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The secret’s out about
RB Royce Freeman

Anne M. Peterson
AP Sports Writer

Freshman running back
Royce Freeman made his an-
ticipated debut for the No. 3
Oregon Ducks and showed a
glimpse of the talent that was
kept behind closed doors all
summer.

Poised and confident, the
6-foot, 229-pound back is so
far handling all the expecta-
tions heaped on him as a five-
star recruit.

Freeman ran for 75 yards
and two touchdowns on just 10
carries for the Ducks in Satur-
day’s 62-13 victory over South
Dakota. He also caught a pass
for 11 yards.

There was a lot of buzz
about Freeman during camp
but the praise came from
coaches and teammates since
the Ducks practice in private.

Out of high school in
Southern California, he had
drawn early comparisons to
former Oregon backs LeGar-
rette Blount and Jonathan
Stewart. He wears No. 21 for
the Ducks, which was worn
by former standout LaMichael
James.

Freeman said he tuned
out all of the hype leading into
the opener.

“It didn’t affect me at all.
I try not to pay attention to any
of that, tune it out. Coach Cam
(running backs coach Gary
Campbell) does a great job of
keeping us focused,” Freeman
said. “I wasn’t really aware of
it. We pay attention to what we
have to do.”

Freeman and the rest of
the Ducks’ offense will be test-
ed on Saturday when they host
No. 7 Michigan State and the
Spartans’ stout defense. The
defending Big Ten champions,
who went 13-1 last season,
easily took care of Jackson-
ville State 45-7 in their opener
last Friday night and moved
up a spot in this week’s AP
Top 25.

Last season, Stanford’s
vaunted defense helped pave
the way for a 26-20 victory
at home over the Ducks dur-
ing the regular season. But the
Cardinal went on to face the
Spartans in the Rose Bowl,
falling 24-20.

Oregon showed glimpses
in the season opener of the
“three-headed monster” op-
tion of running backs Byron
Marshall, Thomas Tyner and
Freeman.

For more
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phone:

800-922-1025

Together the three ac-
counted for 412 yards of of-
fense and four touchdowns
against South Dakota.

Marshall was the Ducks’
top receiver with 138 yards
and two touchdowns, while
rushing for 90 yards on eight
carries. Tyner had 11 carries
for 64 yards.

“We think those guys
are really good players. Byron
had a little bit different role
tonight as more of a hybrid,
downfield threat. That was by
virtue of how they defended
those  formations,” coach
Mark Helfrich said following
the game against the Coyotes.
“I think Royce has that ability,
he just hasn’t been here long
enough to add that next layer
of development to his reper-
toire. Thomas (Tyner) has that.
They’re all just good thumper
running backs.”

Freeman showed two
sides of his ability: He pow-
ered over the goal line for a
1-yard score and then dashed
for a 26-yard TD against the
Coyotes.

He didn’t look nervous.

“I tried to calm myself
out before my first game, es-
pecially it being a late game at
home. I just tried to relax and
not do too much out of my ele-
ment,” he said. “I just wanted
to go out and run as hard as I
could.”

Freeman hails from Im-
perial High School. As a se-
nior, he ran for 2,824 yards
and 41 touchdowns, prompting
offers from Alabama, Florida,
Florida State and Stanford.

Oregon quarterback
Marcus Mariota said he first
noticed Freeman’s ability this
summer.

“He stepped on the cam-
pus with kind of a confidence
that you could tell right away
that he believed in himself that
he could do anything he needed
to do,” Mariota said. “For me,
it was probably in a 7-on-7 this
summer. He caught a little out-
route and cut up real quick and
juked a couple of linebackers
out. I was like, “Wow, that’s
pretty special.” For a guy of his
size to be that elusive and have
the kind of abilities that he has
is pretty special for us.”

Copyright 2014 The As-
sociated Press. All rights re-
served. This material may not
be published, broadcast, re-
written or redistributed.
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Oregon State kicks past Portland State 29-14

Jim Beseda,
Associated Press

CORVALLIS, Oregon (AP)

— While Oregon State coach Mike Riley
was angry at halftime that his team was
struggling against Portland State, his
defense was seething.

The Beavers were down 14-13
going into the break against the Vikings,
facing the prospect of dropping their
opener to a lower division team for the
third time in four seasons.

Instead, the Beavers took out their
anger in the second half, forcing turn-
overs on five of Portland State’s first six
possession of the second half to help
carry the Beavers to a 29-14 come-from-
behind victory over the Vikings.

Oregon State quarterback Sean
Mannion passed for 328 yards and one
touchdown and rushed for another score,
and Garrett Owens added five field goals.
But the key was a Beavers’ defense that
held Portland State to 40 yards total of-
fense in the second half.

“Defensively, the second half we
couldn’t have done much better,” Riley
said. “We played smart, took away what
they were doing against us, and, really,
they tried a million different double
moves and ... we were sound. That was
nice to see.”

“Offensively, it was really sporadic.
We’d make a few plays and then not look
too good. It just didn’t feel good at all.”

Oregon State scored on six of nine
trips inside the red zone, but came away
a bit miffed considering the scores were
a 6-yard touchdown run by Mannion and
five field goals by Owens of 25, 25, 31,
26 and 23 yards.

“It’s about the win,” said Mannion,
who completed 26 of 45 passes. “Our
defense played outstanding and gave us
a lot of extra possessions, and we’ve got
to be able to capitalize when they do that,
especially when we have a short field.

“As the game went on, we kind of
gained momentum. We really got into a
rhythm and kind of had everything going
for us. Certainly, it was far from perfect,
but the win is what matters.”

Portland State backup quarterback
Paris Penn was a force in the first half
when he had five carries for 102 yards

and scored on runs of 58 and 11 yards.
The second touchdown came with 5:38
to play in the half and gave the Vikings a
14-13 lead.

In the second half, the Beavers held
Penn to 10 yards on four carries. They
also intercepted one pass by Portland
starting quarterback Kieran McDonagh,
intercepted another pass from wide
receiver Darnell Adams, and pounced on
three Vikings’ fumbles.

“The first half, I"d like to think it
was a little bit of the first-game jitters,”
Beavers defensive end Dylan Wynn said.
“As you can see, our defense really start-
ed to get in the right direction of where
we should be when it comes to how we’d
like to execute stuff.”

Trailing 6-0, Portland State crossed
midfield for the first time on the first play
of the second quarter when Penn scored
on a 58-yard run to put the Vikings in
front 7-6.

The Beavers answered with a 10-
play, 82-yard scoring drive with Mannion
scoring on a 6-yard run to make it 13-7
with 9:36 to play in the second quarter.
It was Mannion’s second career rushing
touchdown and first since his freshman
season.

Penn put the Vikings back in front
14-13 with 5:38 remaining the half when
he scored on an 11-yard run, capping a
nine-play, 73-yard scoring drive that was
aided by four OSU penalties, including a
late hit out of bounds and a roughing the
passer call.

At halftime, Oregon State had run
37 plays to Portland State’s 27 and had a
285-175 advantage in total offense. The
Beavers also had been penalized 10 times
for 89 yards, while the Vikings were
flagged once for 10 yards.

“It all looked bad, and it had a re-
ally bad feeling for what our team was
about there for a while,” Riley said.
“That’s one of the redeeming things
about the game, in particular, was how
defensively we responded in the second
half, because it was a lot of bad looking
stuff.

“It still wasn’t very pretty in the
second half, but I think we went out with
good intentions. They were pretty mad. I
was pretty mad when I came in, and then
they got madder, so I thought that was

pretty good.”

Portland State opened the second
half with a turnover when wide receiver
Darnell Adams attempted a deep pass
that was intercepted by Oregon State’s
Tyrequek Zimmerman at the Beavers’ 40.

OSU then went 51 yards in eight
plays, setting up a 26-yard field goal by
Owens that put the Beavers back on top,
16-14.

The Beavers forced three more turn-
overs before the end of the third quarter,
including a fumble that set up Mannion’s
23-yard touchdown pass to Woods, and
an interception that set up a 31-yard field
goal by Owens.

“We just hit the self-destruct but-
ton one too many times,” Portland State
coach Nigel Burton said. “Obviously, the
turnovers were the things that changed
the game. But we were resilient, and |
think it is still something we can build off
of even though there is no such thing as
moral victories.”

Oregon State had 505 yards total
offense, while holding Portland State to
215 yards.

“Defensively, it was kind of hodge-
podge early on,” Burton said. “We didn’t
have our headsets the entire game, so we
were guessing personnel and it was real
interesting. Our coaches, I think, set the
tone early, because they didn’t freak out.

“I probably was the worst, because
I couldn’t talk to anybody. But because
our coaches didn’t freak out, our players
didn’t freak out, and they kept playing
and that’s why we were up at half.”

Oregon State had stumbled twice
against FCS teams in recent home open-
ers, losing 29-28 to Sacramento State in
2011 and 49-46 to Eastern Washington
last season.

Portland State fell to 2-31 against
NCAA Division I FBS programs, includ-
ing a 0-13 mark against Pac-12 teams
and a 0-4 record against Oregon State.

Next week, the Beavers play at Ha-
waii, while the Vikings are home against
NCAA Division II Eastern Oregon.

Copyright 2014 The Associated
Press. All rights reserved. This material
may not be published, broadcast, rewrit-
ten or redistributed.
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NEXT TO KERBYMART

We are 24/7, Commercial Free with
LIVE DJ’'s STREAMING WORLD-WIDE!

We have an eclectic mix and welcome your requests.
If your genre of music isn’t being spun, please speak up!

WE CAN STREAM LIVE FROM YOUR SPECIAL EVENT

You can come in to the studio to make announcements

or perform live on the air! Also, our web page hosts an
announcement page for free posting of local events.

CALL TO MIAKE ARRANGEMENTS!

HOPE MOUNTAIN RADIO IS DONATION-BASED
There are no matching grants or underwriters.
YOUR QUESTIONS, COMMENTS & DONATIONS
ARE NEEDED AND ALWAYS APPRECIATED.

CONTACT US AT 541-592-4799

or Write to:
Hope Mountain Radio
PO BOX 185
Cave Junction, Or. 97523

i TO HOPE MOUNTAgy

Thank You for Listening!

Tell Your Friends About Us!



