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Weather
Watch

Cave Junction

¥V, Thursday, July 17
< Clear

High -- 97 Low -- 57

Vi3 Friday, July 18

s ‘g Clear

e High--93 Low -- 55
V1, Saturday, July 19
3 < Clear
% High-91 Low - 56
V17 Sunday, July 20
s 3 Clear
T High-- 89 Low -- 55

¥V, Monday, July 21
S S Clear
%rls High -- 86 Low -- 54

Tuesday, July 22
Partly Cloudy
High -- 85 Low -- 55

V1, Wednesday, July 23
< Clear
High -- 89 Low -- 55

The End of the Road Weather Report in
O’Brien by Cheryl & Harry Johnson is
unavailable this week.
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TAKE THE CRUD OFF YOUR HOUSE.
GET RID OF MILDEW AND MOLD!

PRESSURE WASHING
CALL NOW FOR AN ESTIMATE

A house should be cleaned every ) - 7 Years.

WALT JUERGENS PAINTING

O41-597-4130
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The Farrier,s CO I'n er: by Ray and Michelle Smith

And the Survey Says...

Did you ever wonder what life is
like in the farrier world? Every year, the
American Farrier’s Association conducts
numerous polls among both full-time and
part-time farriers across the U.S.. The
results are always interesting and some-
times even surprising. Here’s a brief
overview of some polls conducted over
the past four years.

First, what do farriers charge? The
association divided the country into six
regions, collecting regional data as well
as compiling a national average. Oregon
falls into the “far west region” along with
Washington, California and Nevada. In
November of 2013, far west farriers were
reporting the following rates: a full trim
$43.26; a full trim with four new shoes
$114.00; a full trim with four used shoes
reset $109.05. In the fall of 2013, the
national averages were as follows: a full
trim $37.96; a full trim with four new
shoes $108.80; a full trim with four used
shoes reset $103.32. While the far west
region in slightly above the national aver-
age for pricing, southern Oregon remains
below the national and regional averages
with the following rates: a full trim $25
- $35; a full trim with four new shoes $65
- $75; a full trim with four used shoes
reset $60 - $70.
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How often are farriers asked to
work on dangerous animals and how
do they deal with the situation? In a
survey of nearly 300 American farriers,
farriers reported working on an average
of eleven horses per year that required
sedation. Only 10% of those responding
stated that they had no horses requiring
sedation. Without the option of sedation,
53% would refuse to work on the horse.
Given the option of having a veterinar-
ian administer sedation, 60% of farriers
stated they would attempt work on a
difficult horse.

This brings us to the next obvious
question. How do farriers get injured on
the job? The association surveyed 119
farriers regarding injuries that resulted in
lost work time. Of the group, 81.4% had
been shoeing for over ten years. Here’s
what they reported. The horses posed the
greatest hazard, with 52.7% of injuries
directly related to bad behavior. Repeti-
tive motion injuries and strain accounted
for 33.8% of the injuries. 5.4% of farri-
ers reported losing time from work from
injuries related to tool mishaps. 6.8%
suffered injuries from falls and malfunc-
tions of barn equipment not directly
related to shoeing. 1.4% were involved
in auto accidents between stops. 26.1%
lost one to five days from work , while
13.4% lost more than ten days.

Of those surveyed, only one farrier
required emergency responders at the
scene. However, fifteen farriers required
surgery as a result of their injuries. On
a positive note, no one required major
dental work or facial reconstruction on
this survey. It’s happened in the past.
18.6% of injured farriers were treated at
a hospital or E.R.. 32.6% were treated
by a non-E.R. medical professional, 5.4%
required overnight hospitalization and
4.4% were left with a permanent disabil-
ity or handicap.

The most commonly reported
injuries included: severe sprains and
contusions, deep puncture wounds and
lacerations, separated ribs, broken bones,
damaged/ruptured internal organs, spinal
damage, concussions and severed digits.

For those still bold enough to enter
the field, how do farriers learn the trade?
Of 448 farriers surveyed, 68% of full-
time farriers attended a farrier school.
54% served an apprenticeship of at least

Illinois Valley Little League ishosting the
annual Blackberry Festival.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2

24 months with one or more veteran sho-
ers. There was some overlap, as numer-
ous shoers report having completed a
combination of the two.

Of those 448 farriers surveyed,
95% were men. The average age of the
respondents was 54 and the average time
spent at full-time shoeing was 24 years.
They reported performing 1,904 trims
and/or shoeings on 267 horses yearly.
They averaged driving 423 miles per
week for work. Fuel remains the greatest
operating expense for most farriers.

The association also surveyed
part-time farriers on a variety of issues.
They found that 50% of part-time shoers
held one other job, while 39% held two.
75% of part-time farriers had attended
a farrier school, 15% were apprenticed
and 10% were self-taught. When asked
if they would like to move to full-time
farriery within the next five years, 70%
responded “no”.

What kinds of animals do farriers
work on? Nationwide, the most com-
monly worked on animals are backyard
pleasure horses. 94% of farriers in the
far west region reported regularly work-
ing on backyard horses. Trail horses
were the next most common group,
followed by western performance horses,
barrel racers, reiners, miniatures, cutting
horses, sport performance horses and
dressage horses. 43% reported doing
some work on mules and/or oxen while
donkeys were not mentioned. Interest-
ingly, 4% of the shoers in the far west
reported working on zoo animals. Per-
centages change as one moves about the
country. While backyard horses and trail
riders are still the most common clients,
work on hunter/jumpers, dressage horses
and eventers greatly increases as one
moves toward the east coast.

When asked what the top reasons
were for dropping clients, farriers usually
gave lack of payment and badly behaved/
dangerous animals as the top reasons.
Other reasons included: unsafe working
conditions, failure to maintain regularly
scheduled appointments and repetitively
failing to have horses ready when the
farrier arrives.

We hope you’ve enjoyed this little
insight into the lives of farriers. Check
in next month for tips on keeping your
shoeing area safe. Happy trails until
then!
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GREAT FOOD
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ACTIVITIES FOR THE KIDS!!

FISH TACO FRIDAYS
I'T'S WHAT’S FOR DINNER
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Gates open-at 9:30 a.m.
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THE MOST EXCELLENT MEXICAN RESAURANT
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Dos Gringos

100% rating by the JoCo Health Department

541-592-2200
131 N. Redwood Hwy

HANDCRAFTED FOOD & ALE

CAVE JUNCTION, OR.

Iltnois Valley Chamber of Commerce (541)592-3326 « wwwsiskiyoubluegrassfestival, com
20 minutes south from Grants Pass on Hwy. 199 to Selma. Tum left on Lakeshore Drive and follow the signs to Lake Semac's Trout Pavilion




