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No. 9 Oregon defeats Washington 45-20

Anne M. Peterson
AP Sports Writer

EUGENE, Ore. (AP) — While Oregon’s
coaches believe something has clicked for
Royce Freeman in the past two games, the
Ducks’ true freshman running back considers
his recent success more a natural progression.

Freeman ran for 169 yards and four touch-
downs on Saturday night as No. 9 Oregon ex-
tended its winning streak over Washington to
11 games with a 45-20 victory.

“A turning point?” Freeman asked. “I’'m
just trying to go every each and every week and
improve and get a breakthrough. I’'m just trying
as hard as I can.”

Marcus Mariota threw for 336 yards and
two touchdowns for the Ducks (6-1, 3-1 Pac-
12), who won their second straight game as
they distance themselves from a loss at home to
Arizona on Oct. 2.

Freeman’s four TDs were the most rushing
touchdowns in a single game for a Duck since
Kenjon Barner had five against USC in 2012.

“You saw some of his elusiveness that was
legendary in fall camp,” said coach Mark Hel-
frich, who said Freeman is playing freer.

Offensive coordinator Scott Frost said
Freeman has turned a corner after becoming the
team’s first 100-yard rusher with 121 yards and
two touchdowns in Oregon’s victory last week-
end against UCLA.

“If he just runs downhill — as big and as
strong as his is — he’s a force,” Frost said.

Cameron Van Winkle hit a pair of field
goals for Washington (5-2, 1-2), which hasn’t
defeated Oregon since the 2003 season. Sopho-
more Cyler Miles struggled to find a rhythm,
throwing for 147 yards and a touchdown with
an interception and a fumble.

“That’s very tough. It’s a rivalry. Some
people don’t think its rivalry, but it is a rivalry
and it means a lot. It means a lot to us and we
really wanted this game but unfortunately, the
Ducks prospered today,” Huskies receiver Jay-
don Mickens said. “They were the better team
today so hats off to them.”

Oregon celebrated the 20th anniversary
of “The Pick,” Kenny Wheaton’s 97-yard in-
terception return for a game-saving touchdown
over the Huskies in 1994 that helped send the
Ducks to their first Rose Bowl in 37 years.

Many Oregon fans believe that play was
the spark for the Ducks’ rise to national promi-
nence.

Oregon players wore bright green throw-
back jerseys with yellow pants in commemora-
tion of The Pick, and Wheaton himself retraced
the path of his interception sitting on the back
of a bright green motorcycle in pregame cer-
emonies.

“The atmosphere of this game, everything
we paid homage to, is really cool, “ Mariota
said. “These are the reasons why you come back
to school, is to enjoy experiences like this.”

Washington’s opening series was capped

by Van Winkle’s 33-yard field goal. After Or-
egon went ahead on Freeman’s 37-yard touch-
down run up the middle, the Huskies narrowed
it with Van Winkle’s 40-yard field goal.

Early in the second quarter Oregon went
for it on fourth down and Freeman scored on a
3-yard option pitch from Mariota to make it 14-
6. The Ducks extended the lead with Freeman’s
1-yard touchdown.

Oregon kicker Matt Wogan missed a 33-
yard field goal wide left, but Erick Dargen in-
tercepted Miles on Washington’s ensuing series
and two plays later Mariota hit Byron Marshall
with a 23-yard touchdown pass to make it 28-
6.

It was Miles’ first interception of the sea-
son.

Dwayne Stanford leaped above two de-
fenders to pull down a 16-yard touchdown pass
from Mariota that put the Ducks up 35-6 in the
third quarter.

Washington scored its first touchdown of
the game with 4:45 left in the third when Miles
connected on a 3-yard scoring pass to Deontae
Cooper to make it 35-13.

Freeman’s fourth TD came on 3-yard run
early in the fourth before Washington replaced
Miles with redshirt freshman Troy Williams,
who capped his first college drive with a 7-yard
keeper to make it 42-20.

Freeman appeared to get his fifth touch-
down on a 2-yard run late, but a holding pen-
alty on the offense called it back. The Ducks
settled for Wogan’s 26-yard field goal for the

final margin.

“Royce is Royce,” Mariota said. “I don’t
know how to explain it. He’s done amazing
things all year.”

Oregon finished with 218 yards rushing,
and 554 total yards of offense.

“I could only see what you guys can see.
It was too easy,” Huskies coach Chris Petersen
said of the Ducks’ ground game. “They’re very
good at running the ball and they’re one of the
top teams in the country in terms of doing those
things. If you can’t somehow slow them down
and make them a little bit one dimensional, it’s
going to be problems.”

Mariota needed just one more touchdown
to pass Stanford’s Andrew Luck (82) for fifth
on the Pac-12’s career list. Mariota has 19 pass-
ing touchdowns and five rushing scores this
season.

The Huskies were coming off a 31-7 rout
of California last Saturday in Berkeley. Miles
threw for 273 yards and three touchdowns, and
Shaq Thompson returned a fumble 100 yards
for a score.

Oregon’s last outing was the 42-30 re-
bound victory over the Bruins, which popped
the Ducks back into the top 10 after their loss to
Arizona the previous week.

Overall, Washington still owns a 58-44-
5 advantage in the series that goes back 113
years.
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Laurel Cemetery Mobile Repair
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e —_— "l come to you " RESTORATION PROVIDE A
iOctober Plot Sale & CO ;
|_|_|S|ON LiFe-TimE
$750.00 value $ 20 H s L - - WA‘\'_?R_ALVIY_ - a

RESTORATION = CoLLISION - REFURBISHING
WOoRK WITH ALL INSURANCE OR SELF-PAY
45 Years EXPERIENCE

541-592-3990 220 Watkins St. Cave Junction

‘'KERBY GENERAL STORE

NOW OFFER FROZEN FOODS, BREAKFAST SANDWICHES,
HARVEST & TRIMMING SUPPLIES
BUTANE AVAILABLE!

BEER o SNACKS o TOYS
FIREWOOD e ICE & MORE

1090 Laurel Road

592-6990 WHERE CUSTOMER

Did You Know? SATISFACTION IS PARAMOUNT.
= Our local cemetery operates primarily on your donations

Your donation is tax deductible

415-5298

Serving Grants Pass and the lllinois Valley areas

ARE YOU SEARCHING FOR A

UNIQUE CHRISTMAS GIFT?
DON'T miss

ST, PATRICK'S
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Friday & Saturday Oct. 31 & Nov. 1

9AM - 4PM « 407 W River Street

Featuring local Valley artists, homemade pies
and holiday treats, plus Country Store with a
variety of gifts, Christmas decorations and

fabrics by the yard that will put you in the
Holiday Spirit. Also serving Breakfast and

KARAOKE

EVERY
FRIDAY

SERVING
COCKTAILS

CAN’T WAIT TO SEE
AND HEAR ALL OF YOU

[ LoNGER HOURS! |
7:00 AM - 9:00 PM * MON. to SAT.
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM ¢ SUNDAYS

. 541.529-4903 |
STRETCH YOUR EBT DOLLARS!

Will be returning for the monthly clinic
to their Cave Junction location at the

JEFFERSON STATE TRADING POST
NOVEMBER 6 & 18

LocATED soutH oF CAVE JUNCTION AT 27893 REpDWoOD Hwy

10% ofr ART SUPPLIES & FABRIC

FEATURING HANDMADE YARD ART, COMPTER-PART JEWELRY,
DrawiNGs, PAINTINGS, FaBriC DoLLs, FLower CLIPS AND MORE.

For more Information Call 541-592-5373
¥ 24342-B REDWOOD HWY, KERBY ¢ NEXT TO KERBYMART

IF YOU ARE TIRED OF BEING TREATED WITH PILLS, STOP BY AND SIGN-UP TODAY.
For more information, please call 1.800.284.2866 or visit
southernoregonalternativemedicine.com




