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Meet the Miller matriarch

By
Jenna Larkin
IVN Contributing Writer

Audrey Miller, better known as
Mamo to family and close friends,
has had a busy but fulfilling life.
Miller is the proud mother of 13 chil-
dren ranging in ages from 46 to their
early sixties.

Born in Kansas, Miller attended
college to become a registered nurse.
She attended Marymount College
in Kansas and then went to Wichita,
Kansas for further schooling in nurs-
ing. Miller was a nurse from 1949 to
1973, working in several different
hospitals over the years. She started
her career at St. Joseph’s in Kansas
and continued nursing at Riverside
Community Hospital and a retirement
home in California. She also worked
for a children’s hospital while living
in Alaska.

Audrey met and quickly fell
for the charming Ursal Miller and
they soon married. Mr. Miller came
from a small family, having only a
brother and as a result, he wanted
a large family. Mrs. Miller, on the
other hand grew up in a large family
and was used to having siblings con-
stantly around. In 1951, Audrey and
Ursal were blessed with their first
child, John, followed by Jay, Donnie,
Regina, Angela, Madonna, Martin,
Sara, Michelle, Matthew, Julie, Patri-
cia and Mark.

Most of them now live in the
Valley area while Donnie lives in
Washington but plans on moving to
the Illinois Valley. Regina also lives
in Washington. Madonna resides in
Utah, Julie lives in California and Pa-
tricia lives in Grants Pass.

Over the years, while the Mill-
ers were growing up they moved
back and forth from California, Or-
egon and Alaska. During the years of
shuffling between states, Mr. Miller
dabbled in farming while belonging
to a carpenters union and having his
own business. Mrs. Miller recalled
that when they moved to Alaska, her
sister-in-law and her five children
also traveled with them. Because of
the size of the family, over 20 mem-
bers, the family received a lot of at-
tention including interviews from the
media.

When asked what it was like to
be a mother of 13 children a smile ap-
peared on Mrs. Miller’s face and she
replied, “For me, it was fulfilling. I
had already had my career and I en-
joyed it myself.”

About the only time the Miller
family went anywhere together was to
attended church every Sunday. With
such a large group, church members
would tell Mrs. Miller that they felt
sorry for her. Now, however, they
envy her, saying she is lucky to have
such a family. Something that Audrey
has always shared with her family
and friends is her faith. She is a very

devout Catholic and has always been
a great example of love and faith.
That love is still carried on to this
day, Audrey is a proud grandmother
of 79 grandkids and 83 great-grand-
children. Miller couldn’t be happier
to have so many grandchildren run-
ning around.

“It’s wonderful. They take care
of me. [ enjoy them most of the time,”
she joked.

Audrey has been very involved
with her grandchildren and great-
grand kids. Before she fell and broke
her hip she was at almost every event
involving the grandkids. Though
she still is involved with her grand-
children, it is slightly harder for her
to get around, but family members
make sure that Audrey makes as
many events as possible. Audrey now
just goes with the flow and does what
she can; sometimes having to remind
family members she can still do cer-
tain things.

Miller now lives with her son,
Martin, and his wife, Carrie, who are
able to help with everyday tasks.

“If you don’t use it, you’ll lose
it,” said Miller.

Patty, the youngest daughter,
thought growing up that she was
adopted because they had a farm in
Selma and she didn’t like to get dirty.
She was more of a city girl.

What was it like to grow up in a
large family? Was it chaotic, smooth
or busy?

“Constant chaos. There was
someone always crying, fighting,
someone in trouble, cooking, going
to the bathroom,” said Patty. “We
were never alone.”

Because of such a large family,
there were hardly ever any chances to
be alone. Patty recalls being alone for
the first time in the house when she
was eleven. Patty did not have her
own bed till she was sixteen. With
all those kids there was never a dull
moment and there was always plenty
of work to be done. A typical morn-
ing consisted of everyone pitching
in and irrigating the half acre garden
followed by other daily chores. Then
it was off to school and sports then
home again to help with the cooking
and daily cleaning around the house.

Although she is not sure how
her parents always made sure that
each child had everything they
needed, none of the Miller kids ever
went without. There were plenty of
presents come Christmas time, each
kid had new clothes for the start of
school, though Mamo did most of the
sewing of the clothes. Family was
Mr. Miller’s pride, he valued every-
thing he had and instilled that into his
children.

Patty has three children, a small
number compared to what she grew
up around. Raising a smaller fam-
ily was different for Patty. When
she cooked, she cooked for a large
family, she finally was able to get to

know herself and learn who she was.
Although she missed her siblings
dearly, the quietness of a small family
was welcomed. Patty and her family
eventually moved back to Illinois Val-
ley so that her children could grow up
with their cousins. She wanted to in-
still in her kids that family closeness
that she had with her siblings while
growing up.

When asked about having a
favorite memory growing up, Patty
laughed and said there were many.
One that stuck out was when they
lived in Alaska. For two summers
they lived at an old miner’s camp
called Kennecotte Mines.

“We lived in the mess hall for
two summers. It had two dining
rooms with 13 sleeping rooms. All 13
kids ended up sleeping in one room
because that is what they we were
used to. One summer we were pick-
ing blackberries and saw a black bear.
Every kid booked it back to the mess
hall,” Patty recalled while Audrey
was giggling in the background.

Another memory was of her two
older brothers. Jay and John had a
habit of making sure that their sister’s
prom dates would behave themselves.
The date was welcomed by the two
brothers sitting out on the porch, each

with a smile and shotgun in hand.
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There were 114 nominations submitted
for six volunteer categories. The nominations
were reviewed by volunteer-engagement lead-
ers from across the state. The award was an-

nounced last week.

Of the 32 awards this year, 24 are regional
awards. JCL is being awarded one of the eight
state-level awards, in the category of Not-for-
Profit Volunteer Program. Representatives from
Josephine Community Libraries will be hon-
ored on April 24 at the Governor’s Volunteer

Awards Luncheon in Salem.

“These volunteers represent the very best
of Oregon,” said Governor Kitzhaber. “They
have found and filled needs in their community,
using common purpose, compassion, and inge-
nuity to make a huge and lasting difference. I
congratulate and thank them for their service.”

volunteers.org.

The libraries in Josephine County closed

KARAOKE

EVERY
FRIDAY

SERVING
COCKTAILS

CAN’T WAIT TO SEE
AND HEAR ALL OF YOU

on May 17, 2007. Four months later, committed
community members formed Josephine Com-
munity Libraries, Inc., a nongovernmental,
nonprofit organization dedicated to ensuring
long-term library services for every county resi- )
dent. By December 2009, JCLI had reopened
all four shuttered locations. It continues to op-
erate thanks to generous donations and the he-
roic contributions of more than 360 volunteers.
Anyone interested in getting involved with the
library effort can send an e-mail to info@jose-
phinelibrary.org. Those interested in donating
can send a check or money order payable to
“Josephine Community Libraries” to P.O. Box
1684, Grants Pass, OR 97528 or make a secure
donation at www.josephinelibrary.org.

For more information, visit www.oregon-
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(Photo by Judy Hoyle, //linois Valley News)

Belt Masonic Lodge #18 Worshipful Master Michael Yanase (left), Senior War-
den Randy Kent and April Student of the Month Solomon Zook pose with Zook’s
plaque at the April Lodge meeting at the Kerby Belt Building. Zook will again

compete in social studies at this year’s Academic Masters. He has a 4.19 GPA
and will major in computer science at the University of Oregon. His parents are
Cathy Bockstiegel and Cody Zook.

Guayaki
Yerba Mate

B\ Revel Berry, Enlighten

Mint, Lemon Elation

Buy one / Get one

BLT Wrap with a
side salad. Have one
for lunch, have one

“Serving the Best Clzeese[mrger,
with an Attitude!”

Reg.
$11.99 Ib.

Bartels Grass Fed N/Y Steaks
100% grass fed and grass finished. No
hormones or antibiotics. A won
throw on the grill
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% Bananas

. A storehouse of essential
nutrients like potassium,
dietary fiber and B vitamins.

BAR & GRILL

TUESDAY - SATURDAY

HOURS:
NOON - CLOSE

CLOSED SUNDAYS!

NO FRIDAY STEAKS DINNER IN APRIL

12235 Redwood Hwy « Wonder, OR
541.476.8990

Boulder Canyon
Assorted Kettle Chips
Gluten-free, non GMO

o 4 8oz $289
: i Reg. $3.79

KETTE COOKED POTATO CHIS )

Annie’s Naturals

Assorted Salad dressings.
Naturally Gluten-free.

Assorted Seasoning | :
sauces. Makes g
delicious side dishes 4

4-4.5 oz’s
Reg. $2.29-$2.99

! Napa Vale

_- Reg. $14.59 -$15.09

OFF

Olive Oil
Rich & Robust, Organic, Extra
Virgin, Private Reserve.

a4t $999

oven.

New Chapter
Wholemega

Smart Chicken Organic $

39

Sweet Apple Links.............. pkg.
1 /2 OFF! ! An ailr chiI:Ied chicken. A quick and Reg. $6.39 pkg.
easy lunch.

Niman Ranch Petite Hams. .$699

$ 1 49 for later. An 2l natural ham. No hormones or ¢ ;. $8.69 Ib.
° $Q99 99
16 1.0z 8 : Diestel Turkey Tenders...... $4

Reg. $1.99 Savings of $4.50 All natural turkey. Great baked in the Reg. $5.99 Ib.

Beeler’s Garlic & Pepper

Bacon.........ccceeeeuniiiiinnns $4?,[?g

An uncured bacon, no nitrates or
nitrites.

Reg. $5.49 pkg.

KiWi...ooeeeeieeeieeeccneeccneeee ¢
Consistently ranks at the top of fruit

in nutrition density. A perfect, ea.
sweet snack. Reg. 89¢ ea.
Avocados............ceeeenveeennnnen. ¢
Small size. A buttery, nutty taste, b
rich in potassium and a fantastic .
compliment to any salad. Req.$1.09 Ib.

5 Ib. bags. A healthy addition to your
daily diet. Low in calories, contains no
fat, sweet and delicious.

Portabella Mushrooms........ $ 8?1)

The meat substitute. Grill or stuff and
roast in the oven.

Reg. 5.79 ea.

Reg. $7.09 Ib.

Natural 13 Bean Soup Mix.§ 1 691b

Breakfast Menu Grill Reg. $2.09 Ib.
Breakfast Muffin.................. $ 1 99 |Brat w/Kraut or Andouille $699 Organic Black Rice............. $699
Egg, one cheese, choice of sausage or bacon Sausage .............................
on an english muffin. Reg 2.99 | On a bun with choice of chips. Reg. $7.99 Reg. $3.79 Ib. Ib.
Organic Buckwheat Groat $799
Grab-n-go 90 | salad Case Re
. . g. $2.59 Ib: .
gr:dgfe Cl}]y Des:erl_ts ............. $2 ea. | Curry Tempeh Salad $69% W ; local £ ,lb
uten-free cheesecake slices. Reg. $3.99 Reg $7.99 b e support our rocal 1arms!

We Accept Oregon Trail Cards ® Prices effective Wed., 04/02/14 thru Tues., 4/15/14. * Ad Specials - While Supplies Last &8 B=

1201 Redwood Ave. ® 541-471-2700 ® Open Mon. - Sat. 8 am - 8 pm ¢ Sun. 10 am - 6 pm



