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Still 11V1ng life to the tullest after nearly
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Bud Winters answered the door with a spring in his step that
resembled a man half his age. At about 5°7”, he stood straight as
an arrow with a smile on his face and had a firm handshake.

Born in 1914, Winters has had a long and fulfilling life and
doesn’t sound like he plans on slowing down anytime soon. Al-
though his parents moved around all through his childhood, Bud
learned the values of life and what it meant to work hard and
earn what you needed. But, that didn’t stop Bud from causing a
little mischief as a tyke.

When he was around four years old, Winters got it into his
head to run away to grandma’s house which was 45 miles away.
With his two old hound dogs in tow, he made it 13 miles before
he crashed for a nap on the side of a dirt road. Bud was found
later that evening with both dogs on either side of him, safe and
sound but a little tired.

When he was an infant, the family packed up and moved
from Oregon and headed to South Dakota where his father owned
a homestead. The family lived there for a few years but ended
up moving around, while still improving on the homestead. Over
the years his family moved from town to town and to different
states, catering to the work his dad did at the time.

At six years old he started attending school, during which
time he stayed with his grandma. He was also lucky enough to
attend grade school until the eighth grade in the early 20’s.

When school was not in session, Winters went home to help
on the family farm. In 1928, at 14 years old, he was responsible
for hauling grain from the thrasher to the elevator in a nearby
town. Winters also had the privilege of herding 2,500 buffalo for
a company called Scottie Phillips Buffalo Ranch. The ranch was
in the process of saving the buffalo in that area of South Dakota.
To herd the buffalo from one place to another, the ranch hands
would mount up on horses and round up the herds. To pass the
time, songs would be sung and stories were told. Winters worked
on the ranch for about a month as part of his education due to the
fact that he was unable to attend high school.

Winters eventually ventured out on his own when he be-
came of age and started working for various companies from
hauling horses for auction to working for a sawmill out of Wyo-
ming. Through the years he held many jobs, all of them fulfill-
ing, eventually he decided to retire but never fully did so. He still

held a job here and there to help keep him busy.

Through many years, Winters has had a rock behind him to
help keep him grounded and out of mischief. He and his wife,
Waunnetta, have been married for 68 years.

So what has it been like for her to have been together for
so long?

“Oh, it’s been great,”
thing!”

Many of Winters’ jobs required relocating to different near-
by towns or even a new state. So he and his family would pack
up and go.

“Yeah, I made a gypsy out of her for a few years, especially
when I was logging,” Winters said jokingly.

The only remaining son, Winters is the oldest of eight chil-
dren and his three sisters are still living and spread out across the
country.

The Winters have two children, Alice and Theresa. They
also have four grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren and one
great-great-grandchild.

“It’s great,” Winters said. “When they have trouble, pert
in near all of them come to me for advice and I try to tell them
what to do.”

Waunetta enjoys it, too.

“I think it’s wonderful, just wonderful,” she said.

By mid to the late 80’s, Waunetta and Bud began to travel
and across the U.S., visiting family and friends while enjoying
the countryside.

At times they would be gone for three or four months at a
time, just enjoying life itself. Some of those excursions included
traveling to Eastern Oregon to go hunting and fishing on John
Deer River with family friends.

“We just had so much fun when we traveled,” Bud said
with a smile that seemed to bring back memories.

His 100th birthday is right around the corner.

“We’re going to have a party. We are having a BBQ and
everyone is invited,” Winters said. “I’m not a part of that (the
planning), the girls are in charge of that.”

This birthday marks a milestone for a man who has seen
and done more than most people do. Many friends and family
are journeying from across the country to help celebrate those
accomplishments.

When asked what he thought about turning 100, Winters
chuckled.

“I think it’s great but I have no idea that I am a 100.”

said Waunnetta “We’ve done every-
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100 years

Winters still’ gets on his backhoe and does small jobs for
people. He still cuts wood for the woodstove; although he admits
he can’t do what he used to do.

“There are lots of things I’d like to do, I just can’t,” said
Winters, suddenly humbled by the amount of time that has gone
by. “I enjoy what I do, I go out and mess around for an hour,
come in and sit down for a while and have some coffee and then
go back out and do it all again.”

It is frustrating to him that it is so hard to find someone to
come out and help when he needs it. It seems not many want to
work, to earn their money. He doesn’t understand where, over
the years, the sense of pride went in working.

Winters took a stroll down memory lane and told a few
stories of when he was a kid and how things have changed since
then.

During a Fourth of July celebration, he remembered having
a quarter and how back then that was a lot of money. No one had
any money, he explained, the country was poor. Families were
able to sustain themselves for the most part. Usually only having
to buy sugar, sometimes flour and spices. Most everything was
grown or raised. For flour his mom would take bushels of wheat
to a local flour mill and the owner would grind the wheat and
make flour. Some other things that have changed are technol-
ogy.

“Well, all of it is new, like your Internet and it’s all new.
We didn’t even have telephones when I was a kid. We didn’t
even have lights till I was about 16. No running water either.”

Applying his 100 years of experience, his advice to youth
is to go to school and get a good education.

“If you don’t get an education you aren’t gonna go far
now,” he said.

With the many adventures Winters has had over the years
and no sign of slowing down, he seems happy and content to
continue to live life to its fullest.

“I’ve done a lot of different things. No regrets on any of
it,” Winters said, sitting proudly at his kitchen table with Wau-
netta at his side.
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