By
Judy Hoyle
IVN Contributing Writer

The Washington Free Beacon
is a nonprofit online newspaper that
began publication in February 2012.
A project of the Center for American
Freedom; the Free Beacon reports
on a wide range of issues, including
public policy, government affairs,
international security and media criti-
cism.

Recently a Free Beacon writ-
er, CJ Ciaramella, was travelling
through Cave Junction and stopped
at the Junction Inn for lunch. He also
picked up the Jan. 29 issue of the II-
linois Valley News and discovered
“Tales from the Rural Patrol,” which
he termed “...quite possibly the best
crime blotter in American journal-
ism.”

Ciaramella’s Free Beacon ar-
ticle about “Tales” described it as the
most popular part of the paper, “...the
section is so popular that some resi-
dents who move away still get the
paper delivered, just so they can read
the crime blotter.”

Ciaramella interviewed Dan
Mancuso, Publisher of the I.V. News,
whose favorite item was about “...a
guy who kept calling in because he
said people were coming into his
house and rearranging his books.”
Ciaramella then quoted excerpts from
the Jan. 29 edition of “Tales.”

Following Ciaramella’s interna-
tional trumpeting of this crime blot-
ter, we deemed it only right that the
writer be revealed. Former I.V. News
owner Bob Rodriguez has treated
readers to his own inimitable style
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History of the “Tales from the Rural Patrol”

for many years and, with the excep-
tion of a break during his move to
another state, still writes the weekly
column. For readers’ further enlight-
enment, we offer a few questions and
answers.

JH: When did you start writing
this feature?

BR: Jan and I took over IVN
early in 1986, and I began writing
the “Blotter” in my style right away.
There were people when we took
over, including the late Bill Ray-
mond of the former Raymond Realty
in CJ, who felt that by listing all the
incidents that it would be detrimental
to the community in some way. I re-
member telling Bill that there is more
crime in one day in a big city than the
Valley had in an entire week. Others
felt that more details were needed for
each item. I explained that the intent
is to show what is happening in vari-
ous areas of the Valley so that resi-
dents and others can tell just where
the hot spots are and what types of
crimes and incidents are occurring.
We always wrote actual separate sto-
ries about incidents that were more
serious than what I would call the
run-of-the-mill calls not involving
major crime or significant injuries
due to fires and motor vehicle acci-
dents. The “Blotter” has been called
the IVN’s comic strip. As you know,
it is enjoyed by many.

JH: T understand that Jay Leno
has read the I.V. News’ “Tales from
the Rural Patrol” on the Tonight
Show. Is this true?

BR: That is what I have been
told by many persons. And I’ve also
been told that some items have been
read on radio stations in other states,
plus some TV shows other than “To-
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JH: What other noteworthy rec-
ognition has this feature garnered?

BR: Articles about the “Blot-
ter” as I write it have appeared in the
Bend Bulletin, the Eugene Register
Guard, and Harper’s Bazaar. I think
that some weeklies other than IVN
also have used portions or noted the
“uniqueness,” but I don’t have a list.
Someone told me that they saw some-
thing in the Reader’s Digest years
ago, but [ don’t know if that’s true.

JH: What was the strangest or
most interesting sheriff’s report you
have come across?

BR: Wow, after all those years
that is a difficult question to answer.
One that comes to mind occurred in
front of the Red Garter around 1988
or so. Former Deputy Dave Ray-
mond (a son of Bill Raymond) was
handcuffing an intoxicated man on
the sidewalk in front of the business
in the wee hours when he looked up
and observed a running man, naked
except for a loin cloth made of a red
warning flag, streaking down the
sidewalk. When I asked Dave what he
did about that, he just shook his head
and recalled that he simply stared at
the guy and said, “You have got to be
kidding me!”

Another memory, which was
not an item, but a full-blown story,
was the night of rioting one Hallow-
een. Some who were not there said
that it wasn’t a riot. But I was there.
There were hundreds of people lin-
ing both sides of Redwood Hwy. in
Downtown Cave Junction. Rocks
were thrown; it was ugly with fight-
ing and general unruly behavior. Un-
fortunately 1.V. Fire had to use fire
hoses on the rioters; not what they

signed up for. The sheriff’s office at
the time had a full complement of of-
ficers and many of them responded,
as well as reserve officers. As well,
we received responses from Grants
Pass Dept. of Public Safety, Oregon
State Police and several other law en-
forcement agencies in Josephine and
Jackson counties. I think that we even
got some California Highway Patrol
officers. It was one hell of a night.
Sorry; I could tell “war stories” that
would fill a page or two so I'll leave
it at that.

JH: Have you noticed any par-
ticular patterns emerge over the
years, such as a rise in drug-related
incidents, or lower numbers of car ac-
cidents?

BR: What I’'ve noticed most
recently is the number of residential
burglaries due, I believe, to the fact
that with a mere handful of deputies
available, people with crime in their
hearts do not fear law enforcement.
Another rise I’ve seen involves squat-
ters and people who steal fixtures and
the like from vacant homes. Very sad.
A few years ago there was a huge rise
in meth labs.

As for motor vehicle accidents,
I do believe that there are far fewer
than there used to be. My recollec-
tion is that I.V. Fire and AC Valley
Ambulance (before American Medi-
cal Response began serving the Val-
ley) used to respond to two or three
fairly serious wrecks every week.
Head-on collisions were not too un-
common. One that I especially re-
member occurred on Redwood Hwy.
at the north edge of Selma when a
12-passenger van was struck head-on
by a car whose driver was impatient
and tried to pass another vehicle on a
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slight hill. Strangely, those in the van
were headed to a wedding in Crescent
City; the two in the car were from the
same city. The van was pushed over
an embankment and ended up on one
side in the creek. It was rather a hor-
rible situation. Then there was the
drunk driver who struck another ve-
hicle head-on at Sis’s Gap (milepost
23 of Redwood Hwy.) one Sunday af-
ternoon. There was fire and death; an-
other strong memory. OK, one more.
When there was a petting zoo near
the current Great Cats World Park,
a southbound vehicle with a load of
passengers was turning into the park
when it was struck broadside at high
speed by a northbound vehicle. For-
mer Deputy Bob Marshall radioed in
that he had people lying all over the
roadway and for AC Valley to send
every unit it had. Strong memories
that still disturb me.

JH: What is your reaction to the
Washington Free Beacon recogni-
tion?

BR: It’s always nice to be rec-
ognized, especially when it’s com-
plimentary! The writer was, I think,
spot on when he wrote of the “dry
humor and a certain vagueness of
language that leaves readers to fill
in the blanks.” That’s true. I have a
tongue-in-cheek approach to present-
ing the sheriff’s office log items with-
out wanting to be disrespectful.

I'am pleased that we’ve changed
the name of the piece to reflect that
it’s from the sheriff’s office. There
is a difference between deputies and
police officers, as the latter are city
cops while deputies are county cops.
That’s my take. One more thought:
Maybe ranking the “Blotter” as the
world’s best is a tiny stretch.
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Have you ever dreamed of
owning your own restaurant?
Here it is, great location with very
| high traffic count in the summer
season. Wonderful family owned
Italian restaurant that has built

past 15 years. Located on almost
a half acre. Business, building
and land included. Everything
i you need is here, large kitchen
with stainless work area and
equipment, current seating is
for approx 40. Covered patio in
front could be additional summer
seating. Turn key for new owner.
Property zoning makes it
possible to open a variety of
retail business. So much
potential here.

MOBILE HOME PARK
WITH STORAGE

9 Spaces. Over 55. Always Full.
Grosses +$46k a year. 1 Acre;
oak trees, storage units - 7 units
owned my park. $395,000.
Open to cash or trade?
Let's get creative.

541-944-5818

The Oregon Mayors Association and your city invite you to enter the

“If | Were Mayor..."

Share your creative ideas about what you would do as mayor.

Local winners are entered into the state contest for a chance to win an iPad Air!*
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In the Deli

BAR & GRILL

“Serving the Best Clzeesel)urger,
with an Attitude!”

Bartels Grass Fed Top Sirloin

All natural grass fed beef out of Eugene,
Oregon A tasty steak

Great in
Italian cuisine!

TUESDAY - SUNDAY
NOON - CLOSE

KITCHEN CLOSES AT 8
Now OPEN SUNDAYS!

Breakfast

2 RIB-EYE DINNERS FOR $40 « FEB. 28

12235 Redwood Hwy « Wonder, OR
541.476.8990

Breakfast Menu.................
2 Pancakes, 2 Eggs. Regular or Gluten free
Pancakes available.

Salad Case
Vegan Antipasta Salad

Tofu, Portabella Mushroom, Kalamata
Olive, Bell Pepper, Sun Dried Tomato,
Raspberry Vinaigrette.

Guayaki
Yerba Mate, Assorted Flavors.
VitalityeClarityeWell Being

16 oz. $ 189

Reg. $2.59

$399
$793

Reg $8.99 Ib.

3 Mini Burgers w/ Bag of Kettle Chips.
Lettuce, tomato, pickles, onions,
mayo & mustard.

Grab-n-go Footlong Sub..........
Assorted meats, cheeses, lettuce, tomato,
pickle, onion, mayo & mustard.

On a white or wheat sub roll.

LateJuly

Assorted Flavors of
R MuIt| Grain Chips.

2%

rganlc Reg. $3.19
16 grams Whole
Grains per Serving &
GlutenFree. 5§ 5 o7

599

Reg. $6.99

morning breakfast.

Located in the freezer section.

Organic Red Rice...............

Organic Baby Lima Beans...

Organic Thick, Quick and
Regular Oats........ Reg. $1.29 Ib.

Thayers
Slippery EIm
Lozenges

89

Smart Chicken Boneless $

. . : ThighS..veeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeneenene
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w}’?ﬁ\%\e Glmme BUy any one item Oﬁ our = An air chilled bird. Great when baked. Reg. $4.89 Ib.
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4 seaweed Snacks | Organl(i, (l;l(f)ln GMO, receive the second Diestel Italian Ground $ 39

assorted tlavors same item free!!! Turkey Sausage.................. 1b

350z An all natural turkey, perfect addition  Reg. $4.99 Ib.

to homemade lasagna.

$ 1- 19 Niman Maple Bacon.......... $5 N

Reg. $1.89 All natural pork. Great for a Sunday Dkg.

Reg. $6.69 pkg.

Tender Bison Ground

Reg. $10.79 Ib.

Reg. 1.89 ea. Yukon Potatoes.................... 9 9 ¢
High in Vitamin C & great energy 1b.
booster! Reg.$1.19 Ib.
Red Tomatoes...............cc.c.... 49
Earth Friendly Earth Balance ‘Sly;l:et_, jl;{cyc a&ndKa good source of $ Ib.
: : Vegan Kettle Chips. ftamin A, Red.$4.09 Ib.
2!32:2’;?:::“9 Soap 3 Flavors to choose from. eg-$ ¢
Non GMO, Avocados 69

25 ﬂ_ 0z. froe DNOEPPDIIMME e | | TAVUYRLAUUDcceccocc0c000000c00cccccccccce
$279 Gluten-free. 09 / Creamy, delicious and high in ea
Reg. $3.99 5 oz. fiber and potassium. Reg. 89¢ ea.

Strawberries............ccccovnne.. $ 5 99
ea

A health snack and great for your heart.

Reg. $7.09 ea.

We support our local farms!

207
20%:
20%:

Reg. $2.89 Ib.

Reg. $2.09 Ib.
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