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Mike Harris ventures into making small, affordable housing

By
Jenna Larkin
1IVN Contributing Writer

With the economy seeing hard
times, people are looking for ways
to live cheaper but still have cer-
tain luxuries. Many are turning to
smaller, more affordable housing.

Mike Harris has been catering
to just those needs for years, mak-
ing furniture at reasonable prices.
However, he has recently expanded
his woodworking knowledge and
has begun to make miniature houses.
These miniature houses are state of
the art, eco-friendly and completely
livable with all the comforts of
home.

Harris starts with a trailer he
sands down, re-paints and makes
sure it is sturdy enough for construc-
tion. From there, he starts from the
bottom and works his way up to
the finished product. He starts with

flooring and works his way to siding.

Then he installs windows and insula-
tion and eventually adds wiring to
each house. On average, it takes him
probably about a month to a month
and a half, depending on the length
of the trailer and how intricate the
house is, to complete.

Harris also does his best to
keep the cost as low as possible.

A miniature house starts at around
$5,000 and goes up depending on
what a customer is looking for. His
goal is to build a good, sturdy and at-
tractive home, but to make it afford-
able as well. One way Harris keeps
costs down is spending a lot of time
looking for good deals on lumber
and other materials that are needed
to complete a miniature house.

“When someone buys one of
my houses I want them to feel proud
of what they have,” said Harris.

He first discovered this idea
about two years ago from a televi-
sion show called “Tiny Houses.”
With these types of houses becoming

more popular, Harris is bringing the
miniature house movement to the
Valley. Harris recently sold his first
miniature house and the ideas have
been flowing ever since.

The size of the house depends
on the size of the trailer that it is
built on. Harris’ most recent house
was eight feet by sixteen feet. With
so many ideas and untapped po-
tential for these houses, Harris has
many future plans.

Some of those plans include
building houses for disaster relief
such as major fires. Harris remem-
bers when the Biscuit Fire was
raging through the Siskiyou Na-
tional Forest in 2002. Many of the
fire crews needed extra buildings
for housing, offices, showers and
places to just relax. These miniature
houses are so versatile that they can
be made to any specification needed
and that’s just what Harris plans
on doing. Not only is he looking to
make houses for people to live in

and for disaster relief, but he also
wants to help the local homeless
population.

“I just thought instead of
people just complaining about the
problem, build them a temporary
place to sleep,” said Harris. “Instead
of normal house amenities, build
bunk beds inside.”

Harris doesn’t just want to see
a place for the homeless to go for the
night to get out of the cold. He also
wants to help them get back on their
feet. With the temporary shelter,
Harris would like to see rules and
regulations that have to be followed.
For instance, you have to be sober
to be able to spend the night in the
house. In exchange for using the
house a person must go to meetings
that will help get them get back on
track to find permanent housing,
clothing and a job.

The first couple of houses that
Harris has sold did not have electric-
ity in them, but he plans on working

with a local licensed electrician and
getting the houses approved to have
electricity, making the houses have
a more home-like feel. Because of
the small size of the houses, Harris
feels that building a full size bath-
room would take up to much room.
So, with some of the houses he plans
on building outhouses to go with the
miniature houses while still keep-
ing the shower and or bath inside. In
keeping with the homey feel, he also
is planning on building furniture to
go inside.

Harris plans on continuing with
building furniture as he has been
for years, but he has found a new
venture he has wanted to pursue for
a while. With each house he builds,
new ideas come to mind and dif-
ferent ways to improve his already
thriving furniture business. For more
information contact Mike Harris at
541-415-0812.

Oregon Evacuation Levels 2014

LEVEL 1: A Level 1

Evacuation means “BE READY” for potential evacuation.

Residents should be aware of the danger that exists in
their area, monitor emergency services websites and local me-
dia outlets for information. This is the time for preparation and
precautionary movement of persons with special needs, mobile
property and (under certain circumstances) pets and livestock. If
conditions worsen, emergency services personnel may contact
you via an emergency notification system.

LEVEL 2:

A Level 2 Evacuation means “BE SET” to evacuate. You
must prepare to leave at a moments notice.

This level indicates there is significant danger to your area,
and residents should either voluntarily relocate to a shelter with
family/friends outside of the affected area, or if choosing to re-
main, to be ready to evacuate at a moment’s notice. Residents
MAY have time to gather necessary items, but doing so is at their
own risk.

THIS MAY BE THE ONLY NOTICE
THAT YOU RECEIVE

Emergency services cannot guarantee that they will be able to
notify you if conditions rapidly deteriorate. Area media services
will be asked to broadcast periodic updates.

LEVEL 3:
A Level 3 Evacuation means “GO” Evacuate NOW

ALL REPAIRS DONE ON SITE!

Tues-Frt 9AM.-6 P.M.
Sar 10 A.M.-4 P.M.
SuN & MoN CLOSED

Tanase

| 23772 REpwooD HIGHWAY
Jowelers  xoox

541-592-4838

ALL YOU CAN EAT BREAKFAST
OR ORDER OFF THE MENU

AT THE I.V. GRANGE

FIRST THREE SUNDAYS OF THE MONTH FROM 8 A.M. TO 12 NOON.

3763 Holland Loop
541-592-6045 or 541-592-4478
r I I | I 1

I.V. Grange Sponsers

“Scholarships For Sports”
THAT

Benefits
Illinois Valley High School

And Lorna Byrne’s Middle
School.

Enchilada dinner with beans, rice, and Drink.

> $8.00 A Plate from 6-Sp.m.
> AT: 3763 Holland Loop Road
> ON: August 8", 2014

Scholarships will help PAY For:

e $150.00 to JOIN a Sport
e $20.00 Physicals
e OR: Equipment Needed

r

Leave immediately!

Danger to your area is current or imminent, and you should
evacuate immediately. If you choose to ignore this advisement,
you must understand that emergency services may not be avail-
able to assist you further. DO NOT delay leaving to gather any
belongings or make efforts to protect your home.

THIS WILL BE THE LAST NOTICE
THAT YOU RECEIVE

Entry to evacuated areas may be denied until conditions are
safe. Area radio and TV stations have been asked to broadcast
periodic updates. Sign up for emergency notification at https://
flashalert.net This document has been reviewed and accepted by
Oregon State Sheriffs’ Association, Oregon State Fire Marshal’s
Office, Oregon Office of Emergency Management, Oregon Fire
Chief’s Association and Oregon Department of Forestry. This
document should be considered an official document for use to
the public on All Hazards Evacuations.

Before wildfire threatens

Evacuation Plan - Print your plan and put it on your re-
frigerator, or put a copy in your disaster supplies kit. Make sure
everyone in your family knows where your kit is. Also keep in
mind that many of these principles apply to all disaster types.

Get a map of your area and make sure everyone in your
family understands the ways in and out of your neighborhood.

Assign tasks to each family member for what to do during
Level 1 (Ready), Level 2 (Set), Level 3 (GO!) evacuations. Print

Lily of the
Desert
- Aloe Vera Gel

this checklist and post it on your refrigerator.

Designate a meeting place — this could be a friend or family
members’ house, or an evacuation shelter.

Choose an out-of-the-area contact person to relay informa-
tion about your welfare to family and friends and to keep your
phone lines open.

House Preparation

Make sure house numbers are visible from the street.

Make sure driveways are wide enough for fire trucks to
enter (10-12 feet wide).

Prepare your defensible space. See the Firewise checklists
and tips.

Disaster Supplies Kit

Keep kits supplied and ready at all times in your home
and in your vehicle. Kits should include, at the minimum, food
and water for each family member for 3 days, battery operated
radio, flashlight and extra batteries, first aid kit, and an extra
set of sturdy clothing for each family member. Don’t forget
medications, as necessary. See the “Be Ready” checklist for
additional kit items.

Assemble pet kits and keep them in your home and ve-
hicle. Include food, water, leashes, carriers, and medications.

Assemble special documents, like birth certificates, social
security cards, legal documents, phone contact lists, fam-
ily photos, household inventory, and any portable valuables
into easily-moved containers that can be loaded into a vehicle
quickly and easily.

Purified
X2 Cleanse

$14.99 |

Real Food NViarket

Special Features Deli

BREAKFAST MENU
Breakfast Waffle $999

Reaular Coffees! Sandwich.........coceeveeerveevecnennne e

! 2 i Itigrain waffles with 1 egg, .

Red $1149 1o SAVE 10% OFF all | | oo ot

Deca Coffees Just Desserts Cakes GRAB-N-GO $6)99

Regular $13.99 Ib. & Cupcakes Hoagies.........c.cceuvvuvemcmuncuncn. ea.
Assorted meats, cheeses, lettuce,

Cakes Reg. $11.99 mayo, mustard. Reg. $3.99 ca.

151079
Cupcakes Reg. $2.49

GRILL MENU

Organic Turkey Burger $ 699
w/side Salad.................ccccuuune.

ea.
P Add your favorite cheese and
Country Natural Tri Tlp Tomatoes $3 79 b condlllment on white or wheat bun.  Reg- $7.99 ea.
No hormones or antibiotics. The best Local, * i | satap case

BBQing roast there is. Makes great Regular Kale Salad $ 699

BB dwiches. al g 0] | Rale dalad........ecininninnllS
Q sandwiches & Mixed! Kale, dried cranberries and pears with Ib.
Reg 929 1b. a lemon poppyseed dressing. Reg $7.99 Ib.

Reg.
JH | 54.69 1. Produce

Groceries

I’

Cantaloupe...........ccccecuenene

Local! Flavorful fruit, low in saturated fat
& sodium, and very low in cholesterol.

19

ea.

Assorted French Fries.
Organic. Non-GMO.
150z t0 20 0z

Honest

Assorted flavors of tea.
Organic. Fair Trade.
Just a tad sweet.

16 fl. oz.

25%

57 i Reg. $3.79 ea.
Angie’s Boom M
ChiCka PO BOO Canned Yerba Mate. Red Gr«::l[.)esr .......... oasensaceasace $ 99

p Revelberry, Enlightenmint, Great for juice, jams and jellies, or
Assorted popcorn. P P ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ Lemon Elation. fresh off the vine, a low-calorie, Ib
Gluten-free, Non-GMO iy 16 1l oz nutritious snack. Reg. 3.29 Ib.
6 oz. Reg. $3.89 Y- Reg. $2.19 B'rOCFOIII........:..................:....$ 79
= ot High vitamin, nutrient-packed veggie,
Reg. $1.69 Alexia perfect addition for your stir fry recipes. Ib.

Luscious and sweet, a tasty and
welcome summer fruit packed with
nutritional benefits.

Red Cherries....................... $ 479
Ib

Meat Specials

Beeler Loin Chops

An air chilled bird. Drown them
in BBQ sauce.

Smart Chicken Drumsticks $6) 09
Ib

Reg. $2.69 Ib. | Wwonderful dinner.

5%

Reg. $6.19 pkg.

Niman Ranch Kentucky
Bourbon

Great tasting sausage dogs. spaghetti.

An all natural pork. Makes for a

Diestel Italian Sausage
An all natural turkey. Great in

Reg. $5.19 Ib.
Bulk
Red Chili Beans................ $149
$4991b Reg. 1.99 Ib. ]- Ib.
Reg. $6.201p. | B1ACK BeAMS.eciumvinnennne, $ O?b
Reg. 1.39 Ib. .
$ /29 .
. | Short Rice.........cccuecueeeeee. $ 9 79
Reg. $4.99 ib. Reg. 2.19 Ib. Ib.
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