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Blazers look to build on solid foundation

Anne M. Peterson
AP Sports Writer

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — Not a whole
lot has changed for the Portland Trail Blazers.

The starting five — LaMarcus Aldridge,
Damian Lillard, Robin Lopez, Nicolas Batum
and Wesley Matthews — are all returning to a
team that won 54 games and advanced to the
Western Conference semifinals last season.

Most of the Blazers’ bench is likewise
back. The only two additions the team made
in the offseason were center Chris Kaman and
guard Steve Blake.

In other words, the Blazers aren’t fixing
what isn’t broken. They’re just going to work
on the details — which include convincing the
rest of the NBA that they’re legit.

“I think we can be good — we can be re-
ally, really good,” Matthews said. “I think we
deserve to be talked (about) as contenders in the
West. I really believe that.”

It starts with Aldridge, who averaged ca-
reer highs with 23.2 points and 11.1 rebounds

per game in the regular season, joining just two
other players to finish in the top 10 in both scor-
ing and rebounding. He upped his scoring out-
put to 26.1 points per game in the playoffs.

Lillard averaged 20.7 points and 5.6 as-
sists as he continued to skew the NBA growth
curve after jumping from Weber State to Rook-
ie of the Year to All-Star over two seasons. But
the 6-foot-3 point guard’s profile really took off
after his series-clinching 3-pointer with 0.9 sec-
onds left against Houston to propel the Blazers
to the second round of the playoffs for the first
time in 14 years.

Adding Kaman to spell Lopez will help
give the Blazers more interior scoring power,
while Blake will provide veteran stability at
the point when Lillard rests. The two additions
should also help Portland’s bench produce more
points, something that has hurt the team the last
two seasons.

The Blazers also need to continue to fo-
cus on their defense, which was ranked 16th in
the league last season. That was up from 25th
the season before, so coach Terry Stotts will be
looking to build on the changes that made a dif-
ference.

“We need to be a better defensive team.
We need to realize what made us a good offen-
sive team and stick with that,” Stotts said. “Af-
ter that, you just play the games.”

Here are a few other things to consider as
the Blazers embark on the 2014-15 season:

ALDRIDGE’S CONTRACT: Aldridge
decided in the offseason to put off signing a
contract extension with the Blazers until next
summer, when he can command a five-year deal
with a max salary. He reiterated at the team’s
media day that he has every intention of stay-
ing in Portland, and the Blazers feel the same:
Owner Paul Allen and general manager Neil Ol-
shey personally visited Aldridge over the sum-
mer to make sure he knows he’s wanted. “It was
just great to be able to sit down with LA and get
a chance to really understand his thinking about
the team,” Allen said.

LILLARD’S RISE: Lillard’s star is rising
so fast that he’s getting his own shoe. Adidas
will unveil the DLillard]l in early 2015, but
Lillard has already been teasing the signature
sneaks on Twitter. It looks as if Lillard’s logo is
a combination of the D and his No. 0, along with
wings that incorporate adidas’ three stripes. Lil-

lard is determined to keep the shoes as reason-
ably priced as possible.

NO ROOKS: The Trail Blazers did not
have a selection is this year’s NBA draft for the
first time since the 1998, so there are no rookies
on the roster. The team’s least experienced play-
ers are guards CJ McCollum and Allen Crabbe,
who both played in Portland last season.

BATUM’S SUMMER VACATION: Ba-
tum didn’t have a whole lot of time off this sum-
mer. After wrapping up the season in Portland,
he joined the French national team for the FIBA
World Cup, where he averaged 14.6 points and
3.1 rebounds per game. His high point came in
a 27-point outburst to lead France to the bronze
medal with a victory over Lithuania.

BLAKE’S BACK: Blake is embarking on
his third tour with the Blazers after signing a
two-year deal with the team this summer. He
last played for Portland from 2007-2010, be-
coming a fan favorite before going on to play
for the Lakers, Clippers and Golden State War-
riors. The 6-foot 4 guard, who will backup Lil-
lard, has averaged 6.9 points, 4.0 assists and 2.2
rebounds over an 11-year NBA career.

Former I.V. News Editor Authors Book about Vic Atiyeh

Carlton, OR—Prior to his passing last July,
former Oregon Governor Vic Atiyeh conducted
a series of interviews with former ///inois Valley
News editor Scott Jorgensen. Those interviews
comprise the bulk of a book, Conversations
with Atiyeh, which was recently published by
Carlton-based Ridenbaugh Press.

Atiyeh, a first-generation American of
Middle Eastern descent, served in the Oregon
Legislature for 20 years prior to being elected
governor in 1978. His stint included terms in
both the Oregon House and the Senate. Atiyeh
remains the last Republican to have been gover-

nor of the state, and left office at the end of his
second term in 1987.

Jorgensen, 34, started as a county govern-
ment reporter for the //linois Valley News in late
2006 and became news editor in early 2009. He
also reported for other media outlets throughout
Southern Oregon. Jorgensen currently works in
the Oregon Senate.

“I’ve been reading a lot of Oregon history
throughout the past couple of years, and recog-
nized the need for more books on our former
governors,” Jorgensen said. “There are multiple
works about Tom McCall and Mark Hatfield,

but I felt that I had a unique opportunity to learn
what I could from Governor Atiyeh.”

The two began conducting interviews ear-
lier this year. Those three hour-long interviews
cover a variety of topics, including Atiyeh’s
lifelong involvement with the Boy Scouts, his
experience in student government at Portland’s
Washington High School, his time playing foot-
ball for the University of Oregon Ducks, and
the lessons he learned from decades of public
service. During one section of the interviews,
Atiyeh discusses his encounters with various
former U.S. Presidents, including Gerald Ford,

George H.W. Bush and Ronald Reagan.

Oct. 28, Jorgensen will be speaking at the
Josephine County Fourth Tuesday Republican
Get Together, which starts at 6 p.m. at Black
Bear Diner, 1900 NW 6th St.

Conversations with Atiyeh is available on
amazon.com.

For more information, visit http://www.
ridenbaugh.com/index.php/ridenbaugh-book-
store/conversations-with-atiyeh/ or www.face-
book.com/conversationswithatiyeh.
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TS No OR05000101-14-1 APN R329127/39-
07-31-C0-000205-00 TO No 8461087 TRUST-
EE’S NOTICE OF SALE Reference is made to
that certain Trust Deed made by, Merl Forest
Winter, Surviving Trustee of The Mer-Cor Trust,
dated January 3, 1997 as Grantor to Fidelity Na-
tional Title Insurance Co. as Trustee, in favor
of Countrywide Bank, FSB as Beneficiary and
recorded on April 18, 2008 as Instrument No.
2008-006529 of official records in the Office of
the Recorder of Josephine County, Oregon to-
wit: APN: R329127/39-07-31-C0-000205-00
LOTS 5 AND 6 OF MEADOWLARK SUBDI-
VISION, JOSEPHINE COUNTY, OREGON,
ACCORDING TO THE OFFICIAL PLAT
THEROF, RECORDED IN VOLUME 6, PAGE
42, PLAT RECORDS. Commonly known as:
5336 Holland Loop Road, Cave Junction, OR
97523 Both the Beneficiary and the Trustee
have elected to sell the said real property to
satisfy the obligations secured by said Trust
Deed and notice has been recorded pursuant to

Jackson/Josephine/Klamath
Schools Seek Disabled Students

On an ongoing basis, school districts in
Jackson, Josephine, and Klamath counties con-
duct Child Find activities to locate disabled
children, birth to 21 years of age, who are not
currently receiving special education services.
Each district wants to find and evaluate the skills
of children within its boundaries who have se-
rious physical, educational, emotional, mental,
or learning problems so that appropriate educa-
tional programs may be provided. Such servic-
es must be provided for disabled students under
federal and state law. The rights of parents and

County

PUBLIC NOTICE

Section 86.735(3) of Oregon Revised Statutes.
The default for which the foreclosure is: A Bor-
rower dies and the Property is not the principal
residence of at least one surviving borrower.
By this reason of said default the Beneficiary
has declared all obligations secured by said
Trust Deed immediately due and payable, said
sums being the following, to-wit: The sum of
$146,456.25 together with interest thereon from
November 28, 2013 until paid; plus all accrued
late charges thereon; and all Trustee’s fees,
foreclosure costs and any sums advanced by the
Beneficiary pursuant to the terms of said Trust
Deed. Wherefore, notice hereby is given that,
the undersigned Trustee will on 2/6/2015 at
the hour of 01:00 PM, Standard of Time, as es-
tablished by Section 187.110, Oregon Revised
Statues, at the front door to the Josephine Coun-
ty Courthouse, 500 NW 6th Street Grants Pass,
OR 97526 County of Josephine, sell at public
auction to the highest bidder for cash the inter-
est in the said described real property which the

Grantor had or had power to convey at the time
of the execution by him of the said Trust Deed,
together with any interest which the Grantor or
his successors in interest acquired after the ex-
ecution of said Trust Deed, to satisfy the fore-
going obligations thereby secured and the costs
and expenses of sale, including a reasonable
charge by the Trustee. Notice is further given
that any person named in Section 86.753 of Or-
egon Revised Statutes has the right to have the
foreclosure proceeding dismissed and the Trust
Deed reinstated by payment to the Beneficiary
of the entire amount then due (other than such
portion of said principal as would not then be
due had no default occurred), together with the
costs, Trustee’s or attorney’s fees and curing
any other default complained of in the Notice of
Default by tendering the performance required
under the obligation or Trust Deed, at any time
prior to five days before the date last set for sale.
In construing this notice, the masculine gender
includes the feminine and the neuter, the singu-

PUBLIC NOTICE

special education laws can be reviewed at the
special education office within the local school
districts.

For information contact: Ashland — 482-
2438; Butte Falls — 865-3563; Central Point
—494-6231; Eagle Point — 830-6196; Medford
— 842-3628; Phoenix-Talent — 535-7522; Pine-
hurst — 482-1910; Prospect — 560-3653; Rogue
River — 582-6003; Three Rivers — 862-3111;
Grants Pass — 474-5700; Klamath Falls City
— 883-4745; Klamath County — 851-8759.

Se buscan estudiantes incapacitados en
las escuelas de los condados de Jackson, Jospe-
hine, y Klamath

Continuadamente, los distritos escolares
de los condados de Jackson, Josephine y Klam-
ath dirigen actividades “Child Find” (Encuentra
Nifios) para localizar nifios incapacitados recién
nacidos hasta los 21 afios de edad, que actual-
mente no reciben servicios de la educacion es-
pecial. La meta de los distritos es identificar y
evaluar las habilidades de nifios dentro de sus
fronteras, los cuales tienen serios problemas
fisicos, emocionales, mentales o del apren-
dizaje para provenir servicios apropiados. Bajo
las leyes estatales y federales, esta requerida la
provision de estos servicios. Se puede revisar
los derechos de los padres de familia y las leyes

lar includes plural, the word “Grantor” includes
any successor in interest to the Grantor as well
as any other persons owing an obligation, the
performance of which is secured by said Trust
Deed, the words “Trustee” and “Beneficiary”
includes their respective successors in interest,
if any. Dated: September 29, 2014 First Ameri-
can Title Insurance Company By: CINDY EN-
GEL, AUTHORIZED SIGNOR

First American Title Insurance Company c/o
TRUSTEE CORPS 17100 Gillette Ave, Irvine,
CA 92614 949-252-8300 FOR SALE INFOR-
MATION PLEASE CALL: Priority Posting and
Publishing at 714-573-1965 Website for Trust-
ee’s Sale Information: www.priorityposting.
com THIS COMMUNICATION IS FROM A
DEBT COLLECTOR AND IS AN ATTEMPT
TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMA-
TION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE. P1114991 10/15, 10/22,
10/29, 11/05/2014

de la educacion especial en las oficinas de la
educacion dentro de los distritos escolares lo-
cales.

Informes a: Ashland — 482-2438; Butte
Falls — 865-3563;

Central Point — 494-6231; Eagle Point —
830-6196; Medford — 842-3628; Phoenix-Tal-
ent — 535-7522; Pinehurst — 482-1910; Prospect
— 560-3653; Rogue River — 582-6003; Three
Rivers — 862-3111; Grants Pass — 474-5700;
Klamath Falls City — 883-4745; Klamath Coun-
ty — 851-8759.



