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Crooks in town often hide and wait for 

CJ Patrols to clear an area and then come back 

out, which underscores the need for residents in 

each neighborhood to install lights and alarms, 

organize their own watches, and coordinate with 

the volunteer patrols, according to both Evans 

and Ambron. As spring turns to summer, several 

rural neighborhood watches in the Valley - and 

CJ Patrols - plan to ramp up their efforts. Contact 

Evans at 541.592.9665 to plug in. 

“We’re escalating all of our programs, this 

criminal element that is lashing back is not going 

to win this battle,” Ambron said. “CJ Patrols is 

amazing and their dedication is off the charts. 

These volunteers are out there every night.” 

Meetings are being held to help grow the 

movement and improve communications between 

citizens, CJ Patrols and law enforcement officers. 

“We have a large retired community beginning 

to mobilize, and more of our young folk are also 

participating. And, an effort is coming together 

to discern how the patrol will identify itself to 

the public as well as to law enforcement, to help 

avoid confusion,” Ambron added. 

Daniel supports the neighborhood watches 

and patrols, but wants everyone to stay safe. “We 

all need to work together to combat this ever-

increasing criminal element. It’s long overdue 

that the sheriff’s office is transparent and visible, 

and we’re doing everything we can to rebuild 

trust in law enforcement. The sheriff’s office will 

continue on with the funds and resources that the 

citizens will provide. But we’re not going to quit, 

and I mean that down to the last criminal.” 
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TAXES ARE COMPLICATED.
Getting your taxes done isn't enough - you need your

taxes done right. That's where we come in. We hire and

train the most qualified tax professionals to ensure you

claim every credit and deduction you deserve so you get

your maximum refund. Guaranteed.¶

¶If you discover an H&R Block error on your return that entitles you to a

larger refund (or smaller tax liability), we'll refund the tax prep fee for that

return. Refund claimsmust bemade during the calendar year in which

the return was prepared. OBTP#B13696 ©2015 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

TAX PREPARATION
For new clients only

COUPON CODE: 51738

$20OFF
Valid at participating U.S. offices for an original 2015 personal income tax return for new clients only. Discount may

not be used for Form 1040EZ or combined with any other offer or promotion. Void if transferred and where prohibited.

Coupon must be presented prior to completion of initial tax office interview. A new client is an individual who did not

use H&R Block office services to prepare his or her 2014 tax return. No cash value. Expires April 30, 2016.

OBTP#B13696 ©2015 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

YOUR LOCAL OFFICE(S):

210 W. Lister St.
Cave Junction, OR 97523
541-592-3667 OBTP#B14914

855 A Railroad St.
Brookings, OR 97415
541-469-6321 OBTP# B14914
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Lisa Sherier
Mondays & Wednesdays

$5 Drop-in

6:15-7:15 pM
at Healthy U
535 E river St. 
541-761-4342

M o n d a y - S u n d a y :  6 a M - 8 p M

JP Auto &
Metal Recycling

New Parts - Used Parts

-We Buy Scrap Metal-

Certified Scales

29910 Redwood Hwy
Cave Junction, OR

541-592-3691

i.V. exCaVatinG LLC
Selma, OR 

Septics

House Pads

Logging

Land Clearing
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EDWARD PODOLL

Office: 541-597-2485

Cell: 541-660-1798

               CCB# 181530

DEQ# 38491

Serving the Best Cheeseburger 
with an Attitude!

TUESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY

NOON TO CLOSE

riB eye maDneSS

FriDay, apriL 8,  5 TiLL?

12235 Redwood Hwy • Wonder, OR
541-476-8990

Celebrating 10-years as the Valley’s Bar & Grill
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Daniel stated, “I need to 
know what I can do with hard 
core crimes. I have between 
one and four deputies 
available on a daily basis. We 
can’t be everywhere at once.”

Public Defender Gary 
Berlant said, “Our kids are 
not safe. The Department of 
Human Services is not able to 
get law enforcement support 
to deal with kids in trouble.”

County Circuit Judge 
Lindi Baker said, “Maybe 
some people don’t have the 
direct experience that I’ve 
had and don’t understand. 
From my position I see the 
rising number of crimes 
reported in the papers and I 
think people are becoming 
desensitized to the violence.”

Options for Southern 
Oregon executive director 
Karla McCafferty said, “We 
just purchased a new facility 
in Cave Junction. We count 
on the police to provide a 
social safety net. We work 
with people with mental 
health and addiction issues. 
We need police response 
because things don’t always 
go the way they’re supposed 
to. It impacts our ability to 
attract professionals to work 
for us if they don’t feel safe 

moving to our community.”
The elected officials’ 

response to the question of 
whether the state will help with 
funding was negative for a 
variety of reasons including the 
idea that state funding for local 
public safety might conflict with 
the fact that Josephine is a home 
rule county. 

Wilson said, “As a business 
person, I would never sign a 
contract like this, there’s too 
much ambiguity. You’d be telling 

this community what to pay. The 
money is not going to come in 
time,” and he added, “Ultimately, 
every community has to live by 
the rules of the people and what 
people are willing to pay for. The 
last thing we need is to turn into 
a welfare county. I have faith in 
the community to solve our own 
problems.” 

Baertschiger said, “I 
have more confidence in our 
community than in the legislature 

to solve this. Maybe we need 
to turn this around and ask the 
community what level of service 
people need and then figure 
out what each service costs. I’d 
rather have local officials than 
state government running this 
county.”

Earlier in the year, County 
Commissioner Cherryl Walker 
proposed offering taxpayers a 
“menu” of levies, with types 
of services and the cost of each 
broken out. In the face of public 

outcry, Heck and Hare voted the 
idea down. 

Last month, Walker drafted 
a letter to Brown asking that 
State Law 753 be invoked. The 
law authorized an agreement 
between the state and a county 
to provide funding for 18 
months. The public backlash that 
followed this development may 
have led Walker to withdraw her 
bid for re-election. 

At the March 30 meeting, 

Stark said, “I don’t see how 
[State Law 753] has any path 
to success. This is a short-term 
fix. Let’s have citizens submit 
ideas in say, 500 word essays. 
Then let’s go through a series of 
meetings and evaluate the ideas. 
You never know, we might come 
up with something that works.”

Wilson added, “This bill 
doesn’t even say who’s in charge 
of enforcing the law.”

Grants Pass Mayor 
Darin Fowler responded to the 
representatives’ negativity by 
saying, “Regardless of how 
sloppy the bill was written, if 
the state will allow it, we need 
a million to reopen Juvenile 
Justice. We would need a total 
of $5 million just to maintain 
the current level of service. You 
don’t realize how unequally 
yoked we are. City residents are 
already paying $5 per thousand.”

Referring to the end of 
federal payments, Fowler 
concluded by saying, “There’s 
a day coming unlike any other. 
We already see out of state plates 
and airplanes landing and taking 
off at night. I don’t know how 
many times I can say this, we’re 
in trouble.”

“I would hate to think of 
this as the new normal,” he said. 
“There’s kind of a feeling of 
lawlessness. Anybody looking at 
it from the outside would clearly 
see we are not keeping our 
citizens safe.”

““There’s a day coming unlike any other. We 

already see out of state plates and airplanes landing 

and taking off at night. I don’t know how many 

times I can say this, we’re in trouble.” 
Mayor Darren Fowler

Grants Passs


