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Josephine County residents
have coped with a bare-bones
criminal justice system, since fed-
eral subsidies to Oregon’s 18 O&C
timber counties dried up in recent
years. While some funds still trickle
into county coffers from the federal
government under the Secure Ru-
ral Schools and Community Self-
Determination Act, the amount is
much-diminished from the former
annual payments that once funded
the lion’s share of essential county
services.

In early 2013, SOS had pro-
posed a new taxing district to pay
for public safety services, but when
that plan didn’t fly with county offi-
cials, SOS threw its energy into pro-
moting a law enforcement levy that
failed by a narrow margin last May.
Now, SOS, which is comprised of
business owners, community lead-
ers, parents, retirees, and other con-
cerned citizens, is collecting sig-
natures to secure a spot on May’s
ballot for a new, albeit limited, levy
that would fund only the jail and the
juvenile justice system: key services
that benefit all county residents.

Committee Captain for the
new levy, Pat Fahey, maintains that
“a fully operational jail and juvenile

justice system are the cornerstones
to our criminal justice system, and
the recent purchase of jail beds by
the City of Grants Pass have im-
pacted criminals and cut down on
crime.” He also said that the pro-
posal includes language that ensures
levy funds would be dedicated just
to these services and would be sub-
ject to scrutiny via audits.

SOS has grown over the past
year. More than 600 county resi-
dents currently receive emails from
the groups’ website. SOS is seeking
to build bridges among disparate
community groups and constituen-
cies and endeavors to restore trust
and open communication between
local citizens, elected officials and
other public employees, according
to organizers.

“The ultimate solution to our
county’s problems won’t be a top-
down structure, but a grassroots
bottom-up strategy that incorporates
residents’ views on how we should
move forward,” Meredith said.
“And we’re not done collecting that
input. People should reach out to
us, check out our website, join our
email list or attend a meeting. We
meet weekly, and also, all the indi-
vidual committees meet regularly.

We’re working hard and we wel-
come new energy and ideas. Also,
our meeting agendas and notes are
posted on our site as well. People
can make comments.”

Enhancing their outreach ef-
forts, SOS has embarked upon myr-
iad public relations initiatives that
include media interviews and public
presentations, and also, supporting
or sponsoring positive grassroots
campaigns throughout the county.
“To raise awareness and also a bit
of funding, we’re always organizing
events,” Meredith said.

“We’ve been reaching out
to Cave Junction,” Meredith said.
“We’ve donated to the effort to get
a state-of-the-art skate park up and
running at Jubilee Park, and also,
got involved in the ‘Take Back Jubi-
lee Park’ vigil held in late 2013. We
also did a crime awareness event in
Grants Pass last year and are plan-
ning a similar ‘Victim’s Forum’ in
Cave Junction this April. These
events give people opportunities to
make others aware of crime in the
area and the lack of safety services
in the community.”

To learn more or get involved,
go to SOS’s website: http://se-
curingoursafety.org/

(Photo by Dan Mancuso Illinois Valley News)
Stacy Skinner ( left) with Lori Houston during the rally for Jarred

Monday Jan. 13.
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Experts say when assessing an up-coming fire season, that timing of precipi-
tation can be critical, for example, fire risk is heightened when vegetation dries
out early in the year in the mountains. Temperature matters as well, in respect to
how water moves throughout the system. Colder weather and a solid snow pack is
better; whereas warmer weather combined with heavy rain translates into a lot of
fast-moving run-off.

“Also, slow drizzly days are good, as that better-facilitates water soaking into
the ground, where we need it,” said Lutz, who works on fire-related outlooks for
the region. “Without an abundance of precipitation, 2014 is likely to be another
active fire season.”

Precipitation amounts in the summer can make a big difference in the sever-
ity of fire seasons as well, especially if rain is well-timed. Conversely, hot dry
spring and summer weather sets the area up for trouble; similar to last year, when
the July 26 lightening storm sparked multiple wildfires.

“Last year, the monsoon effect was more prominent, bringing higher than
usual late summer moisture that ended the fire season earlier than normal,” Lutz
said. “There’s just so many factors, we’ll have to wait and see.”
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First & THIRD

1 & 2 bedroom apartment now available. This is a
subsidized housing community. Combined rent and utility
payments typically do not exceed 30% of adjusted gross
monthly income. W/S/G paid. Play area for children. Non
smoking and pet free complex. On site laundry. Equal
Housing Opportunity. 541-572-3611. Please call for
application. RD Applications not available on line.
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Lor! LAFLAMME
IS IT TIME TO SELL YOUR HOME?

| have lived in the lllinois Valley for

over 15 years, and have seen many

changes in the real estate market. |

am proud to be working with Remax
Ideal Brokers, one of the top real

Ya

quality products and people to give you the “how to’s” when you need help on a special
project. Visit Farmer’s today — family owned and a part of our community since 1962.
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Timase Jewelers

ALL REPAIRS DONE ON SITE!

Frt 9AM.-6P.M.
Sar 10 AM.-4P.M.
SuN & MonN

TUES -

541-592-4838

23772 REpwoop HicHWAY
KerBY, OR

estate companies in Josephine and

Call me for a free
market analysis on
your property to help
you make the decision
whether this is the right
time for you to sell.

Jackson counties. Remax Ideal Brokers
has two offices with over 100 agents
to give your property the visibility it

needs to get it sold in this market.

REMIX

541-770-3325
3539 Heathrow Way Medford

CLOSED

Lori LaFlamme
Remax Ideal Brokers
541-659-5644
541-955-84:83

Your Complete
Knowledge Center
Headquarters For
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G FARM & RANCH I

At Farmer’s there’s always something going on. Weekly specials and “in-store only” special

purchase items are changing from day to day, and week to week. At Farmer’s you'll find
not advertised!

Prices through
(1-18-2014
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$1,000.00 REWARD

CREDIBLE INFORMATION REGARDING THE
INDIVIDUALS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE THEFT
OF A 1500 LB. SAFE FROM A RESIDENCE
ON HWY 199, 3 MILES SOUTH OF C.J. ON
OR ABOUT DEC. 15, 2013. ADDITIONAL
REWARD COULD BE AVAILABLE IF
INFORMATION LEADS TO RECOVERY OF
THE SAFE AND ITS CONTENTS.

PLEASE CALL AND LEAVE MESSAGE
AT 541-660-8675 OR 541-592-4285
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Milwaukee
Compact

Milwaukee M18 Compact

Drill & Impact Kit
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ILLINOIS VALLEY BUILDING

G FARM & RANCH 1D
Lumber | Doors | Windows | Hardware | Paint | Plumbing | Ranch

Drill/
Drwer

1 Battery

f Duck Dynasty

Pet Beds

All in stock

' Nature’s Fuel

Wood !
Pellets

* Highest BTUs
* Low ash
« Environmentally friendly

99 $1799
541.592.3540

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 5pm
434 Caves Hwy - Cave Junction
www.farmershuildingsupply.com

The Kerby
Transfer Station

Is open to
help you...

Hours: Mondays - Saturdays
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

For more
information

phone:
800-922-1025

Southern Oregon
Sanitation Inc.



