able to attend
a lecture regarding social work and the entire
freshmen class will take a tour of the Table
Rock Rogue Community College campus.
This particular location offers a wide range of
vocational training and medical certifications.
This month, students attended a lecture
on employment opportunities regarding

objective.

Merrill made a point to express that his
program doesn’t just focus on people going
to college like many programs have done
in the past. “We don’t just say ‘We’re going
to show you guys colleges and universities
and if there’s something else out there you
need to figure it out.”” Merrill pointed out
that stepping into a college right away, or at
all, might not be realistic for many students
because it will likely cause crippling debt with
questionable returns. However, and in these
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METAL RECYCLING
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CERTIFIED SCALES

29910 REDWOOD HwyYy
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ONE CALL
DOES IT ALL,

TOO SMALL!

CCB #189031

541-218-5555

EXCAVATION, CLEARING,
KITCHEN AND BATHROOM
REMODELING, ROOFING,
GREENHOUSES,
FENCING, ELECTRICAL,
PAINTING...
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Give-Away!
Saturday May 6
9 a.m. to S p.m.

Takilma Bible Church
10343 Takilma Rd.

Wheat
Montana Farms

Hot Dog Buns
& Steak Rolls en

52997

Reg. $3.99

Beeler’s

~_1/4 Hams

Y No nitrates or nitrites.

An all natural ham.
. Great sliced or diced.

Reg. $7.79 Ib.

Deli SPECIAL!

Asstd. Gluten Free
Alternative Baking
Cookie Company

Reg.
$1.99 ea.

Asstd.

Asstd. Gluten Free
Glutino Breakfast Bars

glutino"\* =

GLUTEN FRI

Sweet

nions

Asstd. Mary’s Gone Crackers

Superseed
Crackers

Super Se6d &

$ 7 9 Reg.

ca.  $2.69

Asstd. 6 Packs

Blue Sky
Soda

2%

Reg. $4.39

Pork Rinds ../ 7
& Crackling (5]

$2 5e? 439

Epic

3

. Your choice of
vegetables, cheese & $ 2 9
£° condiments. With side ea

salad or chips. Reg. $6.99

$2 (2? Reg. $2.99

Asstd. paleo free

Happy Day
Mousses

Garden Burger QLI [om o,

Breakfast

Muffin Req. $2.69 ea.

English muffin, one egg & your choice of v
meat, cheese & condiments. o

Salad Case
g &4 Tuna Salad
qé' Vegonaise, dill weed, $5 ?71,9

celery, onion, dill
relish. Reg. $5.99

49

Breakfast

Beeler’s
Thick Cut Bacon .................

No nitrates or nitrites.

Fiorucci Uncured Pepperoni $ 559

Panino With Mozzarella

2 w " Wheat

Montana Farms

Hamburger
Buns et

Niman Fearless Dogs ........
An uncured hot dog.

Reg. $4.89 pkg.

99
pkg.
Reg. $6.49 pkg.

Frozen

Straus Ice Cream. ................

Reg. $5.89 ea.

Kim & Scott’s
Gourmet Pretzels .............

Reg. $9.59 ea.

Produce

Heirloom Tomatoes .......... $ 3 69
Ib

Reg. $4.29 Ib.

......... 29

Ib.

Brussel Sprouts ................

Rico Star Grapefruit...........

Reg. $1.59 Ib.

Cheese

pkg.
Reg. $6.19 pkg.

Montchvre Asstd. 4 oz.
Goat Cheese

Lisanatti Foods Asstd.
Almod Cheese
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WE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL FARMS! |

We Accept Oregon Trail Cards e Prices effective Weds., 04/26/17 - Tues., 05/09/17 Ad Specials - While Supplies Last.
1201 Redwood Ave. ® 541-471-2700 ¢ Open Mon. - Sat. 8 am - 8 pm ¢ Sun. 10 am - 6 pm




