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Local author Nicole Rensen-
brink brings deep insight from years
of professional experience to bear
in her book series for young adults:
“The Girls at Sawyers Crossing.”

The series follows several teen-
age girls from their adolescent years
into adulthood in a community that
has transitioned economically from
timber to marijuana.

Sound familiar?

Rensenbrink, a licensed clini-
cal social worker with 20 years of
experience working with teens,
currently runs the Passages program
for middle- and high-school girls
at Cave Junction-based nonprofit
Healthy U.

Rensenbrink points out that our
local marijuana industry is just one
factor among many that are shared
by rural communities throughout
America.

“Equally important is that the
girls [in the series] are in a rural
community,” she said. “Young
people in rural communities don’t
dress up and go to work each day.
The whole idea of professional life
is missing. Teens don’t see people
who are in a lot of different profes-
sional capacities. Here it’s just, ‘I see
school teachers and nurses.””

Subtance abuse is a big prob-
lem here, as in other rural communi-
ties, she notes, and has a big impact
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Rensenbrink

on the girls in her books.

“In rural communities there are
less options for fun than in an urban
community,” she said. “In an urban
community there are movies, bowl-
ing, under 21 clubs, dance clubs,
fitness centers. Here, what teens do
on a weekend is go to the football
game, and then they party.”

But, the local marijuana indus-
try adds another level of concern.

“The marijuana culture has
been illegal, so everyone involved
around that culture is doing some-
thing [illegal],” she said. “Secrecy
becomes a norm. It can make it
easier to do things that are outside
the social norms because you’re
already involved.”

Rensenbrink cites several fac-
tors as her inspiration for the series.

“I was a wild child myself
growing up and, being a social
worker, of course I’m interested in
people’s problems,” she said. “Other
things I wanted to point out have
to do with my own values around
diversity.”

“But,” she adds, “my values
around friendship are a big reason
behind why I wrote [the series].
Friendship around girls and women
has really touched my heart.”

Asked to describe her writing
process, Rensenbrink said, “I run
in the morning and it seems that’s
where I get my best ideas.”

She adds: “I had these set
ideas about how the characters will
develop, but then the characters took
on a life of their own. I love fantasy
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brings life to fiction

life.”

A fourth and final book is in the
works. Rensenbrink says it will bring
all of her characters into adulthood.

“The idea is basically that
there’s a lot of ways to do life and
they’re all valid,” she said.

Without the requisite contacts
in the publishing world, Rensen-
brink’s series has achieved only

limited marketing success.

“But, I believe that we all have
a light to shine and a self to express
and I got to do mine by doing this,”
she said. “I think it’s got to be about
you saying what you have to say,
versus where that’s going to go.
Then you’re satisfied.”

Rensenbrink will be signing
the latest book in her series, “Shelby

and Charlie Forever,” on Wednesday,
Nov. 12, at 6 p.m. at the Illinois Val-
ley branch of Josephine Community
Libraries.

Books one and two are titled,
respectively, “Livin’ the Life” and
“The Besties Grow Up.” All three
titles are expected to be available
for borrowing in time for the book
signing.
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Nicole Rensenbrink with her new book Forever.

Lasco, Cal spoil Mannion’s night, beat Oregon St

Yy
Jim Beseda

AP Sports Writer

CORVALLIS, Ore. (AP) — Jared Goff
threw a 10-yard touchdown pass to Chris Harp-
er for the go-ahead score with 8:42 remaining
Saturday night, rallying Cal to a 44-31 win over
Oregon State.

Daniel Lasco rushed for a career-high 188
yards on 30 carries and scored on touchdown
runs of 14, 21 and 15 yards to help the Bears (5-
4, 3-4 Pac-12) snap a three-game losing streak
and move within a game of becoming bowl eli-
gible.

The comeback spoiled a record-setting

performance for Oregon State’s Sean Man-
nion, who completed 30 of 45 passes for 320
yards and became the Pac-12’s all-time passing
leader.

Mannion, who entered the game needing
194 yards to break former USC quarterback
Matt Barkley’s record of 12,327 yard, complet-
ed passes to seven different receivers, but the
Beavers (4-4, 1-4) suffered their third consecu-
tive loss.

The Bears came into game ranked fourth
in the nation in passing yards, averaging 371.5
yards a game, but kept OSU off balance with a
running game that racked up a season-high 269
yards on 47 carries.

Goff completed 24 of 47 passes for 277

yards, marking the first time in seven games
that he had thrown for fewer than 300 yards.

Trailing 27-10 in the third quarter, Man-
nion guided Oregon State on three consecutive
touchdown drives, taking a 31-27 lead on Ter-
ron Ward’s 16-yard run with 12:02 to play.

Following Harper’s touchdown, Oregon
State’s bid to reclaim the lead ended when Ca-
leb Coleman intercepted a Mannion pass at the
Beavers’ 29 with 7:48 to play, setting up a 47-
yard James Langford field goal.

The Oregon State offense sputtered in the
first quarter as the Beavers ran 14 plays that net-
ted 70 yards and as many punts (three) as first
downs and they crossed midfield for the first
time when Storm Woods broke a 49-yard run

on the first play of the second quarter that took
the ball to the 3.

Mannion then hit tight end Rahmel Dock-
ery slanting right to left with a 3-yard touch-
down pass to take 7-3 lead.

Cal responded with a 10-play, 75-yard
scoring drive, capped by Daniel Lasco’s 14-
yard run over left tackle with 10:05 remaining
in the half.

Three of Oregon State’s four remaining
regular-season games are at home, including
next week’s game against Washington State.

Cal has an off week before returning and
to action Nov. 13 at Southern California. The
Bears close out the regular season with home
games against Stanford and BYU.
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November 14th

Bridgeview Community Church hosting:

Rev. Ricky Edwards

Responding to the Holy Spirit

God has answers for your life.

Evening Services: Fri., Sat., and Sun. @ 7:00pm
Sunday Morning Service @ 10:30am with
potluck to follow. Bring a dish to share (Sunday only)

5181 HOLLAND LOOP RD CJ, OR. 541-592-3923

Winter is coming... Is your RV
ready?

1-4-U RV Repair - We come 2 U

541-592-9905

ALL YOU CAN EAT BREAKFAST
OR ORDER OFF THE MENU

AT THE 1.V. GRANGE

FIRST THREE SUNDAYS OF THE MONTH FROM 8§ A.M. TO 12 NOON.

3763 Holland Loop
541-592-6045

Come play bingo for a chance
to win your holiday turkey.
Many prizes — fun for all ages.
Bring your daubers
(daubers available for sale)

14 rcgu]argamcs

1 sPccial game

L V. Senior Center

SPONSORED BY YOUR
CAVE JUNCTION LIONS CLUB

For more information: call Cori at 541-592-4301 mdina%mxl:gs

]:riday, November 14th

Doors open at 5Pm, first game at 6Fm

1 blacl(out fora complctc
Thanlcsgiving Dinner

520 E. River St., Cave Junction
Doors open at 5pm, first game at 6prfn

Children welcome to join the fun

Food, snacks, and drinks will

Serving the Best Cheeseburger
with an Attitude!

6
BAR & GRILL

KARAOKE

TUESDAY ™oV SUNDAY
NooN ™ CLOSE

Toclith Annual- <

Turkcg Bingo

be available for purchase.

RIB-EYE MADNESS NOV. 14, @ 5

12235 Redwood Hwy « Wonder, OR
541-476-8990

FRIDAY

SERVING
COCKTAILS

CAN'T WAIT TO SEE
AND HEAR ALL OF YOU




