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Taking a different approach, last January, the City
of Ashland changed its business-license rules to avoid get-
ting caught between state laws that allow medical-marijua-
na dispensaries and federal laws that ban marijuana. The
Ashland City Council had voted unanimously to change
the municipal code, which stated the city could not grant a
business license to any business engaged in an “unlawful
activity.”

At this time it’s unclear whether or not Josephine
County will have any dispensaries. Even while federal of-
ficials are currently turning a blind eye to recreational mar-
ijuana use in Washington and Colorado, Josephine County
and Grants Pass officials say they oppose dispensaries be-
cause federal law still views the medical marijuana industry
as illegal, and that federal law trumps state law. Eventually,
this stance may set up a legal showdown in court, if not in
Josephine County, then likely in another part of the state.

Things could get interesting in Grants Pass, where the
city council had amended an adult business ordinance last
month to accommodate a proposed growler and beer-tast-
ing business, which is categorized as an adult business due
to state liquor age-restriction rules. The new amendment
removed mini-parks from code language that required a
1,000-foot buffer between adult businesses and public
schools, libraries, parks and more. The mini-park provision
that added Debo Park at Third and G Street to the buffer
was quickly passed in 2006 to prevent Larry Lacey from
opening a strip club. Ironically, the new amendment may
have paved the way for pot dispensaries.

Many watching the situation unfold wonder if these
bans and moratoriums will end up determining where,
within the state, Oregon’s budding medical marijuana in-
dustry will take root. Critics of the one-year ban say nation-
al legalization of recreational marijuana use is inevitable,
and that places like Josephine County, where the climate
is conducive to growing pot, would be better off welcom-
ing the industry, as the area is impoverished and marijuana
money already boosts the economy. People in this camp
maintain that, in future years, the marijuana industry could
help stabilize the region financially. The debate promises to
be robust and substantial.

In Cave Junction, Mayor Carl Jacobson said the city
council will discuss the issue during the council meeting
slated for Monday, March 10.

In Josephine County, about 4,600 people hold patient
cards — more than five percent of the population.
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Free Choral Concert on Tuesday

The Illinois Valley RCC
Chorus will present an evening
of choral and vocal music on
Tuesday, March 18 at 7 p.m.,
at the Immanuel United Meth-
odist Church in downtown
Cave Junction.

Director Kate Campbell

old and in-between, working,
retired, or “other”. We are of-
fering a lovely array of “Goin’
Home” songs from several
traditions, including part of a
Latin Mass, a traditional Spiri-
tual from the African-Ameri-
can tradition, the haunting folk

All Through the Night, will
feature Dr. John Gardiner sing-
ing verses in Welsh, which he
learned from his grandfather.
Other singers from the choir
will offer some surprises for
the audience -- trios and duets
to warm the heart.

who work with her outside of
choir rehearsals,” Campbell
continues. “The Illinois Valley
is a hidden treasure trove of
fabulous musicians, so come
join us for the show and the
reception afterwards.”

The concert is presented

states, “Our wonderful local
choir is comprised of people
from all walks of life and in
about every stage of our jour-
ney on the planet......young and

spiritual Wayfaring Stranger
and a jazzy admonition to
mind your mama and get on
home, or else!

The traditional lullaby

“Our
Lewis,

12

pianist,
faithfully shows up
each week to help us learn our
parts and is a great support to
the choir and to small groups

Nancy free of charge as a service of
Rogue Community College.
Donations will be accepted to

help defray additional costs.
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A visit to the original cemetery, lo-
cated on BLM land in Allen Gulch, is also
scheduled for 3 p.m. that day, weather
permitting. The cemetery’s volunteer
groundskeeper, Ed Zick, will be leading
the caravan to the site.

Zick, a history buff, and his wife
Theresa have been caring for the histor-
ic site since they moved here nine years
ago. One of Zick’s predecessors, Wil-
liam Frainey, remembered enough of the
original Allen Gulch structure to help Lee
McCarthy create a painting of it around
1980. Now, little remains of the original
church.

Zick has been able to gauge where
the church was located by finding bits of
broken glass and square nails in an area
directly in front of the Allen Gulch graves.
Although records reveal approximately
100 burials, only 17 grave markers remain
from the gold rush era location.

In the spring of 1851, Cold Springs
Mountain Trail starting at Trinidad, Cali-
fornia reached Oregon Territory. Miners
and people looking for land began to trick-
le north. A band of sailors who jumped
ship struck gold in the Illinois Valley, in
a 25 square mile area named Sailors’ Dig-
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gings. Towns sprung up, among them Al-
len Gulch, later known as Allentown.

On March 17, 1864, Father Francis
Xavier Blanchet arrived to dedicate the
Catholic cemetery, but found that a num-
ber of miners (Catholic and non-Catholic)
had taken a collection and built an 18-
by-30-foot church next to the cemetery
grounds.

The camphor wood cross, which was
originally located at the top of the church,
now stands just inside the front gate of
the cemetery. The cross, fashioned in San
Francisco from rare Hawaiian wood was
transported to Oregon along the overland
trail.

After the mines played out and resi-
dents moved on, the settlement was aban-
doned and Mass was celebrated in homes
and public meeting areas, including the
Clover Leaf Motel, for over 50 years. The
original church eventually collapsed from
heavy snow loads.

A second church was built on Red-
wood Highway and dedicated as St. Pat-
rick of the Forest in 1952. The community
of St. Patrick Church built the structure
and Rough & Ready Lumber Company,
owned by Lew Krauss, donated the lum-

ber. Built for $4,700, it could seat 120
parishioners and was located on the same
site as the present-day funeral home, just
south of Caves Chevron.

Later, Judge Laurence Cushing do-
nated several acres on River Street for the
current structure. It was dedicated in 1980
and architectural additions have been built
over the years. Originally a stained wood
building, it was later painted for better
preservation.

The Redwood Highway building was
sold and later burnt down in the 1980s.

The last person buried at the Allen
Gulch cemetery was longtime graveyard
caretaker William Frainey, who died in
1984. He left a trust for the maintenance
of the cemetery. The Zicks also coordi-
nate the monthly rosary at the cemetery
hosted on the second Sunday of the month
in fair weather.

St. Patrick of the Forest, a mission
of St. Anne Catholic Church, is located
at 407 W. River Street in Cave Junction.
Father William Holtzinger serves as priest
of St. Anne parish as well as the two mis-
sions: St. Patrick and Our Lady of the
River in Rogue River. Phone 541-592-
3658 for further information.

Winter Hours
MONDAY - THURSDAY

11 AM 104 PM

FRIDAY
11 AMT107:30 PM

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
CLOSED

THE MOST EXCELLENT MEXICAN RESAURANT

Aos Gringos

100% rating by the JoCo Health Department

541-592-2200
131 N. Redwood Hwy

Check out these and more classes
or call 541-956-7303

Spring term starts March 31
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Rogue Community College
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