Each year, Oregon Department of Fish
and Wildlife receives a multitude of calls
concerning nuisance and damage behavior
associated with wildlife. All too often, the
animal causing the damage is doing so because
it has been fed and/or tamed by a neighbor,
or attracted to a feeding area for competitive
or predatory reasons. And all too often, this
animal winds up dead. Although feeding
wildlife is not illegal in the State of Oregon,
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
policy strongly discourages this activity
because it is so harmful to wildlife in so
many ways. Some cities have city ordinances
that ban feeding wildlife, and the city police
departments should be contacted if a complaint
must be filed.

People who feed wildlife encourage them
to occupy not just their own property, but
inadvertently the properties of their neighbors
as well. Unnaturally large concentrations of
fed animals can devastate yards, gardens,
and crops. Wildlife that have lost their fear
of people often become dangerous and must
be destroyed. Crows and bluejays attracted to
bird feeders are carriers of the West Nile Virus,
which can be fatal to humans. Raccoons,
opossums, skunks, and foxes eat bird seed,
and can carry rabies, distemper, and other fatal
diseases that may be passed to pets, livestock,
and other wildlife. Recently, a young child in
Grants Pass was bitten by a rabid gray fox that
had been fed by a neighbor, and had to suffer
painful preventative treatments. In June 2009,
a woman in Yachats, Oregon was convicted
and fined on charges of wildlife harassment for
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feeding bears and creating a public nuisance
and safety issue. Likewise, people feeding and
attracting deer could inadvertently increase
the likelihood of deer-car accidents in their
neighborhood. Feeding wildlife often attracts
other wildlife species that people may not want
inhabiting their neighborhood. Black bears
are particularly dangerous when intentionally
or inadvertently fed by people (i.e. trash cans,
bird & deer feeders, etc.). Cougars follow
deer, their primary prey, and often wind up
in residential areas where deer are being
fed, becoming serious human safety threats
that must be lethally removed. Intentional
feeding of bears and cougars is a violation of
state law and citations can be issued. Even
something as apparently harmless as feeding
songbirds can be extremely harmful to your
local bird populations and other opportunistic
wildlife. Trichomoniasis, mycoplasmosis,
and salmonella are deadly diseases caused
by unsanitary bird feeding conditions, which
kill hundreds of birds every year. Turkeys
and other non-native birds such as starlings,
house sparrows, and pigeons tend to proliferate
when fed by humans to the extent that they
out-compete native birds for food and nesting
spots. Starlings, crows, and house sparrows
are extremely aggressive and will kill nestling
bluebirds, swallows, and other native bird
species. Turkeys and Canada geese fed by
people congregate in huge flocks of 300+
birds, depositing large quantities of feces,
creating a public health issue, and destroying
property.

People who feed wildlife for their

3/5/2015 - Thursday

own personal enjoyment may sometimes

be reasoned with through proper education.
Teaching wildlife, especially game animals
like deer, turkeys, and geese to come to people
for food, reduces their natural wariness and
significantly increases their odds of being
killed by hunters, predators, and automobiles.
Furthermore, food items offered by people
rarely provide the nutritional benefits of a
natural diet, and wildlife diseases tend to
proliferate in areas where wildlife is fed.
Young animals need to learn natural diet
selection and wild behaviors that are the result
of years of evolution that make them fit to live
in this world. Young wildlife fed by humans do
not learn these skills, and are poorly equipped
to find food, shelter, water, and safety, the
basic necessities.

Our black-tailed deer population in
Southwest Oregon has declined dramatically
in the last decade, and one contributing cause
has been disease, which is often spread by
unnaturally concentrating animals around
feeding and watering stations. Adenovirus, a
disease that killed tens of thousands of deer
in Northern California back in the 1980s,
has been documented in Southwest Oregon
during the last few years and is spreading to
other parts of the state. This disease is very
contagious and if one sick deer puts his nose in
a bucket or uses a feeding station, every deer
behind him will contract the virus and most
of them will die. It is a heartbreaking sight
to arrive at someone’s feeding station, water
trough, or salt lick to find several otherwise
healthy-appearing deer, lying dead around

18000 blk REDWOOD HWY, Traffic Accident

1600 blk LAUREL RD, Medical Emergency

Responded to these recent Emergency calls

3/2/2015 - Monday

700 blk LONE MOUNTAIN RD, Medical Emergency °
24500 blk REDWOOD HWY, Medical Emergency
100 blk ARIES LN, Medical Emergency °

200 blk W RIVER ST, Medical Emergency

2600 blk CHAPMAN CREEK RD, Medical Emergency

100 blk HOGUE DR, Medical Emergency

3/3/2015 - Tuesday

3/6/2015 - Friday
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the feed trough with blood coming out both
ends. It is an excruciatingly painful way to die,
and I’m sure it is not the intent of the people
who feed deer to cause this tragedy. Another
disease that is killing our deer herds is called
hair-loss syndrome. This is caused by a heavy
infestation of exotic, external parasites that
thrive and are spread in areas where animals
are concentrated, such as feeding stations.
This disease typically affects the young of the
year who bite and scratch at their skin to the
extent that they create large patches of bare
skin, and are no longer protected by a warm
winter coat. They die slow agonizing deaths
due to hypothermia (freezing to death) or
pneumonia (respiratory disease). This disease
is also associated with feeding stations where
deer concentrate in unnaturally large groups.
Additionally, corn and other high-protein
grains can be fatal to deer and elk, particularly
migrating animals that experience a sudden,
dramatic change in diets when they discover
feeding stations with unnatural feed.

So as you can see, feeding wildlife is
a very harmful practice to be discouraged at
every opportunity. Please feel free to share
this information with your friends, relatives,
neighbors, and acquaintances because most
people who feed wildlife are concerned for
the welfare of the animals, even if they are
not concerned about their neighbors. For
additional information please feel free to
contact your local ODFW office.

Keeping Children Safe

Crawl Low Under Smoke
Tell children that some fires make alot of
smoke, which is dangerous to breathe.
Show them the safe way to respond when
a room fills with smoke: get down on your

hands and knees, keep your head up, and

300 blk N OLD STAGE RD, Medical Emergency
200 blk W WATKINS ST, Medical Emergency

200 blk MANZANITA LN, Lift Assist

crawl outside.
Ask children to practice with you. Lead them
in crawling across the room with their heads

up. Repeat frequently to help children re-

3/7/2015 - Saturday
8400 blk TAKILMA RD, Lift Assist
2000 blk DEER CREEK RD, Medical Emergency
400 blk SCHUMACHER ST, Outdoor Smoke/Odor
REDWOOD HWY / FINCH RD, Traffic Accident

100 blk S KERBY AVE, Medical Emergency

member this important safety strategy.
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3/4/2015 - Wednesday
200 blk OLLIS RD, Medical Emergency
200 blk S OLD STAGE RD, Medical Emergency
900 blk CROOKS CREEK RD, Traffic Accident
100 blk S REDWOOD HWY, Medical Emergency
100 blk PATTON BAR RD, Medical Emergency

3/8/2015 - Sunday
23900 blk REDWOOD HWY, Gas Leak Outdoor
100 blk HOLTON CREEK RD, Medical Emergency
100 blk HOLTON CREEK RD, Medical Emergency
100 blk ARIES LN, Medical Emergency

VISIT IVFD ONLINE AT ivfire.com

or facebook.com/ivfire
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Cave Junction, OR 97523 Your Complete
HNLLIED FERMER'S
541 '592'6435 Headquarters For

Q ILLINOIS VALLEY vouextpoject
BUILDING & FEED SUPPLY

At Farmer’s there’s always something going on. Weekly specials and “in-store only” special
purchase items are changing from day to day, and week to week. At Farmer’s you'll find
quality products and people to give you the “how to’s” when you need help on a special
project. Visit Farmer’s today — family owned and a part of our community since 1962.

* * * ASK ABOUT A REWARDS CARD * * %
7.5 x 100’ A
Deer Fence

« Heavy grade + Stronger than net

SEP]‘“: sgﬂ"ll}ﬂ We will beat “Anyone’s’ competltlve price.

- Septic Pumping & Repair =
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* Location Service * Line Cleaning/Jetting
 Inspections & Installation '}%W!‘
* Servicing, Scoping & More ‘

More
In-store savings
not advertised!
Prices through
3-14-2015
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and qualifying accessory kit.
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75 x 508" &
Water Hose

Reg. Price

OMMP CLINIC

* Heavy Duty * Soft'& Supple rsri= 2 Gallon o9 Low Price
* Kink Resistant s 2 Green ™7
1CF Chicken Manure? Watering Can
Low Price
32 Gallon ow Price
Reg. Price $42 Round $ v 96
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_ Potting Soi N
YOUR APPOINTMENT | "o dow Price ENGINES
§7.9 We are an Honda Engines Dealer
759851 #ALLINSTOCK
CALL TO SIGN-UP OR 15 cr Nursery Mix 10% Off
FOR MORE INFORMATION. §  LowPrics Come in and check out our in-store discounts.

Reg. Price
$6.25
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Walk Behind Mowers

#ALLINSTOCK

10% OFF ¢

#701593

541-392-4367

Square or Round Point

Shovels

#761615,
Low $996
Price

roviding All Patients Access

March 15 & 28

10 p.M. - 2 P.M. AT 319 Cavies HIGHWAY

761606

Reg. Price
$12.99

Subject to
quantity
on hand.




