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Backyard bird watching with Harry: by Harry Johnson

Hummingbird Q & A

If you’ve been reading this article over 

the years, you’ll know one of birds Cheryl and 

I love to watch every spring and summer are 

the hummingbirds. They’re a real source of en-

tertainment for us. Hummingbirds range in size 

from the two inch long bee hummingbird of 

Cuba, to the giant cardinal sized hummingbird 

of the Andes. They come in varying shades of 

vivid color, from the fiery feathers flashing in 

the light as they fly in every imaginable direc-

tion. Yes, they are fascinating creatures, but 

how well do you know them? Let’s test your 

knowledge of hummingbirds with this quiz.

Q: True or False: Hummingbirds occur 

only in the western hemisphere.

A: True) This unique family of birds is 

found only in the New World, with the major-

ity of species occurring in South America.

Q: How many hummingbird species exist 

worldwide?

 A: About 70

 B. About 150

 C. About 330

 D. About 500

A: C) About 330. Of the 300 plus hum-

mingbird species that exist worldwide, only 

about a dozen are commonly found in North 

America north of Mexico.

Q: Why do hummingbirds hum?

A. To navigate and find food.

B. Because their wings beat as fast as 80 

times per second.

C. To ward off predators.

D. Because they don’t know the words.

A: B) Because their wings beat as fast 

as 80 times per second. WOW! The birds are 

named for the humming sound made by those 

rapidly flapping wings.

Q: Which of these is NOT acceptable 

hummingbird food?

A. Flower nectar

B. Small insects

C. Sugar water

D. Honey water

A: D) Honey water. Honey, molasses, 

and artificial sweeteners must never be offered 

to hummingbirds. The chemical composition 

of honey is different from that of cane or beet 

sugar, so it is not the same kind of sugar hum-

mers get when they sip nectar from flowers. 

Honey is not a natural food for hummers and it 

spoils quickly when dissolved in water. 

     Q: Which hummingbird is the small-

est North American bird species?

A. Ruby-throated hummingbird.

B. Anna’s hummingbird.

C. Broad-tailed hummingbird.

D. Calliope hummingbird.

A: D) Calliope hummingbird. The Cal-

liope hummingbird is just over three inches 

long and is our smallest North American bird 

species, but it can survive the very cold nights 

in the Rocky Mountains, where it nests in the 

summer. 

Q: True or False: Hummingbirds won’t 

migrate if you fed them too long into the 

autumn.

A: False. Birds are genetically pro-

grammed to migrate when their internal clocks 

tell them to do so. They will depart when the 

time is right whether your feeders are up or 

not. However, leaving your feeders up in the 

fall and getting them up early in the spring 

may help late or early migrants that are passing 

through your area. Over the last ten years or 

so, we’ve seen a number of Rufus humming-

birds spending the winter in the Illinois Valley. 

Why do they stay?

Q: What materials do most humming-

birds use to make their nests?

A. Mud and grass.

B. Spider web and lichens.

C. Twigs and bark strips.

D. Hummingbirds don’t use nests.

A: B) Spider web and lichens. Female 

ruby-throated hummingbirds, for example, 

construct a walnut sized, thick walled cup of 

plant down and spider silk, bound tightly with 

spider web and encrusted with lichens. This 

well insulated nest protects the eggs when the 

hummingbird must leave to forage.

Q: Two truths and one lie: Which of 

these statements is false?

A. Hummingbird tongues are forked at 

the tip, with feather like edges.

B. Hummingbirds require more energy to 

live that any other worm blooded animal.

C. Hummingbirds hitch rides on the 

backs of other birds during migration.

 A: C) Hummingbirds hitch riders on the 

back of other birds during migration. This is 

an old but persistent myth. Hummingbirds are 

strong flying migrants,  perfectly capable of 

traveling hundreds of miles all on their own.

    Q: Which hummingbird species breed 

as far north as Alaska?

A. Rufous hummingbird

B. Calliope hummingbird

C. Black-chinned hummingbird

D. Ruby-throated hummingbird

    A: A) Rufous hummingbird. Rufous 

hummingbirds breed as far north as Alaska 

where late spring snows can make finding 

flower nectar difficult.

    Q: Which of these will help to lure 

hummingbirds into your backyard?

    A; Sugar water feeders

    B. Native nectar producing plants

    C. Fresh supply of water

    D. All of the above.

A. D) All of the above. No matter where 

you live in the Illinois Valley, these 

Three essentials (feeders, plants and wa-

ter) are the best way to lure hummingbirds into 

your backyard.

I hope you enjoyed doing this quiz. For 

the record I missed the second question. 

If you have any questions or comments 

you can contact me at www.birdwatching@

frontiernet.net.

The above is from Harry Johnson in 

O’Brien and birdwatchersdigest.com.

Allen’s hummingbird
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Church News

JP Auto &
Metal Recycling

New Parts - Used Parts

-We Buy Scrap Metal-

Certified Scales

29910 Redwood Hwy
Cave Junction, OR

541-592-3691

ALL Custom jeweLry designs

& repAirs done in house!

Tues - Fri   9:30 AM - 5:30 PM

sAT   10 AM - 2 PM
sun & Mon   Closed

23772 redwood Highway

Kerby ,  or

541-592-4838

Poison Oak
“Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which 

no one will see the Lord: looking carefully lest anyone fall short 

of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause 

trouble, and by this many become defiled.” Hebrews 12:14-15 

The last place where I lived, I spotted a corner of the 

property that I thought would be a good place to have as a garden 

space. The only problem was that it was covered with some kind 

of plant that had these shiny leaves in groups of three. Not being 

familiar with the type of plant it was, I thought I would pull it 

up and dispose of it to make way for my garden. So I did.  The 

length of the roots on those plants was amazing, and every so 

often a new plant would appear along that root. So my youngest 

son and I chopped and pulled and dug to clean up that garden 

spot. At the end of the day, we would drop our dirty clothes by 

the washer before we cleaned up. A few days later, my wife, who 

did the washing, began to break out in a rash and get bumps on 

her wrists and arms. Poison oak – it didn’t have much effect on 

my youngest son or me, but it sure made my wife break out! 

That’s what bitterness is like. When it takes over a person’s life, 

it has a poisoning effect on you and those around you.  It could 

be your children, your co-workers, or anyone. Some people 

spread bitterness like, well, like poison oak! Jesus said, “Come 

unto me all you who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give 

you rest.” Yep, even rest from a bitter heart.

In Christ, 

Pastor Dave 

Ministry at CBC

Sunday, July 24

Morning Worship – 10:30 a.m.

Prayer and Praise – 6 p.m. 

Community Christian Academy

Accepting applications for next school year

Preschool – High School

Senior Exercise Class

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 

9-10 a.m. in Dining Room

Community Bible Church

BRIDGEVIEW
COMMUNITY  CHURCH

5181 Holland Loop Rd., CJ
541-592-3923

“Come Join the Worship!” 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Sonny Moore 

www.kbcc.us

* * *
7th DAY ADVENTIST

265 S. Old Stage Rd., CJ
Sabbath School  -  9:30 a.m. 

Saturday Worship 11 a.m.
Pastor Christian Martin
Church (541) 592-3218

Madrone Adventist School
541-592-3330

* * * 
IMMANUEL UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH
200 Watkins St., CJ  
Phone 541-592-3876

Pastor Charles Chase
Sunday School  -  9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship  -  9:15 a.m.
Child-care for small children

* * *
Illinois Valley Praise Center

28569 Redwood Hwy. CJ
Non-denominational

Bible-believing Church
Sunday school – 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Service – 10:30 a.m.
Thursday Seekers 
Meeting – 7 p.m.

Youth Group Thursday – 7 p.m.
www.ivpraisecenter.com

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
Pastor Dave Gordon
113 S. Caves Ave., CJ
Office: 541-592-3896

Email: cbccca@gmail.com
Sunday Worship  -  10:30 a.m.

Christian Academy 
Pre-K to 12th grade

Awana - Wednesdays - 6 p.m.

* * *
ST. PATRICK OF THE FOREST 

CATHOLIC CHURCH
407 W. River St., CJ

541-592-3658
Fr. William Holtzinger, Pastor

Mass - Sunday 11 a.m.. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Sunday  -  10:30 a.m.
Holy Days  TBA

* * *
TAKILMA BIBLE CHURCH

10343 Takilma Road, Takilma
Pastor Dan Robinson

Bible Study / Prayer Time 
9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship 11 a.m
Wednesday Bible Study

7 p.m

* * *
First Baptist Church of Selma
18285 Redwood Hwy., Selma

541-597-4169
Pastor Monty Pope

Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Worship - 11 a.m.

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

East River Street
 & Lewis Court, CJ

Annemarie Richardson 
Lay Pastor.

Sunday School  -  9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship  -  10 a.m.

Church Phone: 541-592-2290
www.goodshepherdlutheraniv.net

* * *
VALLEY EVANGELICAL

FREE CHURCH
498 Laurel Road, CJ

P.O. Box 1248
Pastor Marvin Porter

Sunday School  -  9:45 a.m.
Worship Service  -  11 a.m.

evfree@frontiernet.net
541-592-6160

* * *
FOUNTAIN OF LIFE
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

451 S. Junction Ave., CJ
541-592-3956

Pastor Mark McLean
Morning Worship    

9:30 & 11 a.m.
Wednesday  -  7 p.m.

Adult Bible Study

* * *
ST. MATTHIAS EPISCOPAL

CHURCH
25904 Redwood Hwy., CJ

541-592-2006
Rev. Bryant Bechtold

Sunday Worship 
Service 10:30 a.m.

THE CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY 

SAINTS
209 S. Junction Ave., CJ

Sacrament Meet  -  10 a.m.
Sunday School  -  11:20 a.m.

Priesthood, Relief Soc.  -
12:10 p.m.

Bishop
Larry Hammersmith

541-592-3919

* * *
Illinois Valley Baptist Church

541-592-6149
102 South Redwood Hwy
(in the County Building)

Pastor Steve Root
Sunday Worship 10:30 AM

Wednesday Bible Study, Prayer 
& Youth Program 7:00 PM
Friday Ladies Bible Study 

11:00 AM

Places of Worship


