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Partly Cloudy
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Monday, Sept 2
Clear
High -- 81 Low -- 48
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Clear
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View-Master event gives a different view

By
Judy Hoyle
IVN Contributing Writer

Around 40 people journeyed to the
Chateau at the Oregon Caves on August
24 to hear the story of the View-Master,
which came into being as a result of a
chance meeting at the national monu-
ment.

Gretchen Gruber Harmon and Carl
Gruber shared stories of their father, Wil-
liam Gruber, who designed the popular
toy.

William Gruber’s story is a classic
rags-to-riches tale. As a child growing
up in Bavaria, he’d belonged to the Mu-
nich Camera Club and won prizes for his
photography. Later, he trained as a profes-
sional piano tuner before immigrating to
the United States.

When he arrived in Portland, he
only had five cents in his pocket, but was
able to find work immediately. He met his
bride, a tall blonde, at the Collins and Ir-
win Piano store, where she worked selling
sheet music. Although she had many suit-
ors, he persuaded her to marry him despite
being nearly two feet shorter and 13 years
older.

On their honeymoon, he fell ill, went
into a coma and was hospitalized. While
he was unconscious, the answer to a de-
sign he’d been thinking about appeared.
When he recovered, the avid photographer
quickly assembled the two-camera set-up
to create three-dimensional photographs,
and began using it.

Gruber was such a renowned piano
tuner that he traveled all over the West
Coast to do this work, often taking his
wife along. He was working in Medford
in August of 1938 when the couple de-
cided to drive to the Oregon Caves for a
second honeymoon that weekend.

At the end of the cave tour, the guide
pointed out a boulder and invited those on
the tour to rub it for luck. Gruber scoffed at
the idea, but his wife rubbed it and wished
that Gruber could sell his invention.

A few minutes later, the Grubers met
Harold Graves, president of Sawyers, Inc.,
a Portland postcard manufacturing com-
pany. Graves was intrigued with Gruber’s
camera rig and the two discussed how to
create the updated stereopticon.

Gruber would have happily sold his
invention for a few thousand dollars, but
Graves didn’t have the money available,
so Gruber accepted royalties for the next
20 years, making him a wealthy man.

Gruber was a true scientist and want-
ed the View-Master to be a teaching tool.
A self-taught botanist, he photographed
several series including mushrooms and
alpine flowers of the Western United
States. He collected Oriental porcelains
and photographed a series on the topic;

developing a friendship with Sir Harry
Garner, whose collection is now on dis-
play in the British Museum.

Gruber wanted to help improve med-
icine, and worked with Dr. David Bassett
for 11 years to create the “Stereoscopic
Atlas of Human Anatomy.” The series,
consisting of 221 View-Master reels with
1,554 color views of dissections of all
body regions, is still in use to this day.

Following their presentation at the
Chateau on Saturday, Gruber’s children
were presented with a pair of cakes deco-
rated with various View-Master models
made of sugar fondant. The cakes, one
chocolate and one white, were created by
Christy Paulson Lansdown.

Event organizer Roger Brandt is
currently working with Oregon Travel
Experience to install an Oregon Historic
Marker at the monument next spring to
commemorate the “birth” of the View-
Master.

Carl Gruber holds a photo of his inventor father, William Gruber,
while OCNM Supervisor Vicki Snitzler takes the cake.

Rain in Southwest Oregon Lowers Fire Restrictions

The Industrial  saws,

ATTENTION ALL US MILITARY
VETERANS THAT LIVEIN THE
ILLINOIS VALLEY

No matter if you are young or old,
short or tall, still active or recently
discharged or have been out 50 years,
disabled or not, I am interested in
making contact with you, just one vet
to another. No hidden motives or

Fire Precaution Level
on Oregon Department
of  Forestry-protected
lands in Jackson and
Josephine counties
dropped to a ‘Level II’
this week, due to light
rain across the region.
The Fire Danger Level
for the general public
will remain at “Ex-
treme” however chain

power mowers,
brush cutters, and other
equipment employing
internal combustion en-
gines may now be used
until 11:00 a.m. and
again after 8:00 p.m.
Since Aug. 2, power
equipment had to be
shut down completely
due to abnormally dry
and hot weather.

The rain has low-

ered fire prevention
measures on industrial
operations, such as

logging sites and other
commercial operations.
Industrial Fire Precau-
tion Level II (two) takes
effect at Sunday, August
25, and includes the fol-
lowing restrictions:

The use of fire in
any form will be pro-
hibited.

The use of power
saws will be prohibited,
except at loading sites,
between 1:00 p.m. and
8:00 p.m.

The use of cable
yarders will be prohib-
ited between 1:00 p.m.
and 8:00 p.m.

Blasting will be
prohibited between 1:00
p.m. and 8:00 p.m.

Welding or cutting

of metal will be prohib-
ited between 1:00 p.m.
and 8:00 p.m.

Information about
fire season restrictions
on ODF-protected lands
is available online at
www.swofire.oregon.
gov and at ODF South-
west Oregon District
unit offices:

"T'AKE THE CRUD OFF YOUR HOUSE.
GET RID OF MILDEW AND MOLD!

PRESSURE WASHING
CALL NOW FOR AN ESTIMATE

A house should be cleaned every 5 - 7 Years.

Lillian Grace Yanase comes to town

selling anything, just would like to
hear your military story. Maybe get
involved with up coming Labor Day
Parade if you are interested Monday
Sept. 2. Either way e-mail me Larry
at LGB@Cavenet.com

WALT JUERGENS PAINTING
H41-597-4136

WE ARE I-CAR
CoLLISION
CERTIFIED

AND PROVIDE A

SEITZ:

RESTORATION -
 COLLISION WM

RESTORATION = CoLLISION - REFURBISHING
WORK WITH ALL INSURANCE OR SELF-PAY
44 Years EXPERIENCE

541-592-3990 220

0
A/FSI!% for QQ
pLu§7500r 1,000

cash back

God bless you, welcome home and
thank you for your time and service
you were willing to complete.

Lillian Grace Yanase, born Aug. 8, 2013 at 2 a.m., 6
Ibs., 7 ounces. Lillian is the child of the proud par-
ents Michael and Holly Yanase.

WHERE CUSTOMER
SATISFACTION IS PARAMOUNT.

Watkins St. Cave Junction

New 2013
Toyota

Corolla

nationwide
szl Clearance

TOYOTA

Save Big on a Great Selection

Yo 6005500

cash

$
APR 60 OR ggso

for months baCk

for months

months

50,7505
(0) New 2013
/ 0 Toyota

APR for60months on1 1 I\/Iodels

0% APR Financing for 60 months with $16.67 per $1,000 borrowed on new: 2013 Corolla, 2013 Camry (gas and hybrid), 2013 Prius Liftback (Two), 2013 Prius

375 Redwood Highway ¢ Grants Pass, OR * 97527 v‘f’hW04+ v, 2013 Prius ¢, 2013 Venza, 2013 Sienna, 2013 Highlander (gas), 2013 Tundra (B/C Cab) and 2013 Tundra CrewMax. APR financing through Toyota Financial
No Services with approved credit. Tier 1+ thru Ill only, except new 2013 Camry (gas and hybrid) and 2013 Prius ¢ Tier I+ and | only. Cash back from manufacturer.

TOYOTA DEALERS ¢ 750 Cash Back on 2013 Tundra CrewMax, $1,000 Cash Back on 2013 Camry (gas) and $500 Cash Back on 2013 Corolla, does not include College or Military

W ee e ovo a com o Rebates. $500 Tundra CrewMax and $750 Camry (gas) subvention cash from manufacturer, not applicable for cash back offers and must qualify for cash through
ToyotaCare  TES_ (ffers good in WA, OR, ID, and MT. For ID and MT state dealerships, a documentary service fee in an amount up to $350 may be added to vehicle price. For

Washington state dealerships, a negotiable documentary service fee in an amount up to $150 may be added to sale price or capitalized cost. For Oregon state

<> TOYOTA  dealerships, a negotiable documentary service fee in an amount up to $100 may be added to vehicle price. Oregon state dealerships not using an electronic

\@Q Let's Go Places  Vehicle registration system may only apply fees up to $75 to vehicle price. Does not include taxes, license, title, processing fees, insurance and dealer charges.

Subject to availability. See your local participating Toyota dealer for details. Must take retail delivery from dealer stock by 9/3/13. @ 2013 Graham Oleson




