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Backyard bird watching with Harry: by Harry Johnson

Protection from predators:
If you’re a bird lover like Cheryl and me, you’ll have 

several kinds of bird feeders around your yard. The biggest 

problem we have here in O’Brien is seed thieves and preda-

tors. I hope this article will help you eliminate some of those 

problems.

Cats 

If you’re feeding birds you probably have nesting birds 

near or close to your home. Nest and their birds are extremely 

vulnerable to cats. The fledglings and birds roosting for the 

night fall prey to hungry cats. Putting a bell collar on your cat 

may offer birds little protection. We tried that with our Siamese 

cat and I swear he would hold the bell in one paw and attack 

with the other. Nailing a sheet metal guard or cone to a tree 

trunk may deter less agile felines. Houses mounted on metal 

poles are the most difficult for predators to reach. Avoid using 

grease or petroleum jelly on the pole, it can get on the bird’s 

feathers, and the birds cannot preen it off and that can be fatal. 

The best deterrent is for owners to keep their cats inside when-

ever possible. 

Squirrels 

Brown squirrels, and sometimes gray squirrels, can 

become a serious menace to birdhouses and the birds them-

selves. If you find your nest hole enlarged, chances are a gray 

or brown squirrel is the culprit. Once inside the box, squirrels 

make a meal of the eggs and young. Adding a predator guard 

made of sheet metal to the entrance is usually enough to keep 

squirrels out. 

Raccoons and Opossums 

Raccoons and opossums will stick their arms inside nest 

boxes and try to pull out the adult, young, and eggs. Adding a 1 

inch thick predator guard to the birdhouse or an inverted cone 

to its pole support is a simple solution. 

Snakes 

Snakes play an important part in the balance of nature. 

If you find one in your birdhouse, don’t kill it. You can snake-

proof your birdhouse by putting it on a metal pole with squirrel 

baffle. 

House sparrows and starlings 

If you don’t discourage them, these two nuisance spe-

cies introduced from Europe will harass or kill cavity-nesting 

birds. Since house sparrows and starlings are not protected by 

law, you may destroy their nests. But remember, other birds are 

protected by law. 

House wrens 

House wrens sometimes interfere with the nesting success 

of other birds by puncturing their eggs. But, unlike the house 

sparrow and starling, these birds are native to North America 

and are protected by law. Don’t be tempted to intervene when 

wrens appear at your backyard birdhouse. 

Insects 

Many insects lay their eggs and pupate in birdhouses. 

Inspect your birdhouses for signs of gypsy moths, blow flies, 

wasps, ants, gnats and bees. Keep bees and wasps from attach-

ing their nests by coating the inside of the roof with bar soap. 

In areas where gypsy moths abound, avoid placing boxes in 

oak trees, which the gypsy moths favor. If you have feeders for 

you hummers, you may want to put some wax or Vaseline on 

the feeder wire to deter ants. Pyrethrin and rotenone insec-

ticides are recommended for killing fly larvae, bird lice and 

mites after birds have finished nesting for the season.

Remember to keep your feeders and houses clean. The 

feeders should be cleaned every month and the houses at the 

end of each season. I hope these help you have a safe and 

happy birdhouse. You can contact me at birdwatching@fron-

tiernet.net. 

The above is from Bird Digest and Harry Johnson.

Backyard Bird Watching by Harry Johnson is brought to you by

Young Master Gardeners
To join contact us at kimberlielehman@yahoo.com

Church News
Community Bible Church

Good Shepherd Lutheran 

BRIDGEVIEW
COMMUNITY  CHURCH

5181 Holland Loop Rd., CJ
541-592-3923

“Come Join the Worship!” 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Sonny Moore 

www.kbcc.us

* * *
7th DAY ADVENTIST

265 S. Old Stage Rd., CJ
Sabbath School  -  9:30 a.m. 

Saturday Worship 11 a.m.
Pastor Christian Martin
Church (541) 592-3218

Madrone Adventist School
541-592-3330

* * * 
IMMANUEL UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH
200 Watkins St., CJ  
Phone 541-592-3876

Pastor Charles Chase
Sunday School  -  9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship  -  9:15 a.m.
Child-care for small children

* * *
Illinois Valley Praise Center

28569 Redwood Hwy. CJ
Non-denominational

Bible-believing Church
Sunday school – 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Service – 10:30 a.m.
Thursday Seekers 
Meeting – 7 p.m.

Youth Group Thursday – 7 p.m.
www.ivpraisecenter.com

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
Pastor Dave Gordon
113 S. Caves Ave., CJ
Office: 541-592-3896

Email: cbccca@gmail.com
Sunday Worship  -  10:30 a.m.

Christian Academy 
Pre-K to 12th grade

Awana - Wednesdays - 6 p.m.

* * *
ST. PATRICK OF THE FOREST 

CATHOLIC CHURCH
407 W. River St., CJ

541-592-3658
Fr. William Holtzinger, Pastor

Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Sunday  -  10:30 a.m.
Holy Days  TBA

* * *
TAKILMA BIBLE CHURCH

10343 Takilma Road, Takilma
Pastor Dan Robinson

Bible Study / Prayer Time 
9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship 11 a.m
Wednesday Bible Study

7 p.m

* * *
First Baptist Church of Selma
18285 Redwood Hwy., Selma

541-597-4169
Pastor Monty Pope

Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Worship - 11 a.m.

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

East River Street
 & Lewis Court, CJ

Annemarie Richardson 
Lay Pastor.

Sunday School  -  9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship  -  10 a.m.

Church Phone: 541-592-2290
www.goodshepherdlutheraniv.net

* * *
VALLEY EVANGELICAL

FREE CHURCH
498 Laurel Road, CJ

P.O. Box 1248
Pastor Marvin Porter

Sunday School  -  9:45 a.m.
Worship Service  -  11 a.m.

evfree@frontiernet.net
541-592-6160

* * *
FOUNTAIN OF LIFE
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

451 S. Junction Ave., CJ
541-592-3956

Pastor Mark McLean
Morning Worship    

9:30 & 11 a.m.
Wednesday  -  7 p.m.

Adult Bible Study

* * *
ST. MATTHIAS EPISCOPAL

CHURCH
25904 Redwood Hwy., CJ

541-592-2006
Rev. Bryant Bechtold

Sunday Worship 
Service 10:30 a.m.

THE CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY 

SAINTS
209 S. Junction Ave., CJ

Sacrament Meet  -  10 a.m.
Sunday School  -  11:20 a.m.

Priesthood, Relief Soc.  -
12:10 p.m.

Bishop
Larry Hammersmith

541-592-3919

* * *
Illinois Valley Baptist Church

541-592-6149
102 South Redwood Hwy
(in the County Building)

Pastor Steve Root
Sunday Worship 10:30 AM

Wednesday Bible Study, Prayer 
& Youth Program 7:00 PM
Friday Ladies Bible Study 

11:00 AM

Places of Worship

A path less traveled
“Two roads diverged in a yellow wood

And sorry I could not travel both

And be one traveler long I stood

And looked down one as far as I could

To where it bent in the undergrowth.” 

~Robert Frost

Psalm 1:1 1 Blessed is the man who does 

not walk in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor 

stands in the way of sinners, Nor sits in the seat 

of the scornful;

I have a picture in my home of a little used 

path heading up into a forest. I bought it because 

it made me think of the paths people take in 

their lives. The verse from Psalm one depicts the 

downward spiral that so many follow in this life:   

The phrase “To walk in the counsel” represents 

our decisions – who do we take counsel from, 

and is their counsel good and helpful on a long 

term basis or does it reflect a foolish, destructive 

lifestyle? 

The next phrase is “to stand in the way of 

sinners,”– to make our decisions and take action 

on wrong advice and counsel.

The final step is to “sit in the seat of the 

scornful,” – that is to have an established, de-

structive lifestyle founded in wrong counsel.

You should make sure to notice that the 

Bible verse above says, “Blessed is the man…” 

that does not take bad counsel, make poor deci-

sions, or follow a destructive lifestyle. In the 

short term, poor counsel might look good (but it 

also might not), but in the long term it is almost 

always destructive. 

I like the way Robert Frost ended his poem: 

“Two roads diverged in a wood, and I –

 I took the one less traveled by, 

And that has made all the difference.”

Poor counsel is almost always the easy way 

out, but most often the more difficult way is best 

and ultimately blessed by God.

May the Lord bless you as you seek Him. 

See you Sunday.

In Christ, 

Pastor Dave 

Ministry at CBC

Sunday, August 7

Morning Worship – 10:30 a.m.

Prayer and Praise – 6 p.m. 

Community Christian Academy

Accepting applications for next school year

Preschool – High School

Senior Exercise Class

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 

 9-10 a.m. in Dining Room

You can’t take it with you 
(Luke 12:13-21)
Jesus had been preaching on hypocrisy, hell and 

unforgivable sin. But one guy in the crowd didn’t 

hear a word of it. He had a problem that so distracted 

him that he could think of nothing else. 

He shouts out, “Teacher, get my brother to di-

vide my inheritance with me.”  

According to the law of the day, the elder broth-

er would receive two-thirds of the inheritance and 

the younger brother would receive one-third. But 

this man isn’t asking Jesus to listen to both sides and 

make a righteous judgment; he is asking Jesus to take 

sides with him against his brother. 

This guy didn’t just want what was fair. He 

was GREEDY! His share wasn’t enough. Now there 

are two ways to get enough: One is to accumulate 

more and more, the other is to desire less. But hu-

man beings are greedy. We can’t pass up a deal. The 

only reason most American families don’t own an 

elephant is that they’ve never been offered one for a 

dollar down with easy weekly payments.  

So Jesus tells him a story. We think it’s about 

rich people: Warren Buffet, Bill Gates, Power Ball 

winners; you know who I mean. But the man in 

Jesus’ parable wasn’t a fool because he was rich. 

He’d worked hard, made good decisions and gotten 

everything he had honestly. He was a fool because he 

forgot what was really important. 

My crops ... my barns ... my goods; his mental 

barns were filled with himself and empty of anything 

belonging to God. He went wrong in the things he 

placed first in his thoughts.  

Jesus didn’t condemn the man for eating, drink-

ing and being merry, or even for being rich. The man 

was called foolish because he wanted to pull down 

what he had to build bigger barns. 

The man says, “What should I do for I have no 

place to store my crops?” Wait a minute! He’s got 

barns. His problem is that his harvest has been so 

great that his present storage facilities won’t hold 

all of the grain. So rather than sharing this bounty, 

he decides, “I’ll tear down my barns and build big-

ger ones, and there I will store all my grain.” But he 

forgot how fleeting all this abundance could be. 

This man is called a “fool” not because of his 

wealth or his ambition but rather because he equates 

fleeting, temporary things with the things that have 

true, infinite value. He’s tried to protect himself from 

fate and fortune through productive farming and 

adequate finances, but he’s come up empty. He has 

everything he thinks he wants and more, yet at the 

end - which comes that very night! - it’s not enough. 

In his effort to preserve his bounty, he forgot 

about who gave it to him. And he forgot you really 

can’t take it with you. Foolish, indeed.

wHere Customer
satisfaCtion is paramount.

seitz
restoration

& Collision

541-592-3990          220 Watkins St. Cave Junction

ReStoRation - ColliSion - RefuRbiShing

WoRk With all inSuRanCe oR Self-pay

i-CaR CeRtified - 44 yeaRS expeRienCe

PainT SPeCial!
Complete refinish
starting at $1800

• Includes selected colors

• Single Stage Urethane Paint

• Jambs and Body Work Extra

For Inquiries and Scheduling, 

contact our office. 

Bingo for All Ages

WednesdAys
eArly Bird 6 - 6:30PM

17 gAMes 6:30 - 9:30PM
Hamburgers for sale

520 e. river street, CJ

iv senior Center
open to tHe public


