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This also works with
a stack of old lumber:
crisscross the boards in
layers making sure there is
an inch or two of air space
between each board. Pile
small brush on top and
light it. Old boards can
be the worst for smoky
smoldering, but your pile
will burn quick and clean.

Now comes the final
requirement for a clean,
safe burn that makes
biochar for your garden:
you need water. Have a
hose on hand, and when
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It’s no wonder things have changed in Wonder

Jason McMillen
1IVN Contributing Writer

The Wonder General Store on
Redwood Hwy. recently came under
new management as of Jan. 28. Nik
Baker, a seasoned small-business
owner with around 30 years of
experience, mostly from his auto
body shop in Kerby, is confident
that the business will continue to
thrive under his ownership. The
previous owners spent an entire
month training Baker and his wife
Susette because it was their first
experience running a grocery. It

have been in big trouble,” Baker
concluded, “They were really at
good teaching us.”

The previous owners decided
to sell the store to retire and then
Baker, who has had back problems
that ultimately forced him to quit
the auto body business, jumped at
the chance to buy the store for his
wife who will be running the day-
to-day operations. “My back went
to hell after about three surgeries,”
Baker said, laughing for a moment
before continuing, “I’ll be doing the
repairs and helping her if she needs
it.”

Not content to just leave the

renovating the building. “We went
and painted the store and we’re
doing all kinds of improvements
and all the locals are high-fiving
us,” Baker said, proud to be
exciting the community. In addition
to cleaning up the place and
renovating where necessary, he
also plans to physically add onto
the building so that he can include
and sell hardware supplies. This
addition is planned to start within
the next few weeks and will become
the first and only hardware store in
Wonder.

“I don’t want to leave the
Valley. I like the Valley. Got all
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bought a business here as opposed
to anywhere else. In total, he has
been living in the Illinois Valley for
22 years and the vast majority of his
family resides here as well. When
asked about why the Illinois Valley
was where he planted his roots all
those years ago he simply replied
that, “It’s real friendly.”

In the future, the husband and
wife team may decide to open a
second location but for the moment
they are taking things “one step at
atime.”

The Wonder General Store and
Sandwich Shop is located at 11465
Redwood Hwy. and you can call

resulted in a decidedly smooth
transition.
“Without that we would

your pile collapses to a
mound of glowing coals,
spray it with water. Spread
the charcoal out thin to
cool and keep spraying
with water till it’s cold.
Wait a day and then gather
up the charcoal and put it
in your compost pile. The
carbon that would have
gone up in smoke will go
back into the soil instead
where it can do the most
good.

Make sure
you get your burn
permit and follow the
Oregon Department of
Environmental Quality
open burning rules. Your
burn will not only be
cleaner and safer, it will
also get done much more
quickly and save you time.

Wilson Biochar
Associates and the
Umpqua Biochar
Education Team will
be demonstrating this
biochar burning method
at the Southern Oregon
Firewise Expo at Jackson
County Fire District 3
headquarters in White
City May 12-13. We
hope to see you there.
You can also find more
information about biochar ,
and clean burning at the 0 Cirionin
UBET website: www. \“"r’
ubet.blogspot.com and 8 _#
at my website at: www.
wilsonbiochar.com.

store “as is” Baker has several them at 541-476-5954.

projects all focused toward

my kids here—my grand babies,”
Baker said, when asked why he

(Photo by Laura Mancuso, //linois Valley News)

Susette (left) and Nik Baker behind the counter greeting and helping a customer in the newly renovated Wonder General Store
Saturday, April 1.

H&R Block

Now Open for
Recreational Sales

240 N REDWOOD HWY #226
CAVE JUNCTION, OR 97523

541-592-4367
PA PA Ilc

roviding All Patients

Business Services

= Bookkeeping
= Payroll
= Tax Preparation
= Advice
H&R Hock Businesa Sexvices can help
your business go farther.
Contact your locsl H&R Hlock affice for
more information.
H&R Block
210 W. Lister St.
Cave Junction
592-3667
Ted Crocker, LTC

Bob Litak, LTC
Licensed Tax Consultants B14914

. H&R BLOCK business services
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City of Cave Junction Drinking Water

Consumer Confidence Reports (CCRS)
2016

CCRs provide information about the quality of the water you receive and are written in compliance
with standards set by State & Federal Drinking Water Regulations.

The City of Cave Junction is a blended source water system consisting of the Illinois River (Entry
Point A) and the Daisy Hill Well (Entry Point B). The main source of drinking water is the Illinois
River. This river travels through a 232 square mile water shed including the East Fork Illinois River,
Sucker Creek and Althouse Creek watersheds. Source water assessment results are available online.

The staff working in the water plant take pride in producing the absolute best water possible. Any
opportunity to better serve the citizens of Cave Junction is appreciated and we hope this information is
found valuable.

ccess

‘Water Production for 2016

Annual Water Right Allowance:

Surface Water: 3cfs or 707.668 MG (Million Gallons)
Ground Water: 0.6¢cfs or 141.534 MG

Actual Production:
Water Treatment Plant:
Daisy Hill Well:

31.463 MG
39.937 MG

{ 4% of total allowance)
(28% of total allowance)

Water Quality Results

Monthly testing on our distribution system is conducted for microbiologicals and weekly testing is
completed for water quality. Drinking water, including bottled water may reasonably be expected to
contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily
indicate that water poses a health risk, however, some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants

PAVING, INC.
FREE ESTIMATES AND TECHNICAL ADVICE
SERVING SOUTHERN OREGON SINCE 1965

in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons undergo- =

ing chemotherapy or those with HIV/AIDS disorders, persons who have undergone organ transplants, Bla‘:k Top Chlp seal

or some elderly and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. Excavating J a M o s e r Seal Coa til‘lg

The City of Cave Junction has received a Bin 1 classification. This is based on the source water y

monitoring results generated during the test period ending September 2009. The annual mean E. colr cat & Backhoe Dust control

concentration of these data was 28.8 E. Colr 100/mL, which does not exceed the 50 E. Coli/ 100 mL E. [ ] |

coli trigger for a flowing stream source. utility wOrk Drainage Repair

More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA’s = H H

Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426 4791. Road Construction Heating Oil
Turbidity—Suspended particles in water that may interfere with disinfection: Dem°||t|°n CCB#331 87

Max. 0.09 NTU Min. 0.02 NTU
All samples below State Limit < 0.3 NTU

FOR ALL YOUR AG BUILDINGS AND GROW SITES

od Hwy Grants Pass OR 97527

Total Trihalomethanes (TTHM) Current MCL is 0.080 mg/L

{Reservoir #4 = 0.0179 mg/L) Ci@moserpaVingucom 0\'—-1'-\
Haloacetic Acids (HAAS5) Current MCL is 0.0600 mg/L www.moserpaving.com \.-

{Reservoir #4 = 0.0171 mg/L)




