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Zulliger has 33 years under his belt at IV Fire District

By
Annette McGee Rasch
IVN Contributing Writer

Captain Tom Zulliger is the
IV Fire District’s longest-serving
volunteer, with almost 33 years of
service to his credit. That’s a lot of
interrupted meals and the Valley is
full of people who think of Zulliger
as a hero.

“My father was a career
firefighter, so I had respect for the
work,” Zulliger said. “When we
moved here, my neighbor, Ken Craft,
was the Assistant Fire Chief. He
recruited me in 1981.”

There was no fire academy
when Zulliger began. He was given a
fire manual, watched a few films and
attended Tuesday night trainings.

“I just jumped on board,” he
said. “Things were a lot different
back then.”

Typically, volunteer firefighters
serve from two to ten years.
Zulliger’s long tenure in what can be
difficult work, both physically and
psychologically, speaks to the kind of
stuff he’s made of.

But, he
accolades.

“Maybe’'mabitofanadrenaline
junkie,” Zulliger said. “It’s in my
blood. And it’s been rewarding.”

“I love to see his passion
and commitment,” said his wife,
Judith. “Sure, there’s been a lot
of interruptions, but it’s all about
priorities. And the memories are
good. I still chuckle about the time
he jumped out of the shower with
shampoo in his hair and flew out
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the door. After almost 50 years of
marriage, ['m still so proud of him.”

Zulliger was the first volunteer
to become a duty officer in the
district, when in 1985, he was asked
to become a captain, a position he
held until 1991. Then, while taking
time off from that leadership role,
he remained on board as a volunteer
firefighter. When Zulliger was asked
again to serve as a volunteer duty
officer in 2001, he agreed.

“When I started working here,
Tom helped train me,” said IV Fire
District Division Chief Kamron
Ismaili. “Tom’s seen many technical
and equipment changes during his
time. He’s got a wealth of experience
and knowledge and he’s really there
when you need him. We depend on
all our volunteers, but someone like
Tom, who knows what’s going on,
is a tremendous asset. He’s easy to
work with, helps train others and sets
a great example.”

Both Ismaili and Zulliger agree
that volunteers become more capable
overall as they learn new skills that
transfer to other aspects of their
lives.

In addition to fighting fires,
the volunteers are often the first on
the scene after bad accidents. On
New Year’s Day in 2001, Zulliger
responded to a plane crash, after a
twin engine airplane took off from
Oakland and tried to fly over a big
storm.

“Every decision they made was
a bad one,” Zulliger said. “There was
heavy turbulence and they lost power
and tried to land at the IV Airport.
Snow complicated the situation and
the plane hit a tree and landed upside-
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down on the shoulder of Highway
199.”

The aircraft’s cockpit was
obliterated in the crash and the pilot
died. One woman was ejected from
the plane upon impact but survived
with minimal injuries, while a man in
the back seat suffered head wounds.
Another woman “had to be extricated
and she lost a foot,” according to
Zulliger.

Conceding that this work isn’t
for everyone, Zulliger admits he’s
seen some rough things that are hard
to erase from his memory, but he’s
quick to add that people might be
surprised to learn they can handle
more than they realize.

“It’s funny, I can watch a movie
where someone’s being operated on
and get real squeamish. But then I go
out in real life situations and there’s
blood everywhere — you just do
what you have to do,” Zulliger said.
“Some people are able to desensitize.
But you have to want to do it, it’s a
labor of love.”

incident. Zulliger explained how
“Joe Feldhause and I were first on
the scene.” A motorhome took out
the whole wall of the Cave Junction
restaurant when the driver’s cruise
control got stuck, he said. The driver
had severe head injuries and his wife
was buried by debris.

“AllI could see were her hands,”
Zulliger said. “I told her don’t open
your eyes and don’t move. She and
another couple in the motor home had
to be extricated.”

“To have someone come up
and say, ‘You saved my life,” that
is huge,” Zulliger said. “It’s a good
feeling to know you can really make
a difference.”

Zulliger remembers years when
the district had 60 volunteers. Each
of the Valley’s five fire stations had
eight or nine people. Now there are
only three people in most stations and
just one volunteer in Takilma. This
concerns Zulliger.

“I’'m 71 and I can still do this

Zulliger

e

said the
firefighters form
strong bonds.

“We g0
through a lot
together and
develop  deep
friendships
based on
teamwork and
respect,” he
said.
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work,” he said. “Lots of folks don’t
have full-time jobs and could get
involved. People might be surprised
to find out how good it feels to give
something back to the community.
Giving that helping hand as a
volunteer firefighter, well, it really
says something about a person.”

New volunteers with the IV Fire
District begin training with the Fire
Academy on September 7 and attend
every other weekend, for eight hours
on both Saturday and Sunday, for
seven weeks. Volunteers then serve
two 12-hour shifts per month. More
recruits are sought. Stop by the fire
station on Caves Highway or call
541-592-2225 to contact Recruitment
and Retention Officer Robert Sitton
to learn more.

This article is the first in a series
exploring volunteer opportunities
and experiences within the IV Fire
District. Next week’s installment
will cover details of interest to those
considering volunteer service.

Tom Zulliger, IVFD 33-year veteran
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Illinois Valley Lions.
41st Annual LABOR DAY FESTIVAL
August 31 September 1 and 2, 2013
Jubilee Park, Cave Junction, Oregon
THEME: PRIDE OF THE ILLINOIS VALLEY

BOOTH PARTICIPATION ENTRY FORM
There will be NO Raffles alilowed

228 S. Redwood Hwy. (541) 415-5378 or (541)415-5379

Illinois Valley Lions

41st Annual
LABOR DAY FESTIVAL
August 31 September 1, & 2 2013
Jubilee Park, Cave Junction, Oregon

. Check Those that Apply: (0] Business/Individuals
Theme: PRIDE OF ILLINOIS VALLEY ©  Non-Profit Organization
(0] Food Provider Josephine County Health Dept Permit Required
(0] Electricity $5.00 usage fee (see below)

Electricity is available on a limited basis for a fee of $5.00 per vendor. Vendors must furnish UL approved cord of
Official Parade Application appropriate size and length.
Parade forms at Evergreen school on Monday, September 3rd, at 8:30am. Parade starts at 10am

sharp. Check one or more categories for your parade entry:

O Music (youth band) O Music (adult band) O Military Rame o Qrganization Phone:

O Religious O Sports/Athletics O Marching

O Humorous O Club/Organization (Youth) O Political Contact Person: Primary Phone:
O Commercial O Club/Organization (Adult) O Tuff Truck

O Truck O Commercial Truck O Tractor Malling Adéress:

O Classic Auto (1950 +) O Antique Auto (Pre-1949) O Custom Auto

O Horse & Rider (adult) O Horse & Rider (youth) O Horse & Rider (group) City: State Zip
O Public Service O Other:

Booth Description and Items: (i.e. Pop Up, Trailer, Tent, Game, Food Booth, Jewelry, Clothing, what items you will be

Phone: displaying and or selling)

City:

Contact Person:

O Yes I will donate an item for the Lion’s Auction
Item

Address:

Email Address: Booth Total Size When Completely Set Up:

O Yes I will donate 1 hour of my time helping in the Lions
Hamburger booth (Day and time?.

Electricity requested: O Yes O No

Describe entry and/or history:

To reserve booth: Please pay in advance: $75 for 3 days or $30 per day for 12’ x 12’ space.

Entry Details: (Length of entry/truck, truck trailer, Group size, People, Horses.) Make checks payable to IV Lions

Booth Chairman: David Anderson 541-597-4486 Leave name, phone & address on voicemail.

Waiver (must be signed)

The parties to this agreement jointly hold each other harmless and waive all rights of subrogation regarding any and all

R e e e liability for bodily injury and Property Damage that may occur during and connected to the Labor Day Festival event.

Mail Entries to: 220 Gemini Lane Cave Junction, OR 97523

541-787-7612 or email amybritt@frontier.com Participant Signature: Date:

All entries are subject to the approval of the IV Lions Booth Chairman. All information must be completed in order for
your entry to be considered official.
Mail booth entries with check to: IV Lions e PO Box 796 e Seima, OR 97538

All parade entry requests subject to LIONS approval.




