
Page A-14 Illinois Valley News, Cave Junction, Ore. Wednesday, August 7, 2013

&
YOU DON’T EVEN HAVE TO ASK FOR IT.
YOU JUST HAVE TO USE IT. 2 YEARS

NO COST 
MAINTENANCE
OIL & FILTER CHANGES
TIRE ROTATIONS
MULTI-POINT INSPECTION

ROADSIDE
ASSISTANCE
TIRE CHANGE 
LOCKOUT PROTECTION
TOWING

Covers normal factory scheduled service. Plan is 2 years or 25K miles, whichever comes first. The new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet, or a 

delivery/taxi vehicle. See participating Toyota dealer for plan details. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. Roadside Assistance does not include parts and fluids. © August 2013 Graham Oleson

541.476.6858
375 Redwood Highway • Grants Pass, OR • 97527

wheelertoyota.com
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Weather
Watch

Following are the high & low temperatures, 

and rainfall recorded at The End of the Road 

in O’Brien by Cheryl & Harry Johnson:

Cave Junction

Thursday, Aug 8
Chance of Storm

High -- 84  Low -- 52

Friday, Aug 9
Chance of Storm

High -- 84   Low -- 52

Saturday, Aug 10
Chance of Storm

High -- 84  Low -- 50

Sunday, Aug 11
Chance of Storm

High -- 84  Low -- 50

Monday, Aug 12
Chance of Storm

High -- 86  Low -- 48

Tuesday, Aug 13
Clear

High -- 88  Low -- 52

Wednesday, Aug 14 
Clear

High -- 88  Low -- 50

July

26
27
28
29
30
31
01

High

101.8
93.9
87.6
87.3
87.6
82.9
77.5

Low

60.3
58.1
58.8
54.3
49.3
54.7
53.2

July Rain:  0.00”    YTD  Rain:  61.38”

With the unexpected flares of wild-

fires, this year’s Blackberry Festival was 
in limbo. For the last three years I.V. 
Little League has hosted the Blackberry 
Festival, but this year was a hard deci-
sion; should the festival continue or be 
canceled due to the smoke floating in the 
air caused by wildfires surrounding the 
Illinois Valley? With determination, I.V. 
Little League decided to keep a favorite 
old town tradition going. 

Although the festival was smaller 
than previous years, booth venders and 
festival patrons had a good time and were 
full of smiles and laughter. Jack Thomas 
of Rogue River braved the smoky air with 
his booth that was full of hand painted 
fans of all sizes, parasols, and other items 
from Thailand, along with large hand 
crafted metal bells. 

“My wife is from Thailand; her fam-

ily hand paints all of the fans and parasols 
I sell. The bells I fabricate from old air 
tanks. I cut them in half, clean them up and 
either re-paint them with Chinese writings 
or apply great amounts of heat to create 
almost an iridescent effect,” Thomas said 
while trying to contain the fans blowing 
away in the wind. 

The festivities started on Saturday at 
10 a.m. with J. Barley Band entertaining 
patrons for most of the day. Many mean-

dered through the festival, grabbed lunch 
and sat on hay bales that were provided 
and enjoyed the live music. A few people 
got brave and decided to dance. There 
were not only food booths, but arts and 
crafts as well as a clothing booth to keep 
one fascinated.

Jewels by Roxie won first place for 
best booth representing the blackberry 
theme. Roxanne’s booth had several dif-
ferent styles of jewelry to please everyone 

and beads to use one’s own imagination to 
create a masterpiece. While The Rib Crib 
kept many patrons full and laughing with 
light-hearted camaraderie. The sno-cone 
and ice cream booths kept everyone cool 
with flavored shaved ice and ice cream 
bars.

 I.V. Little League not only was the 
information booth but they had many 
items for sell as well. A favorite was a 
trinket box that was being raffled off. Al-
though many bought tickets for the box, 
Debra Stefanick was the lucky winner of 
the raffle. Little League’s booth also pro-

vided free N95 masks for anyone who 
wished to protect themselves from the 
smoke. The masks were provided by the 
Red Cross, who also donated another two 
cases to Little League. Members of the 
Little League board will distribute boxes 
of masks to each of the local banks and 
to other businesses for anyone wishing to 
pick up a mask for themselves and fam-

ily members. Little League does ask that 

when taking masks that everyone keep 
in mind that the masks are limited and to 
please be mindful of those with breathing 
problems who might not otherwise have a 
means to acquire one.

With this year’s festival over, the 
planning of 2014 Blackberry Festival be-

gins. 
“We are always looking for fresh 

new ideas and faces to help in the plan-

ning and organization of the festival,” 
said Shelly Davis, president of I.V. Little 
League. 

There were several groups and peo-

ple who had many positive ideas as how 
to help improve the Blackberry Festival. 
Many people also were interested in hav-

ing a booth at next year’s festival. Anyone 
that is interested in helping with future 
planning of the festival or having a booth 
should email Davis at stctdavis@fron-

tiernet.net. The email should contain the 
group’s name or a person and his or her 
contact number.

By
Jenna Larkin

IVN Contributing Writer

Blackberry Festival struggles with 
air quality, a good time still had

The Jr. Golf banquet was held Thursday, Aug. 1 at the Illinois Valley Golf Course. See article on A-3

(Photo by Dan Mancuso, Illinois Valley News) 

(Photo by Jenna Larkin, for the Illinois Valley News)

Attendees braved the smoke in exchange for sno-cones during the An-

nual Blackberry Festival Saturday, August 3.


