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Letters to the Editor

Illinois Valley News welcomes Letters to the Editor.
Please e-mail them to
dan@illinois-valley-news.com

POLICY ON LETTERS:

‘Illinois Valley News’ encourages letters to the editor provided they
are legible and not libelous or scurrilous. All letters must be signed,
including name, address and telephone number. The latter need not
be published, but will be used to verify authenticity. The “News”
reserves the right to edit letters. Letters are used at the discretion of
the publisher.
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(Editor’s Note: Views and commentary, including statements
made as fact are strictly those of the letter writers.)

Oregon Caves Expansion a Good Idea

I write this letter to the editor in support of the proposed
Oregon Caves National Monument Expansion. Over 50 Illinois
Valley businesses support this proposal and 1 was hopeful that
the city which proudly proclaims itself “Cave Junction, Home
of the Oregon Caves” would happily support at no cost to them
this simple transfer of federal property from one federal agency
to another. The basic premise of my presentation to civic and
governmental organizations is to illustrate historical precedence.
Cave Junction was built as a direct result of the need to provide
goods and services for visitors to the caves. City and businesses
leaders of the past did not turn their backs on the thousands of
visitors to the caves, but worked with various levels of govern-
ment to actively attract more visitors for the obvious mutual
benefits they provided. We now have the opportunity to expand
protection for the Monument’s watershed, which will protect the
cave system itself; and to renovate the 80 year old Chateau, to
improve energy efficiency and upgrade its plumbing and electri-
cal systems. To address one of the concerns on lodging in town
is that no one will build additional lodging in Cave Junction,
before there was an increased demand for it. That’s not how the
world works and if it did, it would already have been built or
renovated.
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In closing, because of the broad base of business support
both here and throughout our region, this legislation will move
forward. In August alone, over 2,800 visitors on their way to
the caves, stopped at the 1.V. Visitor Center. They did not come
here to see our version of forest management practices. An ex-
panded monument will occupy a larger spot on the state map
and increase family friendly recreational opportunities, which in
turn has them stay longer. The Grants Pass Courier endorses this
because Grants Pass can and will take advantage of our visitors
lodging there until we as a community recognize what this can
do for our local economy here which in turn improves our public
safety. Remember, we are Cave Junction, home to the Oregon
Caves.

Greg Walter,
Cave Junction

Reader supports 17-63

Eric and I would like to reach out to our greater community
and speak about the importance of the upcoming Freedom from
Pesticides Vote 17-63. We feel so grateful that all of us have the
opportunity to vote on this history-making monumental matter.
This vote will help safeguard our food security, water purity, and
ecological sanity for the place where we all call home. “I am
ready for peace, | am ready for sanity”. Sing it loud.

This vote is especially important to our farm. We have been
practicing organic standards for raising honeybees for the past
13 years. We are engaged in a dialogue with organic and bio-
dynamic certifiers interested in assisting us in certifying our bee
farms. The difficulty with such lies in the fact that bees are no-
torious trespassers. There are point sources of pollution in our
area that can be avoided, but there are also non-point sources
of pollution. The most serious non-point source pollution in
our county is the spraying of herbicides by government entities
associated with road maintenance and development, as well as
spraying of timber lands after over-harvest by corporate logging
companies. These two activities, both of which would be pro-

hibited by passing 17-63, are the largest threats to our clean envi-
ronment around us. To certify a honeybee forage area as organic,
it must not contain any point sources of pollution, and the non-
point sources must be considered and their threat evaluated. If
we pass this measure, the two most pervasive sources of chemi-
cal spraying on the landscape will be removed, clearing the way
for organic certification of portions of our landscape that include
adequate amounts of wild forage land. Aside from the real gem
safeguarding our children’s future, this also would be an excit-
ing opportunity to certify our beekeeping operation as organic,
something that no one in the United States has done as of yet.

Hey, for all your information, this vote will not limit your
ability to buy over the counter pesticides. The only pesticides it
will restrict are the totally nasty ones that you have to sign up for
to even acquire. Those chemicals are likely used by the big tim-
ber companies and governmental road side spray. This vote will
put a stop to the worst chemicals used on the public lands where
our honeybees roam. For our family and our apiaries, this means
real safety that bees have a chance to survive in this valley. In
most of the Colony Collapse Disorder research and the honeybee
die off information, results say it is the pesticides that are killing
them. Specifically pesticides called Neonicotinoids, or “neon-
ics,” are weakening the health of honeybee colonies and causing
illness and death among colonies, as well as, loss of navigation
and colony contamination. How many times do we have to hear
that nearly 1/3 of all honeybees in this country have perished in
just a few years, and honeybees pollinate 1/3 of all the food we
eat. Some say that honeybees are the canary in the coal mine so
to speak, their decline in population should serve as a warning to
all that we have to drastically change our ways and exposure to
chemicals if we are to survive.

Our children, all of our children and our children’s children,

need freedom from pesticides. Farm on! Yours truly,
Joy and Eric McEwen
Cave Junctiton

Obituaries

Louis Franklin *“Lou”
Chauvin, age 73, of Cave Junction, died

other responsibilities. In later years, he was
a realtor at Junction Realty.
Lou will be remembered as a kind and

In remembrance,
Larry & Pat Braden,
Cave Junction

Wednesday, September 10, 2014 of compli-
cations from Parkinson’s Disease. He was
a resident of the Illinois Valley for over 40
years.

A memorial service to celebrate his life
was held on Saturday, September 13, 2014
at his home, Doo-Dah Farm in Takilma, Or-
egon. Illinois Valley Funeral Directors are
in charge of arrangements.

Please sign the family guest book at
www.sincel928hull.com.

Lou was born on December 19, 1940
to Helen & Louis Chauvin and spent his
childhood in Orange County. He served
honorable in the United States Navy and
then graduated from Cal State Fullerton
and, finally, UC Santa Barbara, where he
studied Philosophy. In 1972 he and his
family moved to the Illinois Valley along
with four other families, and together they
created an alternative living community af-
fectionately called Doo-Dah.

As a long time Valley resident, he
was engaged in many local projects, such
as tree planting, the Dome School, the 1. V.
Medical Center, and the County Planning
Commission. In the 1980°s he worked at
Mountain Energy where he was involved
in siting alternative energy projects among

loving father and a generous friend. Ever
the philosopher, he was known for having a
wise word or curious fact to suit most any
topic.

He is survived by his daughter, Melissa
Pennings, his son, Pablo Chauvin, his three
grandsons, Jasper, Finn and Cato Pennings,
and his extended family of loving friends.

In Memory

‘Wow, how time flies by, September 28,
three (3) years ago my father passed away
here in Cave Junction. His name was Rob-
ert (Bob) Braden. You might have known
him playing country music, as a ham radio
operator (W7LEV) , selling /buying many
cars, having lunch at the senior meal site,
at the local American Legion Post# 70 or at
the IV Senior Center.

The list could go on and on, as he lived
in this valley over 46 years! Of course I
knew him for over 65 years and loved every
minute of it. Even when he was “ correct-
ing “ me with the belt for doing something
wrong. Dad, we (Pat, Heather, Bob & I) do
miss, love and think about you all the time.
This once great country will never see a
better father, husband, veteran or friend.

ILLINOIS VALLEY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

WWW.SINCE1928HULL.COM

541-592-4110

Save The Date

Sept. 19

Friday, September 19
the I.V. Garden Club will
have the first meeting of the
season at Immanuel Meth-
odist Church 200 W. Wat-
kins, Cave Junction. Social
time is 12:30.p.m.; Call
to Order is 1:00 p.m. Dr.
Christine Peralta Gardiner,
a native Oregonian, will
present a talk on Genus lili-
um with an overview of the
classification of true lilies
for garden cultivation with
emphasis on our local wild
species. There will be inter-
esting items for sale in The
Country Store, and informa-
tive discussions on current
gardening problems. Come
enjoy!

Sept. 20
Takilma Folk Fair-
Bluegrass and Folk Music
Featuring: Patrick Dodd,

Wompus Cat, The Broth-
ers Reed, and The IV String
Band, Lonesome Road, The
Tin Man Project, and Joanne
Rand.

Artisian Crafters and
Farmers Market, Local
Food and Drink.

A Community Sustain-
ability Faire fostering Local
Art, Agriculture, and Com-
munity Connection.

This is a FREE event.
No entrance fee. Vehicle
Parking - $5 For Informa-
tion Contact Stephanie:
foxonrocks@gmail.com or
call 541-592-9748 Satur-
day, September 20 ¢ 10 a.m.
— 6 p.m.

Sept. 27
Heirloom Ornaments
Class Is Back Again Sep-
tember 27 at the Guild Gal-
lery in Kerby
The class that earned

For more listings go to www.ivcalendar.org

rave reviews last year, Mak-
ing Heirloom Ornaments, is
back again this year -- Sep-
tember 27 from 11:00 am
to 2:00 p.m. in the South-
ern Oregon Guild’s Gallery
at the RCC Kerby Campus
(the Belt Building) in Ker-
by.

The Heirloom Orna-
ments class, presented by
Lea Berleau, who has been
building her own amazing
collection of holiday orna-
ments since she was eight
years old, last year yielded
multiples of gorgeous orna-
ments for all participants.

Lea and sister, Jean
Robertson, collect materials
all year so there’s a multi-
tude of different shiny and
colorful objects with which
to decorate a small styro-
foam globe. Lea shares the
techniques she has devel-
oped over the years and

both sisters offer design
ideas and help, if needed.
Class fee is $30 per
adult; $50 for one adult and
a child (preferably 10 or
older); $60 for one adult
and two children. Materi-
als are included. Class size
is limited and it’s already
almost half full, so early
registration and payment is
recommended.

Pay by cash, check or
credit card at the Guild in
the Belt Building in Kerby
or by credit card online at
http://southernoregonguild.
org . You can also call the
Guild at 541-592-5019 to
get you name on the list
or mail a check payable to
Southern Oregon Guild to
P.O. Box 1596, Cave Junc-
tion, OR 97523.

Oct. 28
Rogue Community College,

in partnership with Col-
lege Dreams, are excited
to announce the 7th annual
“College Night in Oregon”
(CNO) events on Tuesday,
October 28th, 2014. CNO
presents a unique opportu-
nity for us as educators to
promote post-high school
attendance at any college,
to Rogue Valley high school
seniors and juniors. Attend-
ees will learn much needed
information about admis-
sions, financial aid, and
scholarships to assist them
(and their parents) in mak-
ing that all-important transi-
tion to higher education.
This year, we are of-
fering THREE locations;
RCC’s Redwood Campus
in Grants Pass, RCC’s Riv-
erside Campus in Medford,
and Illinois Valley High
School in Cave Junction.
Free pizza and soda will

be provided to those who
register on-site from 5:15
to 5:45 p.m. At the close of
the evening, there will be
a drawing for at least two
$500 dollar scholarships
at each location! Scholar-
ship recipients can use this
scholarship toward future
expenses at any college or
university of their choosing

Ongoing

Healing Hearts and
Hooves, therapeutic horse-
back riding program has
begun our 2014 season.
Sunday classes at 9:30
a.m., 10:45 a.m. and 12:30
p-m. @ 4411 Holland Loop
Drive, Cave Junction. Call
541-659-1798 or 541-596-
2272 for volunteer or stu-
dent information.
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